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Hattery. ; 


* 


Moſt IL.LUSTRIOUS, 


PHI LIP. 
Duke of WHARTON, 


May it pleaſe your GRACE, 

E Authors are apt to complain 
the Abuſe of Dedications, 
and yet we Dedicate. Two 
 Motrves induced me to Ad- 
dreſs theſe Papers rather to your GR ax, 


than to any other Patriot: The One, 


becanſe] ſtand in need of a Patron; the 
Other, to avoid the Imputation of 


AZ Tour 


. "he Dedication. 


Jour GRACE's Character is ſo 
rell known to the World, that 1 may 


© freely indulge myſelf in Panegyrick; a 


Task the moſt pleaſing to a generous 
Mind. But, whoever attempts your 
GRACE's Character, will meet with 


one Difficulty almoſt inſuperable. O- 


ther Worthies excel in this or that Par- 


ticular; and the Biographer, or the 


Panegyriſt is determined in his choice 


of Praiſe, by conſidering the moſt con. 


ſpicuous Virtues of his Patron. Tour 
GRACE. alone may claim an ”=_ 
Title to every Perfection; and it 
would be difficult to point out, much 
more to aſcertain jour moſt eminent 


good Qualities. + 
A would be a Wark of  Supereroga- 


tion, ſhould your GR ac (ambitions 
as you are of excelling) think of acqui- 
ring.new Virtues: Perſevere only in 


the Exerciſe of thoſe which-are habi- 


tual to you, and you will not only be 


the 
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| Nenophon, and that our Children 
will look upon the Firſt D k E of 


# 


the Admiration of the preſent Age, but 
continue likewiſe the Wonder of Poſte- 


= | The Revenge, a 'Tragedy. 


Methinks I foreſee, with Rapture, 
the Actions of your GR ace's Life, 
tr anſmitted to Futurity by the Pen of 
an able and impartial Hiſtorian. But 
I fear, left that Author's Works ſhould 
undergo the ſame Fate with thoſe of 


WHAR TO Ns Character in the ſame 
Light with the Life of Cyras: A 
well - drawn Romance. They will 
hardly be able to believe there ever 
exiſted in reality a Perſon ſo abound- 
ing in Virtue, and bleſsd with ſuch 
an Exuberance of good Qualities. 
They will give no Credit to a Cha- 
racter which they cannot parallel in 
their Days; and look upon the _ 
Writer as one partial to the Age he 
. | | [ iy d 
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vj The Dedication, 
d in, and _ to compliment. 
his own Times, by eſeribing an In- 


imitable. 


Dis is a Misfortune your GRACE 


muſt ſhare in common with other Pa- 


triots of more than ordinary Merit. 


Helfe Hlattery makes us queſtion the 


ſuperior Excellencies of our Predeceſ: 


fors; and a levelling Principle, inhe- 
rent in our Natures, prompts us to re- 


Auce thoſe V irtues to our own Stan- 
dard, which we deſpair of Equalling. 


I ſhould give my ſelf a needleſs 
Trobe and you, My LoRy, an Un- 
eafmnefs, ſhould I proceed to enumerate 


_ Thoſe _ Accompli ſhments which ſo 
1 


the ref of the Nobility. I ſhall paſs 


ffingutſh your Gract from 


over in Silence numberleſs Virtues, 


and repeated Inſtances of a Publick 
| Spirit. Give me Leave only to men- 


__ 


tron One, ' which your Enemies 667 


have 


The Dedication vij 
have any) muſt allow your GRACE to 
enjoy without a Rival, 


Tow Grace has not only ſtudied 
the Writers of Antiquity, with 4 
View to improve your Underſtanding, 
an ſes 4 8 Mind with Precepts 
of Policy; but you ſeem reſolved like- 
wiſe to tranſplant the Claſſick Virtues 
into Great Britain, for the Benefit 
and Imitation of your Countrymen. 
When your GRACE auth candeſcended 
to enroll your illuſtrious Name among 
the Liverymen of the City, no queſtion 
but you were prompted to it by the 
Example of ſume Patriot among the 
antient Romans, who eſteemed it a 
greater Hanowr te be ſtiled a Citizen 
of Rome, than Patrician, Conſul, 
o Dictator, _ Rajaice, O je Citizens ! 
and more ng ye Chandlers, 
| who model Wax into Tapers ! For 
PaiLi? Duke of WHaRToN 7s a Citi- 


zen, and @ Wax-Chandler of the 


City of London. 


But 


viii The Dedication 


that 7 forbear:* n if Tis 001 


perſuade: A that your GRACE's Good- 


nature is as  prevalent- as your" Ao 


deftly, 1 ſhould deſpair of Forgiventſs, 


for having preſumed ſo far in an At- 


tempt as pleaſing to me, as it is diſ- 


agreeable to your GRACE. g 
I am, : Y 
With the greateſt Reſpect 
and veneration, "Ax 
Your GRACE's Moſt Humble, 
Moſt Devoted, and 


Moſt Obedient Servant, | 


Ne BRIT ON. 
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| When Treaſons, manifeſt, 

Are ſo contriv'd (as Treaſons often are) 

That they defy the Force of written Laos; | 

Or, when the Wealth, or Dignity, of Traitours 

Sets them above the Reach of Common Fuſtice, 

Attainders are the Refuge of the State. LE SR 
Tragedy of Humfrey D. of Glouceſter 


a Medneſday, Auguſt 7. 1723. 
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SHALL not concern myſelf, in this 
| Paper, either with the late Biſhop of 
Rocheſter's Speech, or the Anſwers 
that have been given to it. The Cu- 
rious may find ſatisfaction, as to theſe 
| Particulars, in the Pleadings which 
are made publick on both fides. 1 


F am indeed ſurprized to find the Tu uE BRITON ex- 
pects the Opening Speeches of the Council ſhould be 
| B : g 


printed. 


* 


2 The BRITON. No 1. 


printed. To what purpoſe? Their Deſign is to con- 
vince the World of the fallacious Reaſonings, and eva- 
five Anſwers made uſe of by the Biſhop in his Defence; 
and, to that end, he would have the Pleadings prior to 
the Biſhop's Defence made publick. As to the nature 


of the Evidence, the Legiſlature are the proper Judges, 


whether it ſhould, or ſhould not be admitted of. 

If the Method of proceeding by Bill, where the 
uſual Forms of Law are ineffeQual, be what this Wri- 
ter looks upon as dangerous and deſtructive to our Li- 
berties, I hope to make it evident this Power mult ne- 
ceffarily, for the Preſervation of Society, be lodg'd, 
not only in our, but in every Legiſlature through the 
whole World. | 

I believe, whoever looks back into our Hiſtories, and 
examines into the Nature of our Conſtitution, will find 
the Method of procceding, in Caſes of this kind, by 
Bill, or Attainder, to be the moſt Antient Parlia- 
mentary Method of Proceeding we know of ; but, lay- 
ing aſide Authoritys, we will ſuppoſe this Method never 


had been made uſe of, and the late unhappy Prelate to 


be the firſt Subject who has ſuffered by it: State the 
Caſe then in this manner, and I {till undertake to vin- 
dicate the Conduct of the Parliament, if my Readers 
will grant me this one (and as I think ſelf-evident) Pro- 
poſition ; namely, That every Man has a natural Right 
to defend himſelf from the open and ſecret Attacks of 
his Enemies. = | 

Now it every ſingle Perſon has this natural Right, 
J would fain know, what Law or Reaſon debars a Com- 
munity from the Uſe of it? The Wiſdom of Man ne- 
ver could, nor ever will be able to contrive Laws ſuf- 
ficient to guard any State againſt the Conſpiracies of 
wicked deſigning Men. It is impracticable, in the na- 
ture of things, to provide by written Law againſt every 
Offence, that may poſſibly affect Society. What then? 
Muſt our Conſtitution and Government be tor ever 
liable to Ruin, becauſe the Offenders are not within 
the Letter of the written Law? Or, is there not a 
Power, in Caſes of an extraordinary nature, whereby 
the Publick may defend and ſecure itſelf by extraordi- 
mary Means? In abſolute Governments, this Power is 


8 | lodged 
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lodged in the Prince; in Republicks, it remains in the 


People; and in a mixt Government, (ſuch as ours is) 
it is veſted in the ſeveral Eftates, which conftitute that 
Government. I am told, we have no written Law a- 
gainſt the poiſoning of Rivers; ſhall a Man therefore 
empoiſon the Thames with Impunity? Or ſhall this 
Plea be allowed of in mitigation of Puniſhment, that 
he is the firſt who has been guilty of this Crime ? Is 
the Introducer then of a new Wickedneſs leſs guilty than 
the Practiſer of an old one? Or ſhall he be admitted 
to plead in Arreſt of Judgment, that he is the farſt 
who has attack'd the State, where it ſeem'd to lie moſt 
unguarded? From the unpraQtis'd Licentiouſneſs of the 
Tz.vs BRITON, one would indeed imagine he places 
his Security in the Novelty of his Boldnels | 


Rode Caper Vitem, tamen hinc cum ſtabis ad Aras; 
In tua quod fundi Cornua, polſit, erit. 


What then are the Conſequences we are to draw 
from this general Reaſoning ? Two: Firſt, That Fr 
Community has a Right: And ſecondly, That moſt 
Communities have a Power to puniſh Conſpirators. 
Whatever Deficiencies there may be in the written 
Laws of any Country, it is the Duty of thoſe who are 
entruſted with the Care of the Whole, to provide that 
the Commonweal may incur no Detriment. But where- 
fore do I talk of Deficiency in the preſent Caſe? Are 
not the frequent Precedents of former Parliaments ſuf- 


flicient to juſtify the Proceedings of the laſt ? Or muſt 


we have a yearly Succeſſion of Conſpiracies, to convince 
Men of ſhort Memories of the Parliamentary Juſtice in 
the Proceedings againſt the late Conſpirators? _ 

If the TRUE ERITON ſhould condeſcend to take 
notice of this Paper, Mercenary and Scribler are the 
Compliments I expect: But thus much he may depend 
upon for truth; 1 have no pecuniary Advantage from 
the Waiting of this Paper, I enjoy no Penfion, or Place 
of Profit from the Government, neither do I expect 


1 ; 2 . . 
any Contribution from the Livery-Men of the City. 
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by Clamour an 
of Cicero; and by that means well nigh ruin'd his 


Man. My Friend upon the Pye-bald 
ſtance of this kind, who always ſaid to the gaping Po- 


The BRITON. 


da 


Cum magna male ſupereſt Audacia Canſe, 


Creditur a multis Fiducia Juven. 


„K 


Weaneſaay, Auguſt 14. 1 723. 


P Agile has been the Pee of Traiors and 


Malecontents in all Ages. : 
Clodius, the great Roman Patriot and Spendthrift, 
Confidence, procured the Baniſhment 


Country. 
This I will. make bold to ſay, no Man, who ever o- 
penly proclaim'd himſelf a Patriot, was one; any more 


than a Boaſter of his Courage, ever _ a brave 
orſe is an In- 


ulace, Gentlemen, I am no Quack Doctor. And, 
Veco his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown, every Rai- 
ler, from the ingenious Mr. Misr, down to the Author 
of the TRUE Briton, has laid claim to this Cha- 
racter. | 

The TR uE BRI TON, in his Recipe for the Compo- 
fition of a Patriot, tells us, Impartiality is the firſt 
eſſential and neceſſary Ingredient. How juſt his Pre- 
tenfions are to this eſſential Ingrediem, is notorious to 


every one, as well from his Writings, as from his 


Actions; which are both equally inconſiſtent. The 
Reigns of our worſt Princes furniſh us with Inſtan- 
ces of ſome beneficial Laws ; but ſuch is our preſent 
Misfortune, that this Bupartial Collector cannot find ſo 
much as one under the Adminiſtration of his preſent 


Majeſiy. 
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In the ſame Paper he ſays, Ie is the Duty of every - 


Man to be free from Perſonal Prejudices : But, how 
much his own Heart is tainted with them, the mean, 
villainous Reflections caſt apon a worthy 2 Noble- 
man, ſufficiently convince all Men, whoſe Heatts are 


not ſo deprav'd as his own. | 


Intrepidity and Firmneſ$ are tuo Virtues, which 
every TRUE BRITOxN unt be Maſter of ; or elſe, all 
the other Talents he is poſſeſs'd of, are uſeleſs and barren. 


Theſe »/eleſs, barren Talents, are generally leſs detri- 


mental to the Publick, than thoſe more glorious ones, 
of Firmneſs and Intrepidity; fince the Number of good 
Men bears but 'very ſmall Proportion to that of the 
Wicked. Rawvilliac was firm and intrepid; James 


Shepherd was firm and intrepid; and the Records of 


the Old Bailey will ſupply us with many 3 of 
Highwaymen, Houſe-Breakers, and Murderers, Men all 
firm and intrepid. 850 1 
The time may ſoon come, when the Perſon, who maſ- 
uerades it under the Title of TRUE BRITON, and is 


pa vain of this aſſumed Character, as often to pull off 


his Mask in Coffee-Houſes and Taverns ; I ſay, the 
time may ſoon come, when he may ſtand in very great 


need of this kind of Intrepidity and Firmneſs 5 and 


when no one {excepting himſelf) will be ſurprized to 


ſee it fail him at a Pinch. This I ſpeak upon the ge- 


neral Preſumption of his Character; and, I dare en- 
gage, ſo ſmall a Hero as Don Ferry's Faotman, may 
any day, and _ day, frighten him out of his [nrre- 
pidity, and cauſe his Firmneſ to tremble, 
And now, by ſaying theſe bold things to the Perſon 
who has frequently declared himſelf to be the Writer of 


the TRUE Briton, I think I have as good a title to 


Firmneſs and Intrepidity as himſelf. 


But why do I mention Fear to a Man devoted to 
- Martyrdom ? who aflures the World he would maintain 


his Doctrines in the Flames; and boaſts to his Com- 
rades, that he in a manner longs to ſignalize his Man- 


hood and his Eloquence upon the Scaffold? 


But, to proceed in remarking upon his Poſitions; I 


agree with the TRUE BRITON, that he Liberty of 


Speech in Parliament is one of the moſt valuable Pri- 
= "8 5 © ©, > 2 
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vileges we 1 0 : And ſurely this Liberty was never 
more indulg'd than at 8 when a Counſel, plead- 
ing at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, ſhall tell their 
Lordſhips with impunity, that if they ſhould paſs the Bill 
againſt the late Biſbop of Rocheſter, whatever the preſent 
Toe may think, this Caſe will be a ſtanding Reproach to 
it; aud he (the late Biſhop of Rocheiter) will be the 
Wonder and the Pity of all ſucceeding Generations. 
The Freedom of the Preſs is another Bulwark of our 


Liberty : Shall it therefore be the Source of Treaſon 


and Ribaldry? Or is the Adminiſtraticn obliged to 
ſuffer ſuch Abuſes to be made publick, as a private 
Gentleman would reſent in Company.? Hard Fate of 
Goverc ours! if they are the only Perſons every Scribler 
is at liberty to abuſe ! | 

The Freedom of Elections has been the Common- 
Place Cant of every Libeller fince his Majeſty's ha PY 
Acceſſion. Were they freer in her late Majeſty's 
Reign? Or can they name a Parliament choſe ina leſs 
tumultuous and riotous manner than the preſent, fince 
the Year 1700 ? If any of our Nobility have appear'd 
berſonally at Elections, or any ways influenced the Free- 
helden (in. direct Violation of our Conſtitution) 1 am 


ſorry for it: I believe, however, there is but one 20 


the Admirers of the Txuz BRIT ON. 
The Riat Act has given great offence to the Writer 


rorious Inſtance. of this kind, and he is applauded. by 


of that Paper; and I believe by this time, his Ally, 


the Firm and Intrepid Mr, Lant, is ſorely diſquieted up- 
on the ſame account. | | 
We are told, i the late Times of Confuſian, occa- 


ſion d by, the, Fall of: South-Sea Stock, ſeveral. of the 


Aunuitants. were e in 4 publick Hall of the 
City, and a Sheriff of London came into the midſt of 
them, to read the Proclamation, aug. to diſperſe theſe 


unfortuuate Perſons; and the late King James, when 


in Ireland, ads an Order of the like. nature, to pre- 
vent the meeting of Proteſtants. The Sheriff of Lou- 
don perform'd his Duty like, a brave honeſt Man. Be- 
cauſe People are unfortunate, muſt they therefore carve 


out their own Redreſs? Or would it be. adviſable to 
truſt the executive Power in the hands of an enraged 


Populace ? 
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| Populace? Had the preſent Sheriffs. read the Procla- 


mation in the midſt of the Mobility lately aflembled at 
the Feathers in Cheaßſide; 1 ſay, had this been done, I 
ſhould, notwithſtanding, have had ſome hopes our Con- 


1 ſtitution might be ſafe; without repealing the Riot Act. 


nature, when in Ireland, 70 prevent the meeting of 
Proteſtants. Is there nb difference between legally ex- 
ecuting an Act of Parliament, and the King's i uing 
out an illegal Order by his ſole Authority? But why 
do I ſingle out here and there a malicious Blunder, 
when this Writer vents nothing twice a Week, but Ab- 
ſurdities, Falfities, and Prevarications; and is never in- 
nocent, but when he ſhews his Ignorance. 

Standing Armies, the Expence of a Flest, and Sham 
Plots, are ſpecious Outcries to weak Heads, and diſ- 
affected Hearts. But when a real and a dangerous 
Confpiracy is detected, and the Enemies of our Con- 
ſtitution ſtill openly avow their Diſſaffection, are we 
then to be left defenceleſs? This is, as if the Houſe- 
Breakers ſhould endeavour to perſuade the Money'd- 
Citizens, and the Bank of England, to leave their 
Doors and Cheſts. open to the Gang, and declaim againſt - 
the Security of Bolts, Bars, and Locks. ld 

But this Author is not contented with endeavouring 
to decry the Civil Adminiſtration, but likewiſe carries 
his Inveteracy on to the Reverend Body of Prelates; 
and well knowing the ſtrict Union there is by our Laws, 
between the Church and the State, attempts the Sub- 
verſion of both; and thinks Treaſon alone not ſufficient 
to recommend him to his Party, without he ſhows him- 
ſelf an Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion. 0” 

The getting an immenſe Eſtate in a little time, with. 
out any viſible manner in which it was gain'd, was " 

1 


But the late Klug James made an Orner of the lite 


of the Articles of Impeachment againſt the Earl: of. 
Clarendon : So far the TRUE Br 1Tons And, if 
am not miſinform'd, we have an Inſtance in our Chro- 
nicles, of a Peer's being degraded from the [Dignity of 
Peerage, for ſquandering away his Patrimony, -.,. .; « .. 
Thus far I have proceeded, by way of retroſpect, 
upon this ſeditious Scribler, the Hireling of Poverty; 
of all Taskmaſters, the moſt ſevere: But, for the ſu- 
| B 4 | ture, 


8 The BRITON: Ne 3. 
ture, I ſhall keep pace with him from Week to Week, 
ame up his Hemlock and Henbane, as faſt as they 
Prout. | ATT 0 
P. S. By our laſt Advices from Newgate, we are 
inform'd, a certain Patrician Garretteer ſupp'd ſome 
time laſt Week there, with the famous Sally Salisbury, 
Bingley, and Skeen ; and that the Seeds of a future 
True Briton, were then and there ſown. 


The BRITON: a 
Tut ſaris, Ediſti ſatis, atque Bibiſti, Hor. 
3 Medneſday, Auguſt 21, 1723. „ 


LU and n e are Vices neceſſarily deſtruc- 
tive to Society; for when once a Man, by a profuſe 
Way of living, has inur'd himſelf to injure pri vate Per- 


ons in their Property, the Tranſition is very natural, ta 


ſuppoſe, in order to N his Extravagancies, he will 
make no Scruple of plundering the Publick : The firſt 
Step to which, is to defame thoſe who preſerve it. 
ine, after having ſpent the firſt Years of his Life 
in Debauchery, collects together a Set of Publick Spi- 
rited young Gentlemen (not worth a Groat ) with de- 
fign to ſubvert the Conſtitution, maſſacre the Senate, 
"_ repair their ruined Fortunes by the general Ca- 
ity. x 
: ak Straw, and Wat Tyler, were likewiſe great In- 
ſtances of Publick Spirit, and Intrepidity: And that 
knowing Politician JN Cap, of AsxrorD, through 
his Oratory among the Populace, and his Abhorrence of 
evil Governours, raiſed ſuch a Rebellion in this King- 
_ as colt much Time, and many Lives, to extin- 
guiſn. ET, 


I can- 
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Ne z. The BRITON. BY 
I cannot blame the TRUE BRI TON for his juſt Way of 


Thinking, that ave were not born for our ſelves, nor our 


rivate Advantage. Who does not know that He, of 
all his Contemporaries, was not born far himſelf, but for 
the Benefit, nay, even the Property of others. Yet a 
little while, and it will be a Queſtion, whether he may 
be able to call any thing bisown? And whether he may 
not be obliged to renounce even his very dear Country? 
But this Misfortune will attend him, He will not have 
the Happineſs to be honoured by all honeſt Men whilſt he 
is in this World; nor when be is taken out of it, in be 
ranked in the illuſtrious Lift of thoſe who have" faith- 
fully, and zealoufly ſerv'd their Country. 

If Envy were ever lawful, it would be raiſed in the 
moſt generous Breaſt, when we conſider, what an Eter- 
nity of _ Heroes have gain d, by loſing ſome few Tears 
of Bonaage, EL. e 
T which let me ſubjoin: If Pity were ever criminal, 
it is to feel it for a young Man, who inheriting a great 


Eſtate, enjoying a large Reputation, deſcending to him 


from the Actions of his Father, advanced by his Prince 
to Honours He never merited, and who wanting no- 


thing but common Prudence to make him happy, aban- 


dons himſelf to Ingratitude and Sedition; and is a me- 
lancholy Example of a young Proſtitute, with all the 


Vices peculiar to Age. And let the TA uR BAITON 


take heed, or his Years of Bondage may precede the 
Commencement of his Eternal Fame. . 
Poverty was far from being eſteemed a Crime, in the 
beginning of the Roman Commonewealth ; but, what 
would they have thought of a Man in thoſe vertuous. 
Times, who had conſum'd even his little Paternal Field, 
much more a great Eſtate, by Extravagancies? © 
The Anſwer of the Old Roman to the Samnite Am- 
baſſador is very fine: That he rather choſe to live on 
Roots in the moſt humble Manner, than to eat luxurionfly, 
by ſacrificing the Publick Cauſe. 'The Roman talk'd in 
Character: But if I am not miſinform'd, the Ta uE 
BRITON's Conſtitution is not habituated to ſuch cooli 


Diet; and that rich Wines and high-ſeaſon'd Ragouſts, 


ſupply the place of Vegetables and meer Element. 
| | There 


I "mo - The BRITON. Ne 3. 
There is one Fatality ſeems to attend this Author, 
that after all his declaiming gears the Whigs, and the 
2 Adminiſtration, he is forced to have recourſe to 

en acting upon the ſame Principles, for Examples of 


Publick Spirit. KING WILLIAM, Russ, and 81 D- I 
5 NEY, liv'd and dy'd Defenders of the Cauſe of Liberty. S 
4 I am afraid Hrs KIx will ſcarce forgive him for theſe 9 
1 Heretica Examples... | Ps 7 
| 1 am no ways jurpriz'd to find him ſo indulgent to the A 
| private Vices of Men: Self-Love, of all Paſſions, is s 


the moſt prevalent. es 5 

As to his infamous Uſage of the Great Man whom 
he would point out by the Title of Ferdinando; CIi cx RO 
experienc'd the fame upon the like Account in his Time: 
He complains that Envy and Reproach were the Reward 
of doing worthy Actions ; and his Recompence for pre- 40 
ſerving the Commonwealth, was Abuſes from all the 15 
abandon'd Profligates of Rome. Had the other Great 23 
Man fat quietly, and no ways obſtructed the Pretender's 


Meaſures, he would, no doubt, have been eſteem d a x 
ties and worthy Patriot by the TRUE Briton and his 0 
editious Crew. | ig 


The Piety, and Learning, Integrity and Loyalty of 
that worthy Prelate, whom he impudently nicknames, are 
ſufficient Excellencies to exaſperate this Libeller; and 
if he had Ingenuity enough to declare his real Senti- 
ments, he kpows the only Crime of this exemplary Man 
is, that he enjoys the forfeited 8E E of a Traitor. 

'Fhe Figure of calling Men of Age and Experience 
Ola Women, is ſuch threadbare Ribaldry, that I believe 4 
there is ſcarce a Boy in the lower Part of Weſtminſter-. i 
School, but has made uſe of it with as great Succeſs as 1 
the polite: Author of the TRUE BRITON. 7 
vo humble Petition of all the rich unmarried Women „ 
of Great Britain, is an audacious, though an impotent 7 
Libel upon the Commons of ENGLAND: And he can 5 
hope for no Security from the Reſentment of an injur'd 1 
Parliament, unleſs it be upon account of his Infig- 
nificancy. | | i255 | 

Take what this Author ſays of the Roman Catholicks 
and Non jurors out of his inſi pid Irony, and this is his Þ 
manner of arguing. It is unreaſonable, it is a Hard: 3 
Anip, 1 
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not from improbable, but from his p 


Nez. The BRITON. 11 


ſhip, it is Perſecution, it is Dragooning, to make the 


reſtleſs Enemies of the Government contribute any 


thing towards defraying the extraordinary Expences, 
which they themſelves make neceflary for the Defence 
of our Proteſtant Subjects. bes 

What Calamities may we not expect, if ever 12 


| ſhould ſee ſuch a Man in Power, who would make Hu- 
neſty a ſufficient Crime, and improbable Innuendo's à 


legal Evidence? et” 4 
T cannot encourage the TRUE BRITON to be wholl 
eaſy upon this account ; for though his Honeſty will ne- 
ver be imputed to him as a Crime, 7 he may ſuffer, 
alpable Iumuendo s. 
Great Writers are 1 fond of ſome particular 
Figure of Rhetorick: Irony ſeems to be the Darling of 
our Author, which he manages with ſuch ſingular De- 


| licacy, as none can equal, except the Females of B. 


ling gate. The Artifice he tually makes uſe of, 
— the Charge of — —ͤ—e is every 
day practis'd by Scolds, to avoid the Diſcipline: of the 
PDucking-Stool. Says the Chaſte, or the Honeſt, but 
Cholerick Oyſter-Woman, * My Children are my Huſ- 
* band's, I never robb'd my Neighbour.' To which 


her Antagoniſt replies, I never was drunk with Ge- 


* neva, the whole Market knows I never beat Hemp,” 
And thus they go on, abuſing; each other in the Negg- 


tive. Not but that this Figure may be afro fth iy 


managed in the Affirmative ; as ſuppoſe I were to ſay, 
The Author of the TRUE BRITON is a Man of Cou- 
rage, a great OEconomiſt, punctual to his Word, a 
good Paymaſter, a Defamer of no Man, a loyal Subject 
to King GEORGE, a Lover of his Country, an im- 
partial Writer, and above all, a Perſon of an unblemifh'd. 
Reputation: I would fain know, Whether he would 
have the Gratitude to thank me for {6 ample and ſo juſt 
a Praiſe ? SLATS 
Towards the Cloſe of his laſt Friday's Paper, he pre- 
ſents his Readers with the following Rant: In Loyglty 
Twill have no Superior; bit am realy to die fir We 
KINa, whenever his Cauſe requires it. Whereupon T 
humbly requeſt of him, and his Readers; not to take it 
amiſs, if I appear as zealous for Mx Kixc; as he does 
for His. | In 
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then ſhould Cacaroco pretend to diſturb 


Hlic adeo bis Rebus, Annulus fuit initium, inveniundis. 


12 The BRITON. Neͤz. 
In this Paper, the Writer it ſeems had ſo far exhauſt- 
ed his. Spirits, that he falls faſt aſleep in the Poſt- 
Leript; where he ſays, Ihen Cacaroco pretends to 
"diſturb us, Notice of his Character ſpall be given to the 
Publick in the TRUE BRITON. Now, according to 


his own Chronology, his Spaniſh Manuſcript ſpeaks of 


Perſons and Tranſactions at leaſt a Century ago: How 
. ? Or 
after defaming the Living, would he calumniate a 
Ghoſt? But thus it is, Great Wits have ſhort Me- 
mories. 5 
I thank my Correſpondent for the following ſhort Let- 
ter from the Barh, and ſhould be glad to hear frequent- 


| | ly from that Quarter. 


IN, 
XI old Maſter ſays in one of his Papers, that his 


1 private. Vices affect no body but himfelf : ure 
him from me, they give great Diſquiet to bis Creditors, 


and more particularly to 
þ 9 12 „ 


Barh, Aug. ' Your humble Servant, 


Ol 3323. - John Steer. 


The BRITON. 
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Weaneſday, Auguſt 28, 1 12 be” 


M Y Readers may obſerve, that I am now come u 
ES with, I cannot ſay mine, but my Country.s ad. 
5 verſary : So that they may expect I ſhall, every Weaneſ- 
_ Hay, take his two preceding Papers to task. But I fear 
2 8 | the 


7 
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Ne 4. The BRITON. 13 
the TRUE BRITON has a Deſign to ſtarve his Antag 
niſts, who write for Praiſe and Pence, by his ſame Same- 
neſſes, and repeated Reperitions. Publick Spirit, Pa- 
triotiſm, Penſions, Pains and Penalties, with other po- 
lar Cries, without any Argument annexed to them, 
are the Thorough-Baſs to his whole Deſcant of Scurti- 
lity. His Stile likewiſe is uniform: And he ſeems (as 
I have already ann to think, that Irony in Writing, 
like Pronunciation in Oratory, includes all other Per- 
feftions. | E | 
But for once, let me adviſe him to caſt off this thin, 
though coarſe Diſguiſe ; and not pleaſe his: Party by 
halves, who long to hear him ſpeak out. Let him 
round! y affirm, that a Popiſo Pretender is our Rightful 
King; that the Proteſtant Religion is Heretical; that 
Subjects have no Juſt Claim to Liberty; and/inſtedd of 
ſaying in his dull Drollery, that the Preſent Migiſers 
are Wiſe, and Uncorrupt ; that the Preſent Parliament 
have had the greateſt 9 * to Juſtice in all their Pro- 
| —— ; and that the People have nothing to fear 
while his Majeſty is upon the Throne: Let him give 
us Facts which ſhow that the Miniſters are corrupt, and 
unadviſed ; that the Parliament has proceeded in an 
Unparliamentary Way ; and that the — can never 
be ſecure, till the Proteſtaut Fucceſſon is overthrown. 
No one (ſays the TA uE Barron) can be ſo mali- 
cious or weak as to imagine here is any Reflection in- 
tended upon any Gentleman who has the Honour to be 
entruſted with the Care of the National Revenue. It 
Would be injurious to ſuppoſe that a Cenſure upon Aſtro- 
logers would reflect upon Sir Isa Ac NEwToON, or a 
Feſt upon Quacks affront a Mtav or a FRIEND. Why 
will you be at the expence of this unneceflary Civility ? 
Is any one ignorant of your remarkable Candour and 
Deference to Perſons in high Stations, and Offices of 
Truſt? We are ſenfible the perſonated Characters in 
= Spamſh Memoirs have no reference to any great 
Man now living ; ſuch a Suppoſition would be equally 
injurious, as to imagine what, the BRITON has dudi- 
crouſly ſaid of the Author of the Tave BRITOx, 
ſhould bear hard upon a Moft_[!luſtrious 3. or that there 
is any Similitude between a Patrician Garreteer, and a 
Nobleman inheriting a great Eſtate. 1 
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14 The BRITON. Ne 4. 1 
The Exchequer (to cloſe in with this extravagant 3 
Surmiſer) muit neceſſarily have the Pretender's Intereſt 1 
fo much at heart, that ſurely it would not ſurprize an 
one if they had iſſued out ſuch a Trifle as 250,000 J. 
for the Su of his Cauſe. And where could they 
have pitch d upon a more — Perſon to tranſact that 
Affair, than the late loyal Biſhop of Rocheſter? I hope M 
the Txvz Barron will excuſe me for giving the Pre- 1 
ſerence in this Buſineſs of Remittance to the Prelate; 
conſidering, his own Party are too well appriz'd of this 
great Writer's Honeſty and O Economy to conſide in him 
as a Banker. | 

Every one's general Character (ſays this ſage young 
Man) ig His beſt Defence. My dear Friend, in your 
Errata at the bottom of your next Paper, aſſure the 
World, that this Scrap of Wiſdom was printed by Mi- 
ſtake; incur not the heinous Sin of Self-Murder. 

'The Bill for amy, a. e Pains and Penalties on 
the late Conſpirators, hath given great and grievous 
Offence to the Tx uE BATTON and his Correſpondents. 
Ci ckxo, in the Time of the Catilinarian Conſpiracy, 

having apprehended ſeveral of the moſt eminent Tray- 
tors, for the greater Expedition and Security, firſt im- 
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iſoned, and afterwards executed them, only upon a 

| e of the Senate. Whereupon Clodius (the Tn un 

A Roman) through his Intereſt with the Populace, pro- 

J cured a Law to be paſſed, that all thoſe ſhould be im- f 
1} peach'd, who had put to death any Citizen of Roux, 4 
| without the Judgment of the People, and the Forma- 
1 lity of a Trial. The fatal Conſequence of this Law, 
i was, the Baniſhment of CI cxRO, and the Ruin of 
1 that Commonwealth the TRUE BRITO N ſeems ſo 

1 fond of. | 

1 His laſt Friday's Paper begins with this remarkable i 
| Piece of Intelligence: Oaras are at Preſent the com- ; 
mon Converſation of all CoxrkR-Hovsks, and, whatis 0 
g more extraordinary, of all the TEKA-TABLES in Town. © 


Would not any one ccnclude from theſe Words, that 

Gentlemen and Ladies had univerſally abandon'd them- 

ſelves.to profane Swearing? That the Fair Sex had 3 

taken up the caſt- off Vices of Dragoons? And that our = 

Coffee-Houſe Politicians were become finer — XY 
As ene 
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than the PRARAORH Captains? But ſuch is our Au- 
thor's· Singularity, that he very ſeldom means what his 
Expreſſions import, an Improvement in Style peculiar 
to himſelf | - 

I am told, notwithſtanding his Knight-Errantry in 


| Defence of the Ladies, they will never admit of him 


as their Champion, till he ſhews ſome Regard for One, 
whom the Laws both of Honour and Society oblige 
him to cheriſh and protect in an eſpecial manner. | 
This Patriot Author has declar'd, that he ſhall not 
vouchſafe to give any Anſwer to my Papers, becauſe 
the Remarks. in them are only Perſonal, and ſuch as 
will more effectually recommend him to his Friends. 
Indeed, I always took his Friends to be of that Stamp, 
that the worſe they knew his Character to be, the bet- 
ter they would like him. The Aſſociate they value 
molt, and who is fitteſt for their Purpoſes, is a Perſon 
who is troubled with no Qualms, either of Honour or 
Conſcience. I ſhall therefore go on, Week after Week, 
to endear him more and more to his Party 3 hoping, 
if he can have patience to wait a little time, to make 
him the Idol of all the ſeditious Spirits in the Na- 


God - | 


To gratify his Ambition then, What can more recom- 
mend this young Accomplice to Men of deſperate For- 
tunes; than to obſerve to them, that he has no ſettled 
Notions of Men and Things; or (which will ſerve their 
turn as well) that he is not aſhamed of contradicting 
himſelf in the Face of the Publick. One while, he 


thinks the Puniſhment inflicted on the late Soth. ea 


Directors, too little for their Nemerits ; another while, 
he thinks the ſame Puniſhment a Hardſhip. One Day 
he applauds the Jigs, as the great Aſſertors of Eng- 
liſh Liberty ; and within ſeven Days after, he calls 
them Villains, Plunderers, Sc. and ſays, the Tories are 
the only Perſons who act with Honeſty, . 

I agree with the TRUE BRITON, that he Death of 
QuxEN ANNE left this Kingdom in à more free and 


happy State than her Acceſſion found it. And why? 


becauſe, after her Death, honeſt Men were no longer 
in fear leſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion ſhould be de- 
feated. But I cannot agree with his Worthy Friend 


— . —— * % * 
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A. B. who ſays, The Roman Catholic Nonconformity 
may be juſily ſaid to be purely Religious. What judi- 
cious — 

mity is at leaſt as much Political as Religious, if not 
more? And does not their very acknowledging the 
Supremacy of the Por x, record them, as it were, Ene- 
mies to a Proteſtant King? 


I have been very poſitive in affirming, that the Wri- 
ter of the TRUE BRITON is (in our vulgar Phraſe) the 


Ringleader of the Facobites. I ſhall now diſcloſe to 


him, and my Readers, how I came to find out this Se- 
cret, even before he commenc'd Author. In order to 


this, I muſt obſerve, that Seals and Rings have been 
(and are ſtill) of great Uſe in the diſcovering of Con- 
ſpirators. Many of the Catilinarian Conſpirators were 

iſcovered by this means; feveral anonymous Letters 


were ſeiz d, which the Senate could make nothing of, 
till they had accurately examined the Seals, In the 


Time of AN THONx's Proſcription, a certain proſcribed 


Roman Knight diſguiſed himſelf in the Habit of a 


Slave, and had eſcaped conceal'd, if the Ring he wore 
upon his Finger, peculiar to Roman Knights, had not 
betray'd him. By a ſmall Token of the like nature, 
did I find out the Perſon I now write againſt, even 
when under the Diſguiſe of a J/hig : He has long ſince 
worn, and to this Day wears a Ring in which is the 
Pretender's Image; this Ring he receiv'd from the 
Hands of His Kix; and by it he is (as it were) 
wedded to his Intereſts. Gyges had a Ring, that, when- 
ever he pleas'd, render'd him invifible ; whereas the 


Ring of this ſhallow Politician, reveals himſelf, and his 
whole Intentions to every Beholder, | 


does not know, that their Nonconfor- 
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a better, or more r Man never 
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” Eupolis, atque Cratinus, Ariſtophaneſque Poet, 


* Atque alii, quorum Comœdia priſca Virorum eſt; 
Si quis erat dignus deſcribi, quod malus, aut fur, 
5 Luod Mechrns foret, aut ſicarims, aut alioqut 


* Famoſus ; multa cum Libertate notabant. 
3 Wedneſday, September 4. 1723. 


1 1 Have effectually recommended the Patrician Li- 
+ 4 beller to his factious, and profligate Friends, the For- 
lorn Hope of the Pretender ; many of whom (I doubt 
not) have by this time, pay'd their Homage to his Ring, 
= which he will one day wiſh he had never worn: At the 
= ſame time, I have decypher'd his paſt, and his future 
> Writings to the credulous honeſt Men; who might other- 
wiſe have gone on in the Miſtake of imagining his Ho- 
mou to be a bold Stickler for the Good of his Country. 
Let not my Readers be ſurpriz'd, that I have taken 
the Metro to his Monday's Dulneſs for my own Uſe. 
Had he known the Meaning of it, he never could have 
© thought it proper for his Purpoſe. He forgets (or ne- 


ver knew) that Ar1sTOPHANES was a very witty, but 


very profligate Poet; whom the Oppoſers of Equity, 
Juſtice, and good Government in Athens, had inliſted 


into their Service, and employ'd him to level his Talent 


of Ridicule againſt Soc RATES, than whom, rhaps, 
4 | os: in 
any State. Had the TRUE BAIToN as great a Share 
cf this Comedian's Wit, as he has of his Patrioti ſin, 
no 72 and good Man would be able to live in quiet 
5 for im. * A af 15 

It is well known to every Youth bred in a Publick 


School, (an Advantage which this over-grown Boy ne- 
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ver had) that the Old Comedy degenerated into ſo in- 
famous a Licentiouſneſs, that it was at laſt thought ne- 


ceſſary to reſtrain it by Law. And as the Stage in 


Athens ſtood in nced of a Regulation, ſo does the Preſs 
in London: and yet, there may be ample Liberty al- 
low'd to every Man of Senſe and Honeſty, and to every 


_ well-meaning Blockhead, to publiſh his Notions can- 
didly on any Subject which the Writer ſhall think may 


tend to the Welfare of a Free People. | 
To this let me add, that he ends his Week's Labour 
as he began it; giving the Town another very pat 
Piece of Raillery out of Horace, wherein the Satiriſt 
deſcribes juſt ſuch a wrong-headed wicked Fellow as 
himſelf, and concludes him to be {ſtark mad. 
Having ſhewn the TRUE BRTTON what an unlucky 
Choice he has made of his Aotto's, I ſhall beſtow ſome 
Pains in pointing out to him ſome of the many Abſur- 
dities contain'd in his Papers : Remarking firſt, that his 
Motto's and his Seditions Homilies never have any Re- 
lation one to the other. | | 
Many Writers have been calumniated by their Adver- 
ſaries; but ſurely this is the firſt Inſtance of an Author's 


3 twice a Week Libels upon himſelf, partly in 


ompoſitions of his own, and partly in Letters from his 
thrice ingenious Correſpondents, which, from the Si- 
militude of Stile, I am apt to imagine may be likewiſe 


his own. Perjurers, (lays his Obedient Humble Ser- 


vant H. M.) and ſuch as procure and ſuborn them, are 
certainly the moſt reprobate of Men. All Mankind 
fnontd avoid the leaſt Commerce with them, as of Per ſons 
infected: There is nothing Baſe they cannot undertake ; 
and what is worſe, but what they will undertake, to ſu- 


tiate their Malice, or promote their Intereſt, or that of 


their Employers: I would therefore beg this deteſtable 
Vice may be the Subjeft of your Maſtenly Satire. A very 
obliging Requeſt indeed! when it ſhall be conſider'd, 
that this great Maſter of Satire has ſworn Allegiance to 
RING GEOROE, and yet employs the Stretch of his 
weak Abilities to ſubvert his Government, and to vilify 
all his Friends and his Miniſters: And for what? Why, 
truly, 70 ſ#riate his own Malice, or to promote his In- 
zereſt, or that of his Employers. | 
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Ne 5. The BRITON. > W 
The TRUE BRITON, in his Friday's Paper, very ſo- 
lemnly aſſures us, hat no living Characters are, or can be 
there pointed at. A Fortnight ago I ſhould not have rely'd 
on his Word ; but I find this Author has {till fo much In- 
genuity (or ſo little Iatrepidity) about him, that he is 
not inſenſible of Correction; and that by my wholeſome 
Caftigations, he is reduced to a better Temper of Mind, 
and to ſome Sort of Condeſcenſion to his Superiors. I 
queſtion not but ina little time I ſhall make him the beſt- 
bred Libeller alive ; and that whenever he.is inclin'd to 
indulge his natural Talent of Scurrility, he will here- 
after chuſe to couch it as harmleſly as may be, in the 
Epiſtles of his learned Friend Z. J. As to my Muſhroon 
Performances, as he very ingeniouſly ſtiles them, there 


is this e at leaſt attends them, that I am in no 


dread of their being remember'd hereafter : And my 
Printer aſſures me, he ſleeps in quiet. | 
Now, I ſhall preſent the Publick with a Specimen of 
this Writer's Penetration in Natural Philoſophy, and his 
fublime Manner of Thinking, in the following Words : 
There have been Grandees only remarkable by their 
Greatneſs, and their Greatneſs has been all without them: 
They reſemble certain fruitleſs Mountains in ſome Parts 
of the World, which T have been in, «hich produce nei- 
ther Herb nor Plant. They ſtem to touch Heaven with 
their ſtately Tops, yet ſerve the Earth for nd manner of 


= Uſe or Benefit at all: Therefore their Sterility makes 
= their Height accurs d. This it is to examine only the 
= Surface of 3 : It is well known, that barren, high 


Mountains (as this Traveller calls them) are frequently 
ſtor'd with hidden Treaſures ; with Quarries of Stone, 


and Minerals of ſeveral Sorts; which are Productions as 


uſeful to Mankind, in great Cities, as any they op 


from the moſt fertile Lands. Not to mention, that hig 


Mountains do in many Places pour down Waters in abun- 


3/4; 
55 
1 
3 
* 
CNY 


=. 1 
WY i 
A 


dance to refreſh the Valleys: and are accurſed by no 
Man, who is not ignorant of the Wiſdom of the Creation. 
As to the Sublimity of this Huge Simile, it conſiſts ei- 
ther in talking of ſomewhat very high, or in its Unlike- 
F neſs ; and a Steeple would have ſerv'd his turn much 
better. So that the whole of this Paragraph is, I will not 


ſay, a Maſs, or a Heap, but a Mountain of Nonſenſe. -- 
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There have been always and in all a e np 
mmworthy Perſons exalted to Grandeur. The TRUE 
BRITON is a notorious Inſtance of this Misfortune inci- 
dent to Governments; and left his Ingratitude to the 


Prince who exalted him ſhould be forgotten, his Cor- 


reſpondent Z. J. with great Diſcernment, chuſes to libel 
his honour d Maſter, rather than a ſingle Overſight in 
the preſent Government ſhould paſs unremember'd. 
What this accurate Writer means by dium Authority, 


I own is beyond my Comprehenſion; and it may be. 


coupled with another Elegancy of his, Which runs thus : 
Private Men oftentimes fall on their Legs. Have Men 
in publick Stations then no Legs to ſupport them? Or 
are private Men only of the Car King? Return moſt 
Gallant Horſp1r from the North; let not your noble 
Courage be caſt down ; reviſit this Metropolis, the Seat of 
your Renown ; disband your Alphabetical Correſpon- 
dents; comfort your deſponding Friends; and renew 
that bold Spirit of Patriotiſm, which firſt endear'd you 
to them : And perhaps your Writings, periſhing as they 
are, may ſurvive your ſelt. | ' 

Mr. Z. Y. ſays, Princes (to which let me add Au- 
thors likewiſe) ſporld make a ſtritt Enquiry into the 


Abilities of thoſe they employ ; they ſhould not ſuffer . 


themſelves to be led by Occaſion, but take for their Inſiru- 
ments ſuch as are able, not ſuch as ſtand next, or firſt offer 
themſelves. I can no ways account for the Patrician's 
Choice of his Journeymen, unleſs (as a late Author ſays to 
his Antagoniſt) he acts upon the Principles of Humility, 
ard in Imitation of a Roman Cuſtom, that when a Con- 
ſul triumph'd, he ſuffer'd a Slave to ride with him in 

his Chariot. +2 5 | 
This Paper is the firſt wherein the TR Uf BRIToN 
makes any Profeſſion of Religion; and here, indeed, he 
turns a Compiler of Litanies, and preſents us with the 
following Collect: Lord! turn away from all States an 
Evil, arhich is the Cauſe of ſo many other Evils ! De- 
ny not Sovereign Princes that Spirit of: Conduct which 
is jit for them to govern by ! Give them Tnderſtanding to 
colunſel themſelves well, and to chuſe their Counſellors as 
they ought. Amazing Change! The, Preſident of the 
Hell. ſire Club takes up the Chair of the Preacher ; and 
| | ng 
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no doubt Religion, enforc'd by the exemplary Life and 
Character of the TRUE BRITON, muſt have a migh- 
ty Weight upon the Minds of all pious, and well-diſpo- 
ed Perſons. e | 


The BRITON. 


Rudis indigeſtaque Moles. Ovid. 


Wedneſday, September 11, 1723. 
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| HE Txvz BRITON ſeems, of late, to have utter- 


ly and ſhamefully abandoned the Care of his Dear 
Country, and to have turn'd it entirely over to the Vi- 
ilance of his obliging Correſpondents; a Nameleſs 
Gs of Scribblers, whom he marks for his On, as 
the Country People mark their Sheep with Too Great 


Letters. Amongſt theſe Animals, Z. Z. bears the molt fin- 


gular Mark of Diſtinction; and by the Oddneſs of it, one 
would imagine, the Creature is vain of his Badge, and 
thinks there is Wit and Humour in the Fag-Znd of an 
Alphabet. If the Patron'of theſe Starvelings of the 
Preſs has a more Favourite Journeyman undignity'd, he 
may laviſh yet more Wit and Humour upon him by En- 


nobling him with the per Ove of an c. 


I have all along wonder'd how the Coffee houſes can 
have the Patience to bear with a Succeſſion. of Half- 


Sheets, fill'd with frivolous Declamation, dull Repeti- 


tion, Common-Place Topicks, groſs Prevarication, in- 
correct Thinking, improper Diction, Tinſel Rhetorick, 
and falſe Grammar; in a word, with a meer Grub- 
ſtreet Paper, fit only to amuſe Porters and Draymen, 


over. Ale and Tobacco in a Cellar. But ſuch is the de- 
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22 The BRITON. N®6. 
praved Taſte of the Age, that Impudence, Calumny, 
and Scdition, (how clumzily foever expreſsd) paſs for 
Wit and Spirit, with all thoſe, who ſeldom read but in 
a Coffee houſe. | 105 

This Confideration put me once upon reſolving to un- 
dergo the Fatigue of culling out the moſt choice and re- 
markable Dulneſſes, which give ſo great a Weight to the 
Performances of this Author : But I muſt confeſs, my 
Reſolution flagged under the Load; and I quitted my 


Deſign, when J had tranſiently view'd his plentiful Ma- 
gazine of Lumber; the Tenth Part of which (with the 


Addition of proper Remarks) cannot be pack'd up in 
Ten Sheets. Nevertheleſs, for the Inſtruction (or at 


leaſt, for the Shame and Confufion) of his ignorant Ad- 


mirers; I ſhall Jay before them (referring to the par- 


ticular Ppragrofhs) a few Samples of uncommon Inge- 


nuity, as they lie diſperſed through his laſt Monday Se- 
ven-11cht's Entertainment. ih 

Paragr. 3. If he caſts but a ſuperficial Eye on the 
lofty Flights of the Favourites of Princes, how in ef- 


Fett they manage All the Reins of the Government, 


though their Maſters fit in the Saddle, &c. 


Werc it not, that this is a ſolid Plock of well- com- 


pacted Nenſenſe, on which a Critick might employ a 
whole Page in Folio; I could ſhew my Friend (whom I 
take to be ſomewhat dull of Apprehenſion) that by the 
Phraſe of a ſuperficial Eye, an intelligent Reader will 
ſee with half an Eye, that he has but a very ſuperficral 
Knowledge in the Uſe of Words. To paſs over this; cer- 
tainly we caſt an Eye 2% to (not on) the /ofty Flights of 
any High-Flyers, whether Favourites, or Falcons, or 
Jack da u,. But then this Amendment will produce 
another npropriety: For, we do not caſt a ſuperficial 
Eye 7 70 any great Height: Therefore, he had as good 
Rick to o; and then, Lofty Flights need only to be 

Ken for a Surface, or ſomething that Hes level to, or 
2 little above or below, the Eye: and thus, ſo much of 
the Sentence may paſs for Engliſh. Next, comes the 
Prince (or Maſter) fitting in the Saddle; and his Fa- 
vourites, 7474817 all the Reins off Government. How, 
then, ſhall we diſpoſe of theſe managing Favourites? 
Are they on Foot? or on Ving, as is intimated in. If 

* BY | Flights? 
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Flights? Or is the Prince's Horſe to carry double? But 
there is yet another Difficulty : All the Reins of Govern 
ment implies more than one Horſe, one Bridle ; and 
conſequently more than one Saddle. How, then, ſhall 
we do to mount our Prince on more Horſes, or to ſeat 
him in more Saddles, than one at a Time? This is a 
{ad Plunge ; and I fear there is no Poſſibility of getting 
out of it, at a leſs Expence than by allowing the Prince 
a Coach and Six; which is the proper Meraphorical 
Egui page, when we ſpeak of All the Reins of Govern- 
ment. Thus we not only get out of the Mire, but im- 
prove the Thought: For Ha Prince may {till ſit in the 
Saddle, as was at firſt intended; and be Poſtilion te his 
own Coach; and (which is to our Purpoſe) imagine, 
he drives, while he is, in reality, driven by his Mini- 
ſters ; whom we have now an Opportunity to ſeat in the 
Box: And then, it will be maniteſt to every Reader of 
the meaneſt Capacity, that theſe Favourites have the 
WW hip-Hand of their Maſter. It may indeed be ob- 
jected, that there is nobody all the while in the Coach: 
But we mult not 22407 ſe the Prince, unleſs he takes a 
Fancy to fit in his Coach upon the Saddle; and then, 
our Obſervation upon Court Favourites will be as well 


explain'd, whether theſe ſaucy Varlets drive their Ma- 


ſter before them, or drag him after, thro' all the dirty 


Roads, they pleaſe. 


Paragr. 6. Their Integrity muſt now retire to give 
lace to their new acquired Fortune; and their too rank. 
Preferment ſtfles their Honeſty ; fo that ever after, as 
Courtiers, they muſt aim only to advance their own nar- 
row Intere(t, ana blow up ſome ſnori-liv'd Sparks to 
quam their PHI VAT E Fingers, out of tbe Pu LICx 
Ates of their ruin d Country, =» | 
Their Integrity muſt now retire, to give place to their 
new acquired Fortune: What a Circumlocution is here, 
to bewilder a little Common Senſe ! Suppoſe Z. Y. had 
been more ſparing in Words, and had only ſaid ; Their 
Integrity muſt vow give place to their Ambition? But 
then, he would not have cut a Figure ; and we ſhould 
have loſt the lively Repreſentation, of Madam Iutegri- 
7y dropping a Curteſy, and modeſtly retiring out of the 
Courtier, 70 give place to the Haughty Madamoiſelle New- 
FINDING "C'S  — TT m__Sss 


. 
-— — r „ _— a 
"= _— ou — . 2x * — . — — . - rr — — — — — = b * nn - — > — 
" 4 = — — — ® A — — — — 2 ſ 6 > * * 2 — - — 
= $2; $55. ti 2s — 4h egos _ — — — ena — 4 — ES — = — — — — — 2 2 . Et rear on EE ON 
RS I 2 — — — 8 — y : bs x : : : - : - 37 * 2 - 1 „ * 3 — b oo = — -— "= 
— 2 For FS ng N r 2 I ED III —— Xx FE x. As. == Mn LE x _ — == — — — XL - 5 . — — 
* 2 * — K * a FOES f 1 = = r 
- * * 2 „ eg = 2 * by — f 
- i— . — hog — - ac - 
” = P=Y * — ä 0 b £ 
22 * ** * 2 7 _—_—_ 2 
= 9 


a; 
_ 


— FT —— HA > Ag. 
ERPs => => — Oh = 

— - — — x — 

* 3 - 
— — 


24 The BRITON. Ne 6. 
acquired Fortune; who (we may imagine) makes her 
Entrance in a monſtrous Hoop- Petticoat, giving a loud 
Crack with her Fan; and crying, Out you Doway, to 
the old-faſhion'd Matron. And their too rank Prefer- 
ment ſtifles their Honeſty : Here I am at a lo's to know, 
whether Razk alludes to Smells, or to the Luxuriancy 
of any Kinds of Herbage, or to both : Wherefore Im- 

artiality requires, we ſhould allow the Writer to chuſe 
tor himſelf. Firſt then, as to Smells: Preferment is 
offenſive to the Noſtrils of a TRUE BRITON; Ho- 
neſty ſtops her Noſe at it; ont upon this filrhy Lucre, 
Me cries; ſhe gaſps after Poverty; ſhe expires; ſhe is 
ſtifled. But then, does not Preferment always imply 
ſomewhat of Exaltation, or a riſing from a lower Sta- 
tion to a higher? And, are we not uſually freer from 
noiſome Stenches in proportion as we aſcend? So that 
the Alluſion to Smells muſt be given up; unleſs this 
Gentleman will ingenuouſly own, that he by Experience 
knows, the higheſt Apartments to be (Figuratively 
ſpeaking) c rank Preferments. Now as to rank 
Growths. Here 00 rank Preferment is a great Plenty 
of thriving Weeds, which Rifle (or over-run, or choak) 


the Corn, alias the Honeſty of the Courtier : Or, other- 


wiſe, too rank Preferment is a rich Paſture, or a Field 
of Clover, (for Courtiers bave lived in Clover, Time out 
of Mind) and the little Dwarf Honeſty (like Tom Thumb) 


is loſt, is bury'd, is ſtifled, in the Graſs. Laſtly, if he 


contends for a two-fold Alluſion; we may take this un- 
ſavoury, and over-luxurious Preferment for a Thicket 
(if I may be indulg'd a little in Metaphor) of Hemlock, 
and leave the Honeſty of Courtiers to be doubly ſmo- 
ther'd in it. So that ever after, as Courtiers, they muſt 
aim only to aduauce their own Intereſt : Even here, if 
my Friend aims at Propriety, he is wide of the Mark: 


But I grow impaticnt to come to the Cloſe of this la- 
bour'd Period. Aud blow up ſome ſoort-liv'd Sparks to 


warm their Private Fingers, ont of the PuprLick 
Aſbes heir ruin Country. Or J am very much mi- 
ſtaken, or our Fark has, by this one Puff, blown him- 
e up for a Writer. It is a Bounce of Oratory, ſuffici- 
ent to make the moſt Lethargick Readers ſtart: And 
yet ſeriouſly confider'd, what ſublimer Image _ this 
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Flatulency of Diction convey to a Man in his Senſes 
than that of a poor Apple woman, fitting at her Stall 
in a ſharp Froſt, and warming her Fingers over a Pan 
of Small Coal ? | 

Paragr. 10. Such as have @ Regard to Honeſty 
would not precipitate themſelves into Publick Aﬀairs, 
and ſtand gaping like greedy Camelions, to bs puffed up 
ewith the tainted Air of haughty and luxurious Courts, 
where Intereſt can ſtarcely be preſerv'd (unleſs by Mi- 
racle) without a Shipwreck of Conſcience. Here we 
have precipitate Men, ſtanding with their Mouths wide 
open, in the midſt of Publick Affairs; Camelions put- 
fed up with tainted Air; Haughty and Luxurious 
Courts; a Shipwreck, and conſequently a Sea; two 
Paſſengers, Intereſt and Conſcience, adriſt on Shipboard; 
- one of which (without a Miracle) mutt periſh in the 
Storm. Never, ſure, did any Painter aſſemble ſuch an 
exquiſite Medley of Figures into one little Table! And 
authorized by ſo great a Maſter of Compoſition, it will 
be no monſtrous Catachreſis, it I ſay, this Piece of a 
Sentence is a Camelion, puffed up with the moſt hungry 
and refin'd Air of Nonſenſe. | 
But, were I to dwell upon the remaining Abſurdities 
that lie before me, I ſhould tire myſelf, as well as my 
Readers. Wherefore I ſhall only tranſcribe ſome of 
them, and leave every one at liberty to criticize for 
himſelf. 

Paragr, r. What then ſhall we ſay of thoſe porten- 
tous Meteors, which ſometimes blaze in that ſuperior 
Orb, and like noxious Exhalations drawn up by the 
wanton Beams of Faucur, from the Slime and Filth of 
the World, preſage more Calamities, than a Comet, to 


thoſe Nations in which they appear. 

Paragr. 12. Jaſolent Giants] that combat with dif 
play'd Colours, the Authority of Fundamental Laws, 
and all Methoas of \ Fuſtice ! who in the Government of u 
State, produce Deſigns, form'd for its Ruin, and fitter 
por the Vitals f exhauſted Provinces! To compleat 
his Rage againft theſe Miſcreants, who fatten upon gut- 
ted Provinces, he ſhonld have called them Hbttemtors 
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26 The BRITON. Ns 6. 
Paragr. 13. Princes and Great Men are born oft-times 
with excellent Qualities, and are like calm and Halcyon 
Seas, fuld with Riches and Power, that might do good 
TF ro all the World, if the Winds would but let them flow 
11 gently, according to their own Nature. I cannot hel 
| obſerving, that the Seas owe much of their Riches, — 
if almoſt their whole Power of doing good to all the World, 


: : * - 
„ 


I! |! and Halcyon Seas would ſtagnate, and we ſhould all 
1 (Iſlanders more eſpecially) be poiſon'd in a ſhort time. 
„ A Swarm of Flatterers (meer Inſects bred out of Pu- 
Wl | trefaction by the Warmth of Royal Sunſhine !) that un- 


18 &c. Nay, their Revenues and Incomes, are but Ti u- 
\ Aer to Debauchery, and Supplies to Riot. 

WW Paragr. 14. Inſufferable Grandees, who wreak their 
1 Private Spleens with the Hanas and Arms of their Ma- 
W | | fters. 15. And make their Vices the only Rondels where- 
bl | by they mount the Ladder of tow'ring Preferment. And 
i | thus out of one Epiſtle, have I collected a lumping Pen- 

| nyworth of Rank Weeds in Flower. | 
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All Things we dare; | 
| But would not willingly offend the Fair. 


Wedneſday, September 18. 1 523. 


1 Shall ſay nothing concerning the two following Let- 


them to every judicious Reader. Fane; 
ih SIX, 


HR to the Vinds. And that without the Winds, theſe calm 


1 | 
|. aer the Umbrage of Adorers, make themſelves Maſters, 


| _ Hannibal's Overtbrow.. 
— —— A. ommn. — — — — 


ters, their good Senſe will ſufficiently recommend 
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RI in the TAE BRITON the Petition of the 
rich unmarried Women of Great Britain to the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons ; I was at firſt deeply affec- 
ted with the Complaints of thoſe tender. Creatures, 
whoſe ſlighteſt Inquietudes give me a ſenſible Concern, 


for their being thrown into a terrible Conſternation to 


hear that the Parliament had ſo little confider'd the 
Delicacy of their Natures, as to oblige them to ſo un- 
uſual a Thing as Swearing. Whereupon I was determin'd 
for the Sake of myſelf, as well as of the Ladies, to ju- 
ſtiſy the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons, (where- 


in as a Member I was concern'd) at the ſame time that 
1 ſhew'd how groundleſs their Cauſes of Petition are, 


and what an ungrateful Return they have made to a Set 
of People who have always ſhewn themſelves the moſt 
forward in a Publick, as likewiſe in a Private Charac- 
ter, to adjuſt and make eaſy their Affairs. | 

In the firſt place you declare, that you are not ſenſible 
that you have been guilty of any Attions or Expreſſions 
that can bring you under a Suſpicion of Diſloyalty to the 
Government. Miſſes, for Shame! who taught you to 
tell ſuch horrible Fibbs? Then you ſay, that you have 
rais's and lower'd your Heads, have ſvew'd your beſt 
Cloaths and Airs on Birth-Nights, &c. 

It is remark'd by all the Hiſtorians I have ever read, 
that in all Governments, and in all Ages, you delighted 
in frequent Variations of your Dreſs: Neither do I find 
they reckon'd it boded Harm, or Good to a State, any 
more than the Prognoſtications of the late ingenious 


Mr. PaxTRIDGE. As to your ſbewing your beſt Cloaths 


and Airs on Birth-Nights, &c. this is ſo fallacious a 
Method of proving your Loyalty, that you are meer 
Latitndinarians in this reſpect; for it is my private 
Opinion, that there is not a Prince of whatever Religi- 
on, Policy, or Colour, from Zaplaud to the Enſft-Hrnates, 
but to whom you would make the fame Oſtenta tion of 
your Allegiance. 


The next Complaint you make, is indeed ſo very vul- 


gar, that I was ſurpriz'd that the rich unmarried Wo- 
en of Great Britain ſhould think it any Hardſhip, that 
I | | the 


EN 


P 


h N 
1 
1 n 
12454; 
* | 2 
1 | 
1 
3 
k 
1 
| 1 
=_ oo 
1068 
_ 
fy | 
44 : 
BE | + 
1 
9 
5 
If 1 187 
8 
A ve , 
+ 
Wilt | 1 
q 
= 7 Y 
i F 
"| 
: = 
"" 
- l ö 1 


#3 . 
'Y 
I; 
Qu 
WH 
i 
ef 
? 
jt 
! 
4 
bi 
y 
1. 
+1 
1 
1 a 
"i 
= 
vos! 1 
$44 
an 
y 11 
2 
ml 
I Ht 
. 7 
1 ir 
1 
* 
p 1 
147K 
. 
* 
. 
1 
ml 
. 
414 
1 
5 
4 
WW 
"| 
1 79 
1 
16 
i : % 
' : 1 
0 
i! "Fl 
1 4 : 
"1, 
NE | 
Pt 
x , 
ud „ 
1 > 
x 1 
„ ö 
þ 
. 
"5 i 
ME: 
+ 
p | 
we 
1 - 
| 1 
be. | o 
nm * i 
"1. 7 
1 
zl 
* 72 
kl 
L - 
1 14 
iq 
1 
| 


28 The BRITON.  N9®7z. 


the Parliament would not permit them to wear Callico 


for their Under-Petticoats. The waiting Gentlewomen 


: _—_ upon you to inſert this Complaint. And was 


not afraid of carrying you too far into the abſtruſe Sub- 


ject of Trade, and how much of late Years it is advan- 
ced ; I'could make you ſenfible, that you ought to have 


been aſham'd long ago of ſtanding in need of the In- 
terpoſition of the Houſe of Commons, to prevent you from 
demeaning yourſelves ſo much, as to wear ſo uncoſtly a 
Dreſs as Callico. BE 6 | | 
You would mightily oblige me by letting me under- 


ſtand what important Alteration in the Cut of your Sleeve 
at preſent takes up your Time; that I may be better 


- ron he to judge, whether ſuch an Innovation in oor 
own will make the World Reparation, for the Loſs of 


your keen Debates, and learned Enquiries into the Pope's 
Authority, or the Diſtinftions of Indeſeaſibls, Heredi- 


tany, and Parliamentary Right. 
In the next Paragraph you appear in Character, and 


roundly tax us with an unequitable Procedure 79 load you 
'evith double Taxes for Di ſaffection, ſince Loyalty does 


not qualify you for the Profits of State Offices: And 
then very Womanly expect a Confideration, for the 
Trouble we put you to in Swearing : (via. i bat you may 
be impower d to ſend Parliament- Nomen to the Houſe, or 
at leaſt that one of the Secretaries of State may be of your 
Sex ; or to come in for a Share in the Poſts of the Army. 


In the firſt place, it has been a Uſage, Time out of 


Mind, obſerv'd by the Houſe of Commons, to reject Pe- 


titions, when the Petitioners would make their own 


Terms: But conſidering that you are Lady-Peritioners, 


we ſhould readily comply with your ſmall Requeſt of 


being admitted into the Hoſe of Commons; but we have 


reſolv'd (ever fince the Acceſſion of KI NG GEORGE) 
that none but Manly Spirits ſhould have a Place there. 


I ſhould not much —_— a Lady's being one of the 
Secretaries of State. Your Dexterity in Intrigues, and 


deep Infi ht into the Nature of Man, mult nee ds qua- 


lify you for ſuch a Poſt; but notwithſtanding, 1 can't 


help thinking, there are ſeveral Places in the Vardrobe, 
or Heralds Office, would better ſuit your Inglinations. 


As 
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As to your defiring Poſts in the Army: This is the 
moſt reaſonable Requeſt I have yet met with; nor ſure- 
ly could the my of Commons have the Cruelty to re- 


jet a Petition 10 natural to the Sex. The brisk em- 
broider'd Officer, ingratiates himſelf into your Favour, 
with ſo many Charms tranſcending the more unornamen- 
tal Part of Mankind, that I do not wonder you would 
all transform your ſelves into Captains and Colonels; 
ſpreading your gaudy Colours, an ſtretching your Con- 
queſts far and near. | 


That Hero could behold, ſecure from Pain, 
The Martial Nymph ; leading her Scarlet Train, 
The Terrour, and the Grace of George's Reign? 


Though be pleaſed to obſerve, Ladies, that how 
great ſoever the Renown of Amazons hath been for 
Feats of Chivalry, few of them have been remarkably 
chaſte or virtuous. T 

In what follows you touch us in the tendereſt Point ; 
that this Houſe has often been Petitioners to , ur 
ſelves, &c. This moving Remoritrance could not fail 
of overpowering our Virtue, if you were to attack us 
fingly: But that I in a private Capacity may atone for 
the Ungallantry of my Brethren ; all the Projefs of our 
Caials, nay, all the Secrets of the Privy-Council, I will 


be ſure to inform you of; ee you'll promiſe not 


to ſay a Tittle of it to the Men: which I hope will be 
ſore Conſolation to you, for being deny'd ſuch agree- 
able Potts. N. I'Il leave to the Gentlemen of the 
Army to apprize you of all the Duels before they are 


fought. 


%. 


After ſo ſoothing a manner as you W our In- 
gratitude in the foregoing Paragraph, who could imagine 


that in the next you ſhould threaten to renounce us en- 


tirely, and live {till Rich Unmarry'd Women, to puniſh 


us ſo ſeyerely for not making you Captains, Privy- 
_ Comnſellors, or Partament-Women. If you ſhould an- 


ger us ſo heartily, that we ſhould take you at your Word, 
it would occaſion a much more Humble Petition, vis. 


That our Honours might be — and that you 


would deſire to know no Secrets but thoſe of a Husband. 


But I have not fo often flung my ſelf at your Feet with 
h | Votes 
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Pows and Proteſtations, but I muſt be a little acquainted 
with your Stile of Speaking ; I am perſuaded you were 
not ſerious, or perhaps you had been out of humour with 
all Husbands, by reflecting that one of the firſt Quality 
had conferr'd no other Benefit of Marriage on his Wife 
but that of a Title; and had left her abandon'd to the 
Solitude of a Country-Life, whilſt he liv'd in Town a 
Proſtitute to all the Vices of the Age. 

We cannot 3 indulge you in your uſual Way of 
Proteſiing and YVowing: The Vows of a Lady are no 
more to be regarded, than the Oaths of ſome Patricians ; 
your tender Conſciences can be ſecured by nothing, but 
Swearing ; and can you blame the Legiſlature for taking 
the only Means of making you their own ? 

Now I have gone through your Petition, which is the 
very firſt Time I ever had the Courage to confute the La- 
dies; give me leave to ſubjoin ſome Reaſons to make you 
ſenfible, how much you are indebted to the Legiſla- 
ture. 

Did they not for a long time ſuffer you to entertain 
your ſelves under Cover at the Maſquerades ? 

Did they not afterwards ſuffer you to enjoy the ſame 
Privileges at the Ridotto's, with the additional Pleaſure 
of ſhewing your Faces? : | 

Have they not moſt of them been Subſcribers to your 
Favourite Amuſement, the Opera's? 

Have they not order'd that the Fifty new Churches 


_ ſhould be finiſh'd with all poſſible Expedition; for it is 


no Inconſiſtency, that the Nymph who revels by Night, 
ſhould deſire to pray by Day? 

Have they ever laid any , A on you for wearing of 
Hoops, Diamond Necklaces, Clock'd Stockings, and Taſ- 


ſel'4 Garters? No. Then are not you the moſt aban- 


don dito Ingratitude, to utter your Upbraidings, not only 
in Petitions, but amidſt all the Female Cabals of the 
Town; when you can't deny you receive all theſe Bleſ- 
ſings from them? | ; 
T am, Sit, Tours and the Ladies 


Sept. 10. 1722. Humble Servant, 
Commoner. 


SIX, 
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SIX, 

1 Congratulate you upon your Succeſs, and thank you 

for pulling off the Mask of the Tave BRITO. 
He appears now no leſs than a determin'd Jacobite, and 
conſequently an Enemy to the Religious and Civil 
Rights of his Country. Neither am I ſurpriz'd to find 
him ſo, ſince he is one of the few, who (ſhould Popery 
and Arbitrary Power be introduc'd into this Kingdom) 
have neither Religion nor (ing ft to loſe, 

If we conſider this Noble Author, his Heing a Jaco- 
bite will eaſily account for all he ſays. As for Example, 


when he complains of the Paſſing of Bills to infli& 


Pains and Peralties, it is to me a very great Proof of the 
Neceſlity of ſuch a Bill: For he isa Jacobitè. So when 
he complains of the Number of Forces we have in Pay, 
it is no more than ſaying, that he thinks it impoſlible, 


while we have ſuch an Army, to bring in the Pretender : 


For he is a Facobite. Does he find fault with the preſent 
Miniſters, or give Advice for the chuſing of New Ones? 
This too is to be accounted for by His being a Faco- 
bite. | 

This Author is ſo very fond of that trite Saying, that 
it is he who applies, not he who writes, that makes the 
Scandal ; that he is for ever repeating, and his Cor- 
reſpondents ecchoing it back again. He ſeems alſo to 


take a great deal of pains to make us believe that he 


means nothing at all by his Writings : That he proves 
nothing but his Ignorance, moſt People will readily agree 
to; for ſurely no body but one loſt to Shame ny com- 
mon Senſe, would tell his Readers that our Trade is 
languiſhing, and our Credit falling, at a Time when the 
Land- Jar Money has been advanced at THREE per 
Cent. and South-Sea Bonds are reducing to Foug per 
Cent. But ſuch is the Candour of theſe Authors; they 
do not repreſent Things as they really are, but as they 
wiſh them to be ; 27 then abuſe the Kine and his 
Miniſters, for Facts and Conſequences which they them- 
ſelves have invented. 

Let Miniſters act ever ſo zealouſly for the Service of 
their Country, ſome People will always find room to 
abuſe them, cither by miſtaking their Views, or miſre- 


preſenting 
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preſenting their Actions: And ſurely that Miniſter 
would be very unfit for his Poſt, whoſe Actions could be 


accounted for by ſuch ſhallow Politicians, as the TRUE 
Bun ITox, and his Admirers. But ſay they, It is ne- 
ceſſary to keep People upon the Watch, leſt we ſhould 
have evil Miniſters ſome time or other; which is, as if 
a Man ſhould alarm a Houſe in the Dead of Night, and 


when he has raiſed the People, bid them take care of 
Fire, for that ſuch things have ſometimes happen'd. 
But ſince this Author has had Aſſurance enough to 
call himſelf ſometimes an Old M hig, in order to abuſe 
more ſucceſsfully, give me Leave, who am an Old 
Whig, to return, not only my Thanks, but thoſe of every 


Whig (old or new) in GREAT Britain, for what was 


done laſt Seffion of Parliament. It is what, to the 


eternal Honour of the preſent Miniſters, will be always 


gratefully remember'd by every honeſt Bx1ron. Every 
one may call to mind, after the Death of the late 
QuEzx, the Diſcontents occafion'd by the Impoſſibility 
of bringing high Offenders to Juſtice. What then do 
we not owe to thoſe Miniſters, who, conſcious of the Up- 
rightneſs of their Intentions, have dared to put it in the 
Power of the Legiſlature, not only to call to Account, 
but effectually to Puniſh bad Minifters? Such a Publick 


* as this in OL DUV RoME, would have been reward- 
e N 


with Statues. | 

„ T am yours, 
Sept. 4. 1723. 
| | Manley. 
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Good Name in Man or Woman, 

Ts the immediate Fewel of their Souls. 

Who ſteals my Purſe, ſteals Traſh ; 

But he that filches from me my good Name, 
Robs me of that «which not enriches him, | 
And makes me Poor indeed. Shakeſpear's Othello. 


ls. 


* 


medneſday, September 23. 1723. 


1 E RE has ſcarce been publiſh'd a A 
Libel ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion; but immedi- 


ately ſome Perſon of great Quality or Diſtinction is 


nam'd for the Author: As if, People thought an Illu- 
ſtrious Name, like the Image of a Monarch, dignify'd 
the baſeſt Metal. The ſublime Scriblers of the TRUE 
Briton have made uſe of this Artifice, to calumni- 
ate a young Nobleman ; and to give (as they imagine) 
a Sanction to Treaſon, Injur'd Innocence claims the 
Protection of every honeſt BRI TON; I ſhall therefore, in 
this Paper, clear this great, and good young Man, from 
ſo foul a Charge, as that of Ingratitude to his Prince, 
and Libelling bis Friends, under the ſpecious Character 
of a TRUE BRITON. I think there needs no other 
Proof to demonſtrate that this Nobleman cannot be 
concern'd in writing this ſeditious Paper, than by con- 
fidering the Preamble to his Grace's Patent; I mean 
the Preamble to that Patent, which was given him b 
his Majeſty Kinc Gzorcs 3 which in the printe 
Enugliſb Tranſlation is as follows: | 


D AS 
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* $0 it is the Honour Subjects, who are deſcended 


from an Illuſtrious Family, to imitate the great 


Framples of their Anceſtors 3 We efteem it no leſs our 
Glory, as a King, after the Manner of our Royal Pre- 


aeceggars, to dignify eminent Virtue by ſuitable Rewards. 


It is on this Account, that We confer a. new Title on 
our Right Truſty aud Entirely Beloved Couſin, Pure, 
MarquiſSof WHARTON, and MALMESBURY 3: Who tho 
he be born of a very ancient aud noble Family, wherein 
te may Yecken as mamy Patriots as Fore-Fathers, has 
rather choſen to diſtinguiſh himſelf” by his Perſonal Me- 
rit. The Britiſh Nation, not forgetful of his Father 
lately deceas'd, gratefully remember how much their 
late Invincible King WIIIIAM the Third, owed 10 
that conſtaut and conrageons Aſſerter of the Publick 


Liberty, and the Proteſtant Religion. The ſame extra- 


eramary Per fon deferv'd ſo well of Us, '1n-having ſup- 


Forted our Jutereſt by the Weight of his Counſels, the 
Force of his Wit, and the Firmmeſs of his Mind, at a 


Zime when our Title to the Succeſſion of this Realm was 


_ endanger 'd ; that in the Beginning of our Reign we iu- 


veſted him 1th the Dignity of a Marquiſs, as an Earneſs 
of our Royal Favour, the further Marks whereof wwe 
evere prevented from beſtowing on him by his Death, too 
hafty ana untimely for his Ring, aud Country. When 


dee ſte the Son of this great Man, forming himſelf y 


fo worthy an Example, aud in every Action exhibiting 
a lively Reſemblancè of his Father: When We conſider 
the Flequence which he bas exerted with ſo much Ap- 
Plaue in the Parliament of IRLAND; and his Turn 
and Application, even in early Youth, to the moſt ſerious 
au weighty Afairs of the Publick : Ne willingly de- 
eres him Honours, which are neither ſuperior to his Me- 
71. 


2 
FEO 


1 mould think the bare Reading of this Patent, ſuf- 
207%. 70 refute the above-mention'd Calumny. What 
armor Lncetor of the WHaRToN Family, ever figna- 
1%. 21G)! as an Advocate for Arbitrary Power, or as 

- an 


ror earlier than the Eupectation of our good Sub- 


TC 
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an Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion? and has not (as 
his Majeſty ſtiles him) Our Right Truſty and Entirely 
Beloved Couſin PIII Marguiſs of WHARTON and 
MarMEsRruRY Aiſtiuguiſp'd himſelf by his perſounl Me- 
rit? Let his Behaviour when in Ireland evidence the 
Truth of this Aſſertion. When this young ZLerd went 
over thither, the Roman Catholick Intereſt was very 
powerful there; but he, by his Eloquence and ſteady 
Adherence to the Proteſtant Cauſe, greatly contributed 
to cruſh and ſubvert the wicked Defigns of the Non- 
juring and Popifh Malecontents. What Patriot ever 
diſcover'd a warmer Zeal for the Hanover Succeſſion; 
or behav'd himſelf (at, and before the Time, this Pa- 


tent paſs'd) more like a Patron of Liberty, and a duti- 


{ul Subject, than this injur'd Peer ? 
Can any one believe this Man to be the Author of the 
TRUE Briton, when that Writer ſays, the late Biſhop 


of Rocheſter, under the fictitious Title of the Biſhop of 


Tortaſa, was proſecuted, for advancing this damnable 
Hereſy, that Two and Tivo make Four? Is it then ſo 
very clear, that to introduce the Pretender (which was 
the Crime alledg'd againſt him) is for the Intereſt of 
this Nation, as demonſtrably as. the moſt obvious and 
ſelf-evident Propoſition ? Or is not the Orthodewy of ſet- 
tling a Popiſh Prince upon a Proteſtant Throne, 4at leaſt 
as evidently detrimental to a Proteſtant Nation; as ſome 
ironically infer the Hererodoxy of aſſenting to ſo difficult 
a Paradox, as that Two added to Two compleats the 
Number Four, would be deſtructive to Arithmetick ? 
This Hireling Scribler (who would skreen himſelf 
under the Character of one of our moſt promiſing young 


| Noblemen) ſays in one Place, That ave are at Preſent 


equally ſecure in our Liberties and our Properties; No 
pretended Power is ſet up ; No Encroachments are made 
on out Conſtitution : Me enjoy our Parliaments in Free- 
dom; our Properties are all guided by the ſtricteſt Rules 
of our Laws, &c. But it ſeems, this Wit had forgot 
the Compliment he paid this preſent Parliament in ano- 
ther Place; where he ſays, That they ſuſpend," for the 
Space of one Year, thoſe Laws of Liberty, which are the 
greateſt Security the Britiſh Subjects can boaſt of. Was 
the late Marquiſ of WAR ToN remarkable tor _ 

„ In- 
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Inconſiſtencies? Was He wont to conceal his Sentiments 
by ſo poor a Method, as to intimate, that the courteous 
Reader ſhould underſtand his Words in a Senſe entirely 
different from what thoſe Words always imply? Who 
knows not that his Expreſſions were bold, open, and 
manly, and that He was not afraid of being underſtood ? 
Did he ever count the Enemies of his Country amongſt 
his Friends? Or ever ſtoop ſo low as to diflemble 
Friendſhip with Traytors? He was, throughout his 
Conduct, the ſame ſtrenuous Aſſerter of our Laws and 
Liberties. And is it with any ſhow of Candor to be 
imagin'd, that his immediate Deſcendant ſhould be in- 


duſtrious to caſt a Cloud over the Actions of his Great 


Fore- fathers; and to appear the firſt and foremoſt in the 
Lift of Libellers, as an Advocate for ſuch Principles as 
his Father, while he liv'd, oppos'd ? This is not even 
to be ſuppos'd by a Man of leſs Confidence than the 
TRE BRITON: When we are aflured, by the expreſs 
Words of the Patent, that Ve ſee rhe Son of this Great 
Man, forming himſelf by ſo worthy an Example, and 
in every Action exhibiting a lively Reſemblance of his 
Father. wy 

Beſides, the Patent vouches for the early Eloquence 


of this young Nobleman in Treland: And I challenge 


any of my e er to ſhew me one Sample of 
Oratory, (unleſs ſuch as I have lately pointed out) in 
the Productions of the TRUE Barron. I might like- 
wiſe ask this obſcure Wretch, whether the late Marquiſs 
of WHARTON was an Enemy to Toleration ? Or whe- 
ther he imagines any one will believe that his Hopeful 
Son could be concern'd in thoſe Papers againſt the 
Quakers Bill, when his Name is not doll amongſt 
the Proteſters? | | | 

But not to dwell too long upon confuting theſe Abſur- 
dities: The Man who can imagine, that this moſt noble 
Peer, who was educated under the Eye of his Father, 
and who, from his Childhood up to his Youth, was a 
molt dutiful Son to his Illuſtrious Parent, and who now 
dee ſo ample a Paternal Eſtate of Inheritance, 

ould go contrary to all the Maxims of his Sire; the 
Man (I tay) who can imagine ſuch Inconſiſtencies, may 
as well call his Grace a Pretender to the Noble Blood and 
Yirtucs of his Anceſtors, ; To 
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To the Author of the Barros. 2007 


7 Good Mr. BRIroN, 
yam inform'd that the Writer of the Tx uR Baitron 
| J intends to tranſcribe the whole Hiſtory of Doctor 
XZ Howsrr, and moſt of the remarkable Speeches made in 

bebe Reign of King Cnak LES the Second. Now, Sir, as 

I am a poor Bookſeller, and promſe my ſelf a conſigera- 

'* ble Profit from the Reprinting of thoſe Things, I would 
Ties the Favour of you to expoſe this unfair Method of re- 

' railing my Property, which we of the Trade call 

= PIRACY. 3 

23 1 am, Ar, ' 


1 Your Impoveriſp'd Humble Servant, 


The BRITON. 


 Luxuria incubuit, viftumque ulciſcitur Orbem. Juven. 


— 


one 


\ 


 Weaneſaay, October 2. 1723. 


_ 


, Mong all the Vices deſtructive to Society, Luxury 
ſeems to claim the Preheminence ; every luxurious 
Man is by Habit and Conſtitution an Enemy to his 
Country: But as Circumſtances aggrandize or leſſen 
every Virtue and Vice; this Evil, differently circum- 
ſtantiated, is more or leſs pernicious. The Luxurious 
Rich Man, whoſe Expenccs exceed not his annual In- 
come, is leſs dangerous to Society than the Luxurious 
Spendthrift ; and the Luxurious Spendthrif Nobleman, 
is ſtill more to be fear'd than the Luxurious Spendthrift 
Commoner. I ſhall conſider in theſe different Lights 
the various ill Conſequences attending this tao faſhio- 
nable Miſchief, | | 
DYE D 3 The 
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The chief Ill attending the Luxury of a Provident 
Rich Man, is the Influence of a Bad Example; the 
Statc has little to fear from his indulging himfelf in his 
Pleaſures ; Eafe, Quiet, and the Gratification of his 
Appetites, include his whole Ambition : Nay, it would 
be going out of his Way, to intermeddle in Affairs of 
State ; which would deſtroy that Tranquillity he fo ear- 
neſtly covets. Lucullus had 5 in his Pens, when 
they were no where elſe to be had in Rome ; and what 
Detriment was this to the Roman People? Or how was 
the Community endanger'd from the Niceneſs of his 
Palate? It may be objected, Luxury effeminates a Man, 
and renders him unfit for Fatigue, or the Proſecution of 


any great and glorious Action: I allow it; but this Ob- 


jection only proves him to be a Perſon negatively ill, and 
places him among the Number of Inſignificants; a Set 
of Men not the moſt dangerous to Society. Nay, I may 
add, he is in ſome degree. beneficial. to his Country, 
fince the Circulation of his Wealth is a Support to ſeve- 
ral pains-taking and induſtrious People. = | 
The Number of Luxurious Spendthrift Commoners, 
is in a great meaſure owing to the Politeneſs of this 
Gentieman-like Age; when People of ſmall Fortuncs 
look upon it as beneath them to employ their Little in 
a trading Way, and imagine a Profeffion takes from the 
Character of a Gentleman. Learning has been long ſo 
very unfa ſhionable among the polite Part of the Town, 
that I am no ways ſurpriz d at the general Contempt it 
meets with at preſent. 
When a young Spark, with a warm Imagination and a 
light Purſo, (juſt freed from the Diſcipline of a College, 
6r perhaps a School) ſets up for Man; the Glare of the 
World imme ately attracts him; and the Charms of 
Equipage, fine Cloaths, Aſſemblies, Opera's, Maſque- 
rades, and Ridotto's, are infinitely preferable to the 
Fatigue of Buſineſs, or a ſevere, Application to Books. 
The young Gentleman is taken in the Toil, and how 
ſhall he get clear of it? If he has the Misfortune to be 
endow'a- with fine Parts, it facilitates his Ruin, and is 
an additional Grievance to his Country. Thoſe Talents 
Which he might have employ'd (with right Application) 
tor the Service of Mankind, make him run riot in Ex- 
| | 1 travagan- 
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it | 
E to the Luxurious of a more. phlegmatick Conſtitution. 
'S ̈ What muſt be the Conſequence of this Bravery and Ele- 
s gant Way of living? The Year runs on, but the Year's 
d income will not defray. the Expence : It is now too late 
(to have recourſe to Buſineſs ; - the little Knowledge he 
- XZ ſet out with, is forgot: An-impoveriſh'd Beau, with his 
2 XZ embroider'd Coat out at Elbows, is a Jeſt even to Me- 
t , cbanicks. | | | 
" = Non erat hac facie miferabilior Crepere jus 

: 5 Pollio, qui triplicem Uſtram preſtare paratis 

. Circuit, & fatuos non invenit. Juven. 


Uife, and its Elegancies (if poſſible) muſt be ſup- 
ported; and it is too late at this Time of Day to ſay 
they ſhall be continu'd by honeſt Means; the Neceſſity 
> of the Times muit be comply'd with; and in all Pro- 
bability, this Youth, in the Bloom of natural Honeſty, 
muſt ſacrifice his Integrity for Subſiſtance : His generous 
Spirit diſdains to aflociate with common Highwaymen 
and Robbers ; but alas! his Caſe is very little better; 
honeft Men muſt be calumniated, and Villains defend. 
ed: One Day he muſt plead for the Divine Right of 
_ Arbitrary Power, and another, revile the Adminiftra- 
tion of the moſt upright Governors : Chains, Prifons, 
e 7 . are Things deſirable, whencompar'd with this 
llaviſh Servitude of the Mind ; a Servitude more into- 
lerable to Britons, than to any other People, becauſe 
their Liberties are ſecur d by the Laws, and no one can 
deprive them of their Freedom but themſelves © 
What Danger mutt the State be in from the Forces of 
theſe. Deſperado's ? Every Commotion, every Inſur- 
= rection is a Benefit, to them, their Circumſtances can 
Z never be. worſe, andgthey may poſſibly retrieve their 
ruin'd Fortunes, by the Plunder of their Country ; in 
ſhort, every Community ought to dread thefe young 
Bravo's as a ſtanding Militia of Traytors. 29 
But, the moſt dangerous Enemy to Society is till be- 
- hind ; one luxurious Spendthrift Nobleman is more de- 
ſtructive to a State, than a large Number of profuſe 
Commoners. His Quality, the Merit of his Fore-Fa- 
thers, and his Seat in Parliament, enable him to do 
1 1 D4- | more 
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more Miſchief than poſſibly can be done by Perſons in 
rivate Life. The late LoR D SmarTszURY has admi- 
rably deſcrib'd the Circumſtances of this unhappy Pa- 
trician, in the followins Words. | do DOTS cre: © 
« Tis eaſier, I confeſs, to give Account of this Cor- 
t ruption of TASTE in ſome noble Youth of a more 
% ſumptuous gay Fancy; ſuppoſing him born truly great, 
* and of Honourable Deſcent ; with a generous Free 
„MIND, as well as ample Fortune. Even theſe Cir- 
e qumſtances themſelves may be the very Cauſes, per- 
4% haps, of his being thus enſnar d. The Elegance of 
his Fancy in outward Things, may have made him 
* overlook the Worth of award Character and Propor- 
„tion: And the Love of Grandeur and Magnificence, 
% wrong turn'd, may have poſſeſs'd his Imagination over- 
„ ftrongly with ſuch Things as Frontiſpieces, Parterres, 
« Equipages, trim Varlets in party-colour'd Cloaths ; 
and others in Gentlemen's Apparel. Magnanimous 
Exhibitions of Honour and Generoſity ! In Town a 
&« Palace, and ſuitable Furniture! In the Country the 
« fame; with the Addition of ſuch Edifices and Gar- 
„dens as were unknown to our Anceſtors, and are unna- 
« tural to ſuch a Climate as Great Britain. 
«© Now, which of theſe Articles can be retrench'd ? 
& Which Way take up, after having thus ſet out? A 
* Princely Fancy has vhs all this, and a Prizcely Sla- 
„ very, and Court Dependance muſt maintain it. | 
„The young Gentleman is now led into 4 Chace, in 
« which he will have {lender Capture, tho' Toil ſufficient. 
„He ig himſelt taken; nor will he ſo eafily get out of that 
* Labyrinth, to which he choſe to commit his Steps, ra- 
ether than to the more direct and plainer Paths, in which 
he trod before. Farewel that generous proud Spirit, 
* which was wont to ſpeak only hat it approv'd, com- 


* mend only whom it thought worthy, and act only 


* what it thought right! Favourites muſt be now ob- 
*ſerv'd, little Engines of Power attended on, and loath- 
« ſomely careſs'd; an honeſt Man dreaded, and every 
free Torgue or Pen abhorr'd, as dangerous and re- 
* proachtul. For till our Gentleman is become wholly 
*« proſtitute and ſhameleſs ; till he is brought to laugh at 
Publick Virtue, and the very Notion of Common * ; 
125 Td | ti 
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cc till he has openly renounc'd all Principles of Honour 
e and Honeſty, he muſt in good Policy avoid thoſe to 
« whom he lies ſo much expos'd, and ſhun that Com- 
« merce and Familiarity which was once his chief De- 
4% light. 3 in > & a LE #60 
Thus far my Lord SHarT8 BURY : Now let us ſup- 
poſe this — young Man takes the other Side of 
the Queſtion, ſets up upon the Patriot Scheme, runs 
Riot againſt the Court right or wrong, and abuſes the 
Miniſtry at a venture. In this Caſe his Condition is ſtill 
more deplorable than in the former; every 22 
Scribler and Libeller (the Inhabitants of Goals an 
Garrets) muſt be ſought aſter, and employ' d about this 
dirty Work ; the Gown of Humility muſt be worn for 
Life; and his Grace, perhaps, become an humble Pe- 
titioner to the Mobility fer their Favour and Counte- 
nance. | 8 "TELL | 
What a Figure would an undone General make, 
marching at the Head of the Black-Guara, and enliſting 
Apple Women and Oyſter-Wenches into his Service ? If 
his Popularity ſucceeds ſo far as to effect the Subver- 
fion off the Conſtitution, the Conſequences are very viſi- 
ble, the loweſt of Mankind muſt become our Legiſla- 
tors and Maſters, and our Biſhops, Judges, and Gene- 
rals, muſt be ſupply'd from among the Dregs of the 
People. 18 5 — | 
: Theſe are the Fruits of Luxury, that Mother of 
Rebellion! let every Br:70z avoid this Vice, and we 
may ſafely defy PRRTENDERS and TRUE Britons. - 
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T HERE is nothing an Zrglifpman ſo much ad- 
mires on ſome Occafions, and is diſguſted with on 
others, as Novelty: In the trifling Circumſtances of 
Life he purſues her as a Miſtreſs, and dotes upon her 
with the Fondneſs of a Lover; and the Newneſs of an 
Invention or Faſhion is a ſufficient Recommendation of 
it to the Publick. In Affairs of Conſequence, on the 
other Hand, he treats her with the Severity of a Huſ- 
band; nay, they generally look upon a new Expedient as 
a Thing neceflarily pernicious and deſtruftive : The 
very Rumour of making a new Law ſtartles them; and, 
they conclude, all Laws, without the Sanction of Anti- 
quity, mult be prejudical to the Community; as if the 
Honeſty or Capacity of Law-givers had expir'd near a 
Century ago. an what is {till more ſurprizing; they 
will ſooner bear with the torturing and perverting of an 
old Law from its firſt Intention, than ſuffer a new one in 
oppoſition to it. Thus they juggle and play Tricks with 
their Conſtitution, as Catholicks do with Oaths, rather 
than act plainly, and with Sincerity, at the Expence of 
eſtabliſhing what they term a Precedent. 

Alterations in the Conſtitution of a Government, cer- 
tay require the greateſt Deliberation, and ought to 
be thoroughly weigh'd, and duly conſider'd of, 1 

1 they 
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they are propoſed: For, nothing ſhews the Weakneſs 
of a Prince (or State) more than the frequent making 
of new, and repealing of old Laws; and People will 
be always jealous of their Liberties, when their Law- 
givers diſcover a fickle and unſteddy Temper. 

Mult therefore every antient (and upon that account 
uſeful)” Law, conſtituted with a View ro ſome particu- 
lar Situation of Affairs at that Time, be for ever neceſ- 
ſary; and, like the eternal Relation of Things, remain 
unalterable to all ſucceeding Generations? Had our An- 
ceſtors thought in this Manner, the Laws of the Picrs 
and Saxons had been ſtill in force; and thoſe inva- 
luable Privileges and Liberties, we now enjoy as Eng- 
liſs men, had been Strangers to us, even in Imagina- 
tion. | | 

But to proceed: Our beſt Laws have been generally 
molt inveighed againit by the Populace. The calling in 
of the Money, in order to its being recoined (in the Reign 
of King WILLIAM the Third) was exclaimed againſt, 
as an unjult and arbitrary Proceeding: Altho' it was evi- 
dent at firſt fight, how great an Advantage it muſt be 
to the People, to exchange a baſe, adulterated, or clipt 
Metal, for its full Weight of true Sterling. 

Penal Acts are apt to ſtartle and alarm us more than 
any other, and J cannot be diſpleaſed at it; fince it is 
an Indication of the Good-Nature, and merciful Diſpo- 
ſition of my Countrymen : But deſigning Men have late- 
ly abuſed their Humanity, and repreſented to them, that 
Bills to inflict Pains and Penalties, and Bills of Attain- 
der, are deſtructive to our Liberties, and Precedents 
that may endanger our Conſtitution. 'To obviate theſe 
ſpecious Objections, I ſhall tranſcribe a few Paſſages, 
relating to Bills of Attainder, from an excellent Trea- 
tiſe, entitled, J Diſcourſe concerning TR EASONS 
ani BILLS of ATTAINDER.. 

A Birr of Attainder may in ſome Senſe be ſtyl'd 
a Parliamentary Judgment. The ſupreme Legiſlative 
Power of the Nation, by it, exempts the particular Caſe 
of a notorious Criminal from thoſe Courts, and from 
thoſe Rules, which are appointed for the Trial of the 
Generality of Caſes; andinflits a Puniſhment upon him 
adequate. to the Crime, they arc convinc'd he is gui ley 
162 of. 
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of, However, this Manner of ere, being but a 
Mode of Puniſhment, to ſhew the natural Juſtice of it, 
it will be neceſſary to conſider, how the Right or Power 
of Puniſhment is deriv'd to the publick Part of any So- * 
cicty. ; | 
All Authors allow, that in the State of Nature, eve- 
ry Individual had a Right to defend, either his Perſon 
or Property, by all neceflary Means whatſoever, when 
it cannot otherwiſe be effected, even by the Death of 
the Aggreſſor. From this Principle Solely, have ſome 7 
endeavour'd to derive the Right of puniſhing to the Mar- 
giſtrate. But to me, it does not ſeem to be a ſufficient 2 
Foundation, for the whole Extent of Political Power. . 
Let it be, therefore, farther conſider d, that the State 
of Nature is not without a Law. Reaſon is that Law. _ © 
And that teaches, that all Men being naturally equal, 
no Man ought to prejudice another, either in his Perſon 
or Property; but on the contrary, they ought to aſſiſt 
one another by all Means juſtifiable. For as the Law of 
Nature willeth the Peace and Preſervation of all Man- I 
kind, every Man is equally concern'd in the Obſervation 1 
of it: And therefore, that all Men might be reſtrain'd 
from acting contrary to it; the Execution of the Law of 
Nature is in that State veſted in every Man: and in con- 
_—_— of that Law, every Man may puniſh (that is, 
inflict a Pain upon) every 'Tranſgreflor of it, to ſuch a 
Degree, as may hinder its Violation for the future. For 
the Law of Nature, like all other Laws, wou'd be in 
vain, was there no body in that State who had a Right 
to make the Obſervation of it more obviouſly the Inte- 
reſt of every Individual, han the Trangreſſion. And 
if in the State of Nature, any one Man can puniſh an 
Offender for an Offence or Injury done to another, every 
ons may. | 

From theſe two Principles united, the Power of the I 
Sword is Fully derived to the Magiſtrate. Society is 'Y 
form'd by the Conſent of Particulars, and muſt neceſ® 
ſarily be ſuppos'd to have been intended for the mutual 
Good of every individual Member of which it is com- 
pos'd. The Right of the Whole, is the Sum of the 
Rights of every Individual; and conſequently the whole 
can be pofleſs'd of no Right, but what, in ſome man- 

. ner, 
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ner, reſided in each Particular, who muſt be ſuppos d 


to have granted over to the Society as ſuch, every Right 
which it is inconſiſtent for him to retain in a Social State. 
And therefore, as every Individual in the State of Na- 
ture has an abſolute Right to defend himſelf from all 
Attempts whatſoever 3 aud likewiſe, as every Indivi- 
dual has an abſolute Right, or is rather under a Sort of 
Obligation to exact che Obſervation of the Law of Na- 
ture from every Man, and to aſſiſt the injur'd Perſon 
againſt the Oppreflor : By every Individual's departing 
for himſelf from each of theſe Rights, both of them 
are entirely transferr'd to % Society as ſuch, and from 
thence to the Magiſtrate, or Perſons veſted with the Le- 
gi/ative and Executive Power. And therefore, whatſo- 
ever is abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation of the So- 
ciety as ſuch, the Legiſlative Part of it can Juſtify the 
doing. And whatever Puniſhment, Fine, &c. is but 
equal to the Injury or Damage done to the Society as 
ſuch, or neceflary to 8 its being attempted for the 
ly inflict. For ſurely, it is the 
Height of 3 to imagine a Government under 
an Obligation to afford Protection and Reparation 0 
any one Individual; and yet, at the ſame time, under 
a moral Inca pacity of affording it to all the Individuals 
confider'd together as cue Body. 
But theſe Obſervations may, perhaps, 2 too ge- 
er the Force 
of the Objections made to this Doctrine. The Strength 
of them, as has been before obſerv'd, amounts to this: 
That the explicite Laws of every Society being the 
Standard, if not of Right and Wrong, at leaſt of what 
is puniſhable or Ga), 4 therefore Hills of Attain- 


der are unjuſt, becauſe it is the puniſhing a Perſon for 


Actions, which he had Reaſon to think himſelf ſecure 


in doing. 


This Propoſition deſtroys the very Notion of Right 
and Wrong, and makes the whole of Morality to be 


purely Accidental and Political. But ſurely there is 


ſomething elſe requiſite to Juſtice, beſides a bare Efta- 
bliſhment : Let us therefore examine it to the Bottom, 
and ſee how far a Government is oblig'd to give every 
Individual notice for what he is, or is not to be puniſh'd. 

| Right, 
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Right, ablha®edly confider'd, is previous to, and 
perfectly diſtinct from all human Eſtabliſhment : It a- 
riſes from that eceſſany Relation which the Actions of 
one rational Agent bear to another. When they are con- 
ſonant to thoſe mutual Obligations all Mankind are na- 


turally under, they are denominated Juſt; when contra- 


ry, Unjuſt. This is natural Reaſon; and Society can 
only give an additional Sanction to theſe eternal Laws of 
Action, by the inflicting effectual Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments: It is abſolutely impoſſible to make them either 
more or leſs Jult, But then, ſ#bſequent to Society, a 
new Species of Right and Wrong has been introduc'd ; 
ſo that thoſe Actions which are Mala in ſe, or natural- 
ly Evil, mult be carefully diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe which 
are Mala quia proiivita, or Evil by reaſon of ſome ſo- 
cial or other Eſtabliſhment. This Diſtinction ſcems to 
folve the whole Difficulty, ſince it is univerſally allow'd 
to be an Infuſtice in any Government, to puniſh the lat- 
ter Sort, without a duc previous Notice: (Indeed, to 
ſpeak exactly, no Action of that Nature is ' unjuſt, til! 
&o Law prohibiting them is ſufficiently promulg'd.) 
And of the former Sort there are Crimes ſo ſhocking, 
that all Mankind mult agree, they ought to be capitally 
puniſh'd, altho' there were not any ritten Laws in the 
Univerſe. It is not poſſible that any Legiſlature what- 
ever wou'd be able to provide tor all tuture Contingen- 
cies ; ſuch monſtrous Crimes are frequently committed, 
that they are not provided againſt, becauſe the Govern- 
ment did not imagine Mankind to be capable of them ? 
Does it therefore follow, the Criminal is not to be pu- 
niſh'd who fir/t ventr'd to commit them? For a conſi- 
derable time among the Rowans, there was no Law a- 
gainſt Parricide: Was it therefore unjuſt to diſtinguiſh 
the firſt Man who durſt venture on ſo monſtrous a Crime, 
by a Puniſhment extraordinary? Before 22 H. 8. c. 9. 


krhere was no particular Law in England againſt rage 


ing: Was it therefore unjuſt, by Bill of Attainder, to 
make an Example of the ft Man who introduc'd fo 
deteſtable a Villany ? Setting Fire to one of the King's 


Ships is not Treaſon within the Statute 25 Edv. 3. yet 


cou'd any one think it unjuſt, ſhou'd the Parliament by 
Bill attaint the Perſon of High Trenſon, who ſhou'd 


{ot 
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ſet Fire to the whole Royal Navy? For after all, a 
Man's being attainted by Bill of 27 Treaſon, amounts 
to no more than a Declaration of the Supreme Power, 
that the Crime the Perſon is guilty of, deſerves the Pu- 
ni ſhment aſſign d to thoſe Crimes which are commonly 
known by the Name of High Treaſon. Neither is it 
unuſual, for that Term to fignify no more than a Deſig- 
nation of Puniſhment. As, e.g. it is High Treaſon in 
Treland wilfully to commit Murder, to burn a Stack of 
Corn, Hay, SW. | 

Crimes of this Magnitude no Man can pretend to be 
ignorant of; they never were committed, but the Cri- 
minal was conſcious of the Injuſtice of what he did. 
And therefore no 8 Notice is neceſſary to juſtify 
his Puniſhment; for the only Reaſon which makes No- 
tice neceſſary to the puniſhing Crimes of the other Na- 
ture, is, becauſe no Man can know whether ſuch a par- 
ticular Action be criminal, until he be inform'd of its 
being prohibited. | | 

I this Doctrine therefore be true, in reſpe& to the 


Caſes above-mentioned, much more is it ſo, when ap- 
ly'd to thoſe Crimes which affect Mankind in a higher 


anner, Oc. 
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O Conaitionen ini ſeram non modo adminiſtrande, verum 
etiam conſervande Reipublicæ 
Cicero Orat. contra Catilin. 


—— 


— 


Wedneſday, October 16. 1 723. 


[| T is a melancholy Conſideration, that ſuperior Vir- 
tue, and a more than common Concern for the Inte- 
reft of our Country, ſubjects us to the Envy, Reproaches, 
and III-Will of others. But as all Men are born equal, 
we 
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we muſt preſerve an Equality even in Virtue, if we 
mean to become popular: Little Minds cannot bear 
the Luſtre of ſuperiour Excellence ; and they have no 
Way to ſupport their own Characters, but by depre- 


ciating whatever is praiſe-worthy and glorious in others. 


Poſthumous Honours we can allow to diſtinguiſhed 
Merit, and lament the Loſs of thoſe Abilities, when 


gone, which we vility'd and traduced when with us. 


ORACE tells us, if we could undertake, and perform 


over again the Labours of HERCULES, Envy will re- 


main unconquer'd, and that Death alone can put a ſtop 
to her Perſecutions. | 

CIcERO and ARIsTIDEs, two of the moſt conſum- 
mate Stateſmen the Roman or Grecian Commonwealths 
ever produc'd, ſufficiently experienc'd the Fury of po- 
pular Envy, and ſuffered in the Cauſe of Liberty: 
'Their Probity was too great for the licentious Manners 
and Seditions of the Times they lived in. ArisTiDEs 
was baniſh'd for his Juſtice and Integrity: CI ckRoO, 
aſter having preſerv'd the Commonwealth, was firſt ba- 
niſh'd, and afterwards fell a Sacrifice to Faction, and 
Arbitrary Power. But what Wonder is it that two good 
Men ſhould be overborne in a corrupt Age; when in the 
moſt virtuous Times of the Roman and Grecian Com- 
monwealths, ſcarce a Patriot eſcaped the Fury of the 
Populace, unleſs he refign'd his Office ; and by retiring 
into the Country, ſecluded himſelf from the Malice of 
his Fellow-Citizens ? . 

The Caſe is juſt the ſame in our Days: It is not the 
Faultineſs of our Rulers, but their Power that makes 
them Criminal. A Malefactor at the Gallows we pity 
and condole with, becauſe our Condition is preferable 
to his. A Great Man in Power we hate, and calumniate ; 
becauſe he moves in a higher Sphere than our ſelves: 
His Abilities and Inclination to ſerve his Country, en- 
creaſe our Averfion ; and we can bear no Superior, 
even in Virtues, we either do not chuſe, or have not 
Abilities to excel in. Has a General diſcharg'd the 
Duty of a Soldier? He is eſteem'd more valiant than J. 


Has a Miniſter, by preventing Conſpiracies, and ma- 
king advantageous Treaties, benefitted his Country ? 


His Wiſdom and Penetration are in greater Repute than 
Ty | mine, 
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mine. Has a Judge executed his Truſt with fingular 
Probity and Uprig tneſs? His Impartiality and Ho- 
neſty is more publickly known than mine. "Theſe are 
generally the Faults for which (if it lies in our power) 
we would bring Great Men to Deſtruction. Like Cor- 
morants we devour all the little Fiſhz and thoſe which 
are too large for our Swallow, we force out of their 
Element, that they may periſh on the Sands. | 
But there is nothing ſo painful to a baſe Mind, as to 
ſee People of their own Rank and Condition of Life, 
raiſe themſelves to the higheſt Dignities, and Offices of 
Truſt, by their great Abilities, and extraordinary Ser- 
vices to their Country. This is a Heart-burning never 
to be quenched. Shall this Man, no better born, nor 
inheriting a larger Fortune than myſelf, poſſeſs a whole 
Country, when my little Farm (as large a Patrimony as 
his, at our firſt ſetting out) is ſcarce talk'd of? O For- 
tune! Fortune! partial in thy Favours! How have I 
deſerv'd this Treatment at thy hands? Alas! Fortune 
is no ways concern'd in the Complaint. Application, 
Parts, and Reſolution, have made this wide Difference 3 
Inactivity produces nothing; and Slothfulneſs is the 
Parent, generally of Poverty, and 127 8 of Contempt. 
All People defire to be at the Head of Affairs, but 
few care to undergo the Fatigues which are neceſſary 
before you attain to this Eminence: The daily Cares, 
and midnight Watchings of the Miniſter, we overlook, 
and conſider him only as one poſſeſſing great Wealth, 
Power, and every other Enjoyment of Life; when, in 
Reality, his Situation is like that of a flowery Garden 
on the Top of an high Mountain, painful to aſcend, and 
when you have reached the Summit, delightful to the 
Eye, but liable to be blaſted by every Guſt of Wind. 
What Engliſbman can reflect, without contemning 
this fickle People, that the Duke of Marr BOR OGH, 
after a more continued Series of Succeſſes than ever 
Ceſar had; and diſcovering a Moderation equal to 
that of the greateſt Philoſopher ; was obliged, thro' 
the Turbulency and Iniquity of the Times, to forſake, 
and thereby to become a laſting Re roach to his na- 
tive Country : Through the Villany of the ſame Times, 
another worthy Patriot was voted an Enemy to his 
Ls * E Country; 
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Country; for executing a Treaty, whereby the Pro- 

teſt ant Succeſſion was ſecur d. b 
This Averfion to the Superiority of others, diſcovers 


itſelt in Perſons of every Character; one would ima- 


gine it was inherent in our Natures; that it is by no 


. 


Means peculiar to one Sex, is evident; the moſt gentle 


Part of the Creation, the Beaux and the Ladies, are 
deeply tinctur d with it: The Appearance of a new 
Beauty, or a 22 Fellow diſtinguiſh'd for his elegant 
Taſte in Dreſs, gives a general Alarm, and they can 
never be at Eaſe till they have convinc'd the World that 
SyLVIA is either proud or ill-natur'd ; and that Par- 


LANDER diſcovers ſome Ungenteelneſſes in his Manner 


and Behaviour. 35 

The Sons of ParRnassvs might ſurely behold a 
Brother excel without Envy; ſince Fame and Poverty 
have been Time out of Mind the Reward of Poets : 
And had not HouER (the Father of them all) been 
bleſſed with a tolerable Voice as well as a Poetical Geni- 
us, he might have ſtarv'd with the IL IAD in his Pocket. 
But alas! theſe inconſiderate Men conſtantly join with 
their avow'd Enemies the Criticks, to murder the Re- 
putation of any well-eſtabliſh'd Author. And what 
wonder is it that Poets will allow of no Superior among 
themſelves, when in their own Imaginations they are 
equal, if not ſuperior, to Princes, Lawgivers, and the 
moſt uſeful Part of Mankind? 


Nay, I am inform'd this unneighbourly Envy affects 
even our ingenious Mechanicks; and Mr. DzarDs has 


often complain'd to me, how much III-will the Niceneſs 
of a Snuff. box Hinge has procur'd him from the reſt of 
his Fraternity. | . 
From theſe Inſtanees it plainly appears, that no one 
can excel in any Part of Life, without incurring the 
Malice and Detraction of worthleſs unſerviceable Men. 
And to endeavour to compromiſe the Affair, and gain an 
univerſal Applauſe, has been the Weakneſs of many 
_ who were greatly form'd by Nature to have con- 
ributed to the Benefit or Ornament of their Country. 
In the firft Place, to obtain that Character, it is ne- 
eeſſary to diſcover a Luke-warmneſs in every Thing, or 
at lealt never to exert yourſelf vigoroufly but upon 
: common 
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common favourite Topicks: Never to conſult whether 

it is for the Advantage of your Country, but whether 
it will pleaſe. No Reformation had we been bleſs'd 
with, under the Adminiſtration of ſuch cool Patriots. If 
any Thing new had been projected, it would have tended 
to aggrandize, not to leſſen the Power of the Clergy. If 
my Lord CRow EIL had been guided by ſuch tempo- 


rizing Maxims, inſtead of taking wn 01 hundred thou- 


ſand Pounds a Year from the Church, almoſt as much 
more would have been added to it. King Famts and 
his Poſterity would ſtill have prefided over theſe 
Realms, and the Txvr BRTITON and his Aſſociates 
would then have poſſeſs'd Wealth enough to have paid 


Underlings for writing their nauſeous Ribaldry. 


Upon the whole, there is no Character ſo unfit, ſo 

cjudicial to the Community, as for one to fit at the 
Helm of Affairs, who poſſeſſes ſuch calm reconciliating 
Principles. And of all Men theſe appear to me to be the 
moſt unſociable, and will be the e t of all Poſte- 
rity, who are call'd the True Men of Moderation; they 
are ſecure of their Temper, and poſſeſs themſelves too 
well, to be in Danger of entering warmly into any Cauſe, 


or engaging deeply with any Side or Faction. And the 


cateſt Merit theſe Gentlemen can boaſt, is, that in 
Times of Danger they remain Neuters, and conſequent- 
ly do no Harm: The Eugliſh of which is, they fit till 
and ſee their Country torn to pieces thro' their Indo- 
lence, when they might have preſerv'd it at the Expence 
of a little Trouble and Fatigue. 8 

Every wiſe Man, no doubt, is very ſenſible of the En- 
y that attends the doing great and worthy Actions; but 
he knows likewiſe, there is no Alternative, and that a 
Man muſt either deſpiſe all Calumnies and Dangers, 
when the Intereſt of his Country is concern'd ; or pre- 
ſerve himſelf, and his private Fortune, by a baſe De- 
ſertion of the Community. - 
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Intereſt governs the World. 
Weadneſaay, October 23. 1723. 


N Hoever examines into the Nature of Man, and 
| goes back, as it were, to the Fountain-Head from 
whence all his Actions flow ; he will be convinced of the 
| Truth of this ſhort Axiom which I have choſen for my 
| Motto. — < 
| Patriotiſm, Publick-Spirit, and even what the World 
1 | calls Diſintereſtedneſs, all ariſe from a Principle of In- 
| | tereſt ; though often, while we act upon it, we may our 
| ſelves be ignorant of the Cauſe : Nay, the profuſe Man 
| ſquanders away, and the covetous Man hoards up Riches 
from the very ſame Motive ; I mean, the Gratification of 
a prevailing Inclination. 
| Wherefore, the Patriot and the Publick-ſpirited Man 
are not (ſtrictly ſpeaking) diſintereſted in their Pu 
ſes. Bur it may be objected ; Does the Publick-ſpiri- 
ted Man undergo Fatigues, and expoſe himſelf to Dan- 


| gers, without a View to any Recompence ? Does he e- 
i | ven ruin his Fortunes in the Service of his Country ; and 2 
[| | ſhall he, after all, be branded with the Character of an | 


Intereſted Perſon? Moſt certainly, he is intereſted; | 
though after a glorious Manner: Moſt certainly, he in- 
dulges his darling Paſſion ; and he acts upon as ſelfiſh a 
Principles, as the moſt avowed Plunderer or Betrayer of | 
the Nation. | | | 

People would be convinced of the undeniable Truth 
of this ſeeming Paradox, if they would but conſider mw 

| tere 
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tereſt as the moſt defirable Good or Happineſs, which 
every Man (at leaſt for the Time) propoſes to himſelf: 
And in this Senſe, [ntereſt may properly be ſaid to go- 
veru the World. In this Senſe it would have been as 
rejudicial to the Intereſt of Diogenes (for Inſtance) to 
eat him upon the Throne of Alexander, as it would 
have been detrimental to the ambitious Views or Inte- 
reſt of Alexander, to confine him in the Tub of Dio- 


genes. 


The generality of Men are s i to reaſon concerning 


the Intereſts of others, or (which is the ſame) concern- 


ing their Favourite Gratifications, from the Confidera- 
tion how they themſelves would be affected by the like 
Enjoyments: And hence, they think it unreaſonable, if 
not unnatural, that any Man ſhould place his chief Good 


in what would * render them miſerable; or in 
Things for whic 


they have at leaſt no reliſh, 

The gay Men of the Town think they promote their 
Intereſt, in proportion as they enlarge their Equipage; 
and wonder what a Fox-hunter can propoſe to bünfelf 
by breaking his Reſt, and hazarding his Neck in pur- 
ſuit of a filthy Animal, which, when taken, can be of 


no Uſe or Service to him. On the other hand, the 
Country Gentleman looks upon Hunting as a healthy and 
a manly Exerciſe, and thinks the — Beau miſ- 


employs his Time and Money in the moſt infipid Amuſe- 
ments. 

It would be difficult to perſuade a true-bred Alder- 
man, that it can ever be for his Intereſt to give away a 
thouſand Pounds to an indigent, deſerving Friend. And 
yet a Man of more Wealth and Senſe, but of a different 


Education, ſhall think an ample Fortune ſuperfluous, 


unleſs he can find proper Occaſions of employing it to 
the Relief of Merit in Diſtreſs. Thus their Inclina- 
tions only differ; but Self Intereſt, or, in other Words, 
Self-Gratification, equally over-rules them both. 

But, however Men may have one, or more peculiar 
Purſuits in view, according to their different Complexi- 
ons; yet there is one main and predominant Intereſt, 
which almoſt univerſally ſways Mankind, and that is, 
the Acquiſition of Power and Authority ; the which, 
ſome endeavour to obtain by amaſſing Wealth; and o- 

0 thers, 
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thers, by exerciſing great and manly Virtues : And, by 
each of theſe Methods, have ſome in every Age ſucceed- 
ed. The Examples of the Elder BRurus and Cr as- 
sus prove the Truth of this Aſſertion: BRur us was 
contented, for his own and his Country's Intereſt, to diſ- 
guiſe his Faculties, and choſe rather to paſs for an Ideot, 
than loſe the opportunity, whenever it ſhould offer it- 
ſelf, of redeeming the Roman People from Slavery: By 
the aſſiſtance of this Diſguiſe he effected his Deſigns, 
attain'd the foremoſt Nignities in Rome, and after a Ma- 
nifeſtation of his great Probity and Courage, dy'd in Bat- 
tle, fighting for, and defending the Cauſe of Liberty, 
Cx assvs rais'd himſelf to the Conſular Dignity by 
means of his great Wealth; and covetous, as he was, 
when his Intereſt requir'd it, ſpared for no Expence to 

urchaſe Voices, and advanced himſelf to Offices of the 
Pigbeſt Truſt, by the force of Bribery and Corruption. 
The one benefitted his Country by advancing his private 
Intereſt : The Intereſt of the other was incompatible 
with the Benefit of his Country. 

Morcover, a Man may be by Nature form'd with one 
Intereſt at his Heart, and yet, by accidental Circum- 
ſtances of Life, may be reduc'd to give up that in ex- 
change for a contrary Intereſt ; which the Neceſſity of 
the Times, or of his own Affairs, obliges him even a- 
gainſt his Will to prefer to every other Conſideration. 
No one was ever Maſter of greater natural Abilities than 


Catiline enjoy'd 3 and in all probability, at his firſt ſct- 


ting out, he might purpoſe to promote his Intereſt by 
honeſt Methods: But through the Warmth of a ſanguine 
Conſtitution, he was hurry'd, firſt into Riots and De- 
baucheries, and afterwards into Villanies, he little 
dreamt of a few Years before. Nay, I have {till fo 
much Charity left for oo . as to believe he was not 
born the abandon'd Wretch, Neceſſities and Impruden- 
cies have fince made him: And that ſome time ago he 
would have been ſtartled at the mention of ſuch baſe 
Actions, as he now glories in having committed. 

But, of all Pretenders to Diſintereſtedneſs, ſurely no 
People, talk ſo much about it, and have fo little of it 


as we Authors, My Friend, the TRUE BRTTON, ne- 
P 7 i 2 * „ , o ” 
yer commenc'd Writer, till his Intereſt and Reputation 


Were 
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were both loſt ; and if he has no View of regaining new 
ones, what in the Name of Wonder makes him ſcribble ? 
That I my ſelf am intereſted, I freely own ; and as 
ATHALIAW DoRMANT has lily hinted, I receive 
great Joy and Satisfaction from the Applauſes of my 
Friends at RI cHARD's. Next to Subfiſtence, Fame 
is the Darling Paſſion of an Author; and whoever has 
not an inordinate Thirſt after it, may make a tolerable 
Philoſopher; but will inevitably prove an execrable 
Writer. I have freely own'd how the Caſe ſtands with 
me; and I think I have nothing more to do, but to make 
a grave moral Reflection, and ſo conclude this Paper. 

Seeing then, that all Men are govern'd by their diffe- 
rent Intereſts ; the wiſe and honeſt Man is he who pla- 
ces his whole Delight in ſuch Things. as arc Praiſe- 
worthy ; by which means, while he gratifies himſelf, 
he promotes the Welfare of others, 
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— Primo avulſo, uon deficit alter 
Aurens, & ſimili frondeſcit Virga Metallo. Virg. 
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: Wedneſday, October 30. 1723. 


| * 


F HE following Letter came to my hands, as I ima- 
gine, through Miſtake ; but as there appears in it 


an Ingenuity uncommon among the reſt of the TRUE 
BRITON's Correſpondents, notwithſtanding the Jaco- 
bitiſia in it, and the Author's profeſſing himſelf to be a 
Nonjuror, I venture to publiſh it; and I hope, by this 
apparent Impartiality, to get the Good-will even of the 
Diſcontented Party. | 
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: | 2 To the Taux BRIT Wx. 

1 1 =; x | 
J Am a Nonjuror, and have always been told, that as 


4 in Religion an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Biſhops 
was abſolutely neceflary, and the moſt infallible Mark 
of Orthodoxy ; ſo in Politicks, that a Lineal Deſcent 
was the only and ſufficient Reaſon for our Obedience to 
Princes. Now, whether it is owing to my being ac- 
cuſtom'd to think in this Manner from my Childhood, 
or from any other Cauſe, I cannot tell; but I freely 
own, that where-ever I find an Hereditary Right, or an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion, even in the moſt indifferent 
Things, 4 cannot forbear ſhewirg ſome Partiality in fa- 
vour of it. 
To this Humour it is owing, that I am almoſt cri 
led by a Shoemaker, whoſe Anceſtor my Great Grand- 
. thought fit to make uſe of. And though my Tay- 
lor always cuts a Twelvemonth after the Faſhion, yet I 
cannot find in my heart to leave a Man, who, like him, 
can boaſt of an uninterrupted Succeſſion down from 
EDwarD the Sixth, not only of the ſame Trade, but 
who have all liv'd and dy'd in the ſame Houſe he now 
lives in. Nay, I adhere ſo firmly to this Principle, that 
it has often endanger'd my Life; and my Throat has 
more than once been in great Perils, from the Scrapings 
of a Family Parber. | 
But there is one Particular, in which I have found this 
Humour to be of ſingular Uſe to me; and that is, in my 
Reading. I have been at the pains of collecting all the 
Writings for a long time paſt, which are ſtamped with 
the true Marks of Legitimacy : and I can at preſent pro- 
duce an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Authors down from 
i +4 Reſtoration to the preſent Time, all true Sons of 
the Church, and zealous Aſſerters of our antient Conſti- 


tution. 


T at firſt thought of ſending you this Collection, with 
an Hiſtorical Pretace, which I have written by way of 
Introduction, that you might tranſcribe TRUE BRITONS 
out of them; (and I'll aſſure you, it would lengthen out 
very much that Eaſe and Quiet you at preſent ſeem to 
induige your ſelf in) but being willing to know your 

| + Opinion 
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Opinion firſt, I here ſend you the latter Part of the 
Preface, by which you = judge of the whole; and if 
you approve of it, the reſt ſhall ſoon follow. 
After having celebrated the ſeveral Writers who pre- 
ceded the Examiner, I go on. The Examiner and 
* Hereditary Right aſſerted were Brothers, but the latter 
© being the youngeſt, and dying ſoon after his Birth, I 

© ſhall ſay nothing of him: The other liv'd longer, and 

© departed this Life with the late QyzEN, of pious 

Memory; when it was thought he had dy'd without 

ijſſue: but we were agreeably ſurpriz'd, at the begin- 

* ning of the preſent Reign, with a Poſthumous Birth, 

* which was call'd, Advice to the Freeholders: it was 

impoſſible to queſtion the LO of this Child, it 

* was ſo full of the Spirit and Orthodoxy of his Father; 

and tho' he ſoon dy'd, yet not without leaving a nu- 

merous Iflue behind him, Morſe, Applebee, the Scourge, 
© the Entertainer, and Miſt, were his lawfully begotten 

Babes: all of them fill'd with the true Zeal, Candour, 

© and Learning of their Predeceſſor. Some of theſe are 

* dead; and the reſt, what with the Pillory, Priſons, 

and Gibbets, are quite terrify'd out of their Senſes. 

* To theſe ſome young ones have ſucceeded, who ap- 

* pear'd with a very good Spirit; as Catiline s Conſpi- 

* racy, The Advantages of the Hanover Succeſſion, I he 


© Freeholder's and Gailard's Fournals : But alas! theſe 


three laſt have been unfortunately nipped in the Bud; 
and whether the firſt continues in a State of Exiſtence 
* atthis Time, is very queſtionable. 

After the Deceaſe of theſe Gentlemen, the Spirit of 
our Party languiſh'd mightily ; and the only Comfort 
ve enjoy d for ſome time, aroſe from the Firmneſs and 
* Intrepidity of a few Hawkers, who, in defiance of 
* Pillories and I}, Dipping Poſts, heroically chanted out 
* ſome loyal Ballads. At length, great Sir, you ap- 
£ pn the Champion of our Cauſe, rais'd the de- 

ponding Spirits of all Tyue Churchmen, reviv'd the 
© (almoſt unfaſhionable) Doctrine of ndefeaſible Heredi- 
*rary Right, and aſſerted the Divine _ of For- 


* ſwearing and Mental Reſervation. So far the Pre- 
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Now, Sir, you will expect I ſhould acquaint you with 
the Method I take to judge of the ſeveral Writings that 


are daily publiſh'd, aud my Reaſon for rejecting ſo 
many. This I will readily do, not only for your Uſe, 
but tor that alſo of all my loving Countrymen, that they 


may know henceforward how to diſtinguiſh the true 


genuine Sons from the ſpurious Counterfeits. 1 
If J find much that looks like Argument in any Au- 
thor, I immediately ſuſpect him to be ſpurious, for De- 
clamation is the great Characteriſtick of our Friends; 
but if he boldly aſſerts, leaving his Antagoniſts to prove 
the Negative, I at once pronounce him genuine: For I 
look upon this Method as the infallible Mark of Legiti- 
macy. And now I have mention'd this Particular, give 
me leave to ſay, that without this Art, in vain do our 
Authors write, fince were they ty'd down to publiſh no- 
ming but Truth, they would be very unable to ſerve our 
Cauſe. They ſhould conſider, that Hundreds read an 
Abuſe, who never have an Opportunity of ſeeing the 
Anſwer; and in this Particular, I muſt needs own, you 
have ſucceeded beyond Expectation; that noble Con- 
tempt of Argument; and Intrepidity in aſſerting, is, no 
doubt, one of your molt diſtinguiſhing Characters. 
Another Mark of Diſtinction I judge by, is this, 


whenever I find a Writer point. his Satire not at 


the Meaſures of a Miniſtry, but at ſome particular 
Man in it, I immediately ſuſpe& he has — pri- 
vate Views, and abuſes cnly to be bought off. Me- 
thinks I hear him ſay, you ſee what I can do, How 
much will you give me to be quiet? *Tis the want of at- 
tending to this Diſtintion, that has ſo often miſled us 
in — udgment of Authors. How many, who, at their 
firſt jeeting out, we have careſs'd as our own, have 
(upon the firſt Offer of a Place, or a Penſion) been ſud- 
denly ſeiz d with a Lethargy, the ſure Forerunner 
of Death; even the TRUE BRITORN himſelf has, in 


this Particular, given me ſome Reaſon for Suſpicion. 


But there is another Mark that determines me in my 
Judgment, and which makes me very much ſuſpect an 
Author, and that is, whenever I find any of the noto- 
rious Whigs mention'd, without at the ſame time ſhew- 
ing a Deteſtation of their Principles and Actions, by the 
| | i additional 
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additional Epithets of Antimonarchical Men, Louers of 
Anarchy and Config Free-T hinkers, Deiſts, A. 
zheiſts, &c. Now there are ſome Paragraphs of this 
nature in your Papers, which I do not know very well 
how to account for; the WHARTONS, the SIDNEYS, 
and the Old J/HIGS, have been by turns the Subjects 
of your Panegyrick ; for which Reaſon I have not been 
able as yet to determine whether I may ſafely admit 
you into my Collection: The Eſteem I have conceiv'd 
tor you, makes me hope for the beſt, and that you will 
ſhew your ſelf worthy of the Company of that Set of 
Sufferers, and Martyrs, who have ſo gloriouſly gone be- 
fore you: Let your Zeal make amends for what we have 
ſuffer d from your Anceſtors ; and tho' in purſuing theſe 
Meaſures * may happen to loſe your Life, your Ho- 
nour, or Eſtate; yet conſider what Trifles theſe are, 
when compar'd to the Glory of being rank'd among the 
CHARNOCKS, the SHEPHERDS, the SULLE 
VANS, the LAYERS, and the AT7TERSURYS. 


1 am, Sir, 
Tours, Ge. 
Indefeafible. 


Off. 25. 1723. 


Beere e 
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| Seribimus i ndocti, doctique Poemata paſſin. Hor. 


4 Wedneſday, November "I 1723. 


—— 
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ITI recciv'd a Letter from a Gentleman, whoſe In- 
telligence in the Affair he writes to me about, I think, 
cannot be queſtion d; and as I apprehend no Danger on 
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the Publick from complying with his Requeſt, I ſhall, 


without farther Ceremony, - ſo complaiſant to him as 
to publiſh the Piece he has thought proper to recom- 

mend' to my Care, together with Fs 

which it was enclos'd. 


To the Author of the BRITON. 
STR, | 8 
I. was with no common Satisfaction, (and you know 
my Principles, or Prejudices, if you pleaſe to call 
them ſuch, too well to blame me for it) that I read the 
Verſes in the TRUE BRITON, which begin, 


As o'er the Ocean's ſwelling Tide, 
An Exile Tully rode, &c. 


Written, as I am well aſſur'd, by the late Biſhop of 
RockksrER, and lately brought over hither by one of 
his near Relations. There is, indeed, ſomething ſo ex- 
traordinary in. the Deſign of theſe Lines; and I imagine 


I know. the Turn and Way of Thinking of that excel- 


lent Perſon who wrote them ſo truly, that I ſhould not 


have been in the leaſt doubt of his being the Author of 


them, tho' I had no other ſufficient Evidence to con- 


vince me that he is ſo: How peculiarly, how happily 


does the home-killing Stroke at the Concluſion, viz. Bleſt 


Ve the Hand, &c. ſuit with the Genius, Temper, and 


Spiritual Fortitude of that inimitable Prelate ? 
This, Sir, is what probably you was not (with Cer- 
tainty at leaſt) acquainted with before; tho' I think, 


any Man would naturally judge that Poem very unlikely 
to be the Work of a Layman; the Stanza's or Numbers 


throughout, as well as the Stile in many Places, being 


form'd entirely in the Pſalm Way ; or, in other Words, 


after the Manner of TaTz and BRA PD. 
As I need not doubt but you will come into my Opi- 
nion, and even readily take my Word for it, that my 


moſt honoured Patron is the Writer of the Verſes in 


queſtion ; ſo J hope, on the Merit of that Diſcovery, I 
may preſume to ask a Favour of you, and that is, that 
yoa will be pleaſed,” if you ſee proper, to permit me to 
convey the following Epiſtle to him, on n of 
his Poetry, by the Canal of your Paper: which Neuen. 
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I apprehend you will judge the more reaſonable, as. I 
have no Opportunity now, as formerly, of correſpond- 
ing with him in a more private Way: And I''choſe to 
apply my ſelf to you in this Caſe, rather than to any 
other Writer of the Week, that I might be ſure to give 
no Offence, or Cauſe of Suſpicion to my Superiours, 


1 am with all due Eſteem, | 
. T R — 


Your oſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
Geo. K--ll--y, 


To the Right Reverend Father in God, PRANCIS 
late Lord Biſhop of ROCHESTER. 


F OM the fam d Walls, by CxsaR built, T ſend 

This fond Epiſtle to my injur d Friend. 

Since Fate, that all thy Labours has withſtood, | 
Denies thee to recall the STUaR T's Blood, 
Since now thou can'ſt with me conſpire no more 
To raiſe the Mitre, and its Power reſtore ; 

Well doſt thou try from Verſe Relief to find; 
Verſe can charm Care, and ſooth the Exile's Mind. 

| Nor is it Treaſon, or will ſtand a Crime, 
To write thy own unqueſtion'd Praiſe in Rhime ; 

Not War eoLE ſhall this Privilege reſtrain, 
Nor rob thee of the Pleaſure to be vain. 


Whate'er thou crrit'ſt, believe me, I approve, 
A partial Critick towards the Man I love; 
That Love, that Zeal, which always plead for thee, 
Hide from my Sight the Stains that others ſee : 
Yet now, Town, an Error I deſery, | 
But view that Error with a friendly Rye: 
O #hen forgive, and call it not ſevere, 
or the Fameof Iuiineton [fear 
Nor ſcorn th Advice, while I, thy Friend adviſe ; 
Praiſe thy great Self, but in that Praiſe bewiſe 3 
And when thy Virtues next engage thy Muſe, _ 
A fitter Scheme, and more agreeing chuſe. 
| T7 
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Since none, not I, thy Deeds who fondly view, 
Can trace a Parallel, exactly true, | 
(Tho long my darling Paſſion T have nurſt) 
Berwixt the Second TULLY and the Firſt. 


. This Parallel the envious Whigs deri de, 
And rudely treat at once thy Parts, and Pride, 
_ Rome's Orator, they cry, grew juſtly great; 
The Hand that reſcu d, not enflav'd his State ! 
Unweary'd ſtill with fattions Arts to ſtri ve, 
He baffled Treafons, but did ne er contrive : 
In Floquence did he unrivall'd ſhine ; 
A little, and diſputed Laurel Thine ! 


T hus do they talk, thus exerciſe their Rage, 

Againſt thy Virtue, and thy deathleſs Page: 

Hoe e, my Friend, not wholly be depreſt, 

Nor nouriſh Anguiſh in thy pious _ ; 

Z ho many Tongues aſſail thy ſpotleſs Name; 
Tho none allow thee the great Conſul's Fame; 

Tet all this Truth confeſs, ev'n Whigs, thy Foes, 

Thy Rhimes like Tully's are, howe'er unlike thy Proſe. 


Tower, Novemb. GEO. K--LL--Y. 


4. 1723. 


Mr. K--rr,--y, in the Letter to me, has added a Poſt- 
ſcript, which I don't think proper to give the Reader in 
his own Words; however, I do not ſee why I may not do 
him one good Office he there defires of me, which is, to 
let his Patron know, that he is infinitely rejoic'd at the 
News of his having receiv'd ſo kind a Letter from Albano, 
with the Promiſe of ſuch a Penſion from his Holineſs, as 
will enable him to live up to his Dignity and Character; 

and that he hopes this * Bok of his Royal Maſter's Pa- 

vour, will ſoon be follow'd by others more conſiderable, 
After this, my Correſpondent has dropp'd an Expreſſion, 
which, if T have any Skill in decyphering an Obſcurity, 
(and I would not injure him) ſeems to infinuate, that 
his Friends in England have not been ſo zealous and li- 
beral towards him, as might reaſonably have been ex- 
pected, confidering his Firmneſs and Sufferings in their 
Cauſe; I am ſorry the Cafe ftards thus with him ede 
| on't 
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don't doubt, provided he will often ſend me ſuch Let- 
ters as this, but I ſhall be able to procure him a Collec- 


tion from the Whigs. | 


— 


The BRITON. 


: Inpiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer, 
FTJura negat ſibi Nata. Horat. 


; | ” — | — ** — 
5 | Weaneſaay, November 13. 1723. 


I Thank my ingenious Correſpondent S. B. for his ex- 
- cellent Letter, and hope to hear frequently from him; 
I ſhall interweave the Subſtance of it with ſome Thoughts 
of my own upon the ſame Subject in the following Diſ- 
courſe. 

5 I believe by this time every body is convinc'd, that the 
1 late Biſhop of Rocheſter was Author of the ODE, lately 


3 rinted in the TRUE BRITOS: I ſhould ſcarely have 
: troubled the Town any more about his Poetry, but that 
Z thought the Villany contain'd in the laſt Stanza, and 
. the Improprieties in the preceding ones, ought not to 

paſs unremark'd. : | 85 


I confeſs, I cannot but admire the Ingenuity and Fe- 
licity of Thought he has diſcover'd in the Choice of a 
Motto, ſo admirably ſuited to his Temper, and the Spi- 
rit of his Paper. 1 „ 

Huectere ſi nequeo Superos, Acheronta moves. 

Theſe Words would ſound very oddly in the Mouths of 
moſt E ccleſiaſticks, but are no ways extraord mary when 
utter'd by Father Fruncis; who after being tired out 
with the Fatigue of praying to no purpoſe, & * up a. 

| 3 | League 


ſuch a Flight as cannot be accounted 
pure ever yet made uſe of by the moſt metaphorical 
Writers. 5 „ | 
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League with the Devil, and hopes he ſhall ſtill be able 
to do Miſchief, through the aſſiſtance of ſo powerful a 


Second: And, indeed, I cannot blame him for his 


Choice, ſince he ſeems reſolv'd to confound all Notions 
of Right and Wrong, to deſpiſe and trample under foot 
all Juſtice and Decency, without bluſhing, or ſo much as 
endeavouring to conceal it from the World. This Paſſi- 
on has already tranſported him into abundance of Con- 
tradictions; and Deſpair of Succeſs will, I doubt not, in 
a little time, 3 to the laſt Pangs of Nonſenſe, 
which ſeem to come very faſt upon him. 

The TRUE BRTTOoN could not have hit upon any 
Character in ancient Hiſtory, ſo unlike his celebrated 
Hero, as the Rowan Exile; and ſo is forced to affirm 
ſeveral Things of both, which are true of neither. For 
Tully was baniſh'd his Country, for ſaving the State of 
Rome from the Conſpiracy and wicked Defigne of Cati- 
line, and never accus'd of forming any Plots for its Ne- 
ſtruction. Z /lly was at the Head of the Miniſtry ; my 
Friend Francis was too well known to be entruſted with 
that Power. 778 

A Proteſtant Biſhop concerting Meaſures how to in- 


troduce Popery, and to involve a whole Nation in Blood 


and Confuſion, is, I muſt confeſs, a fine and uncommon 
Subject for Panygerick : But Mankind, no doubt, will 
overlook ſuch little Foibles as theſe, and, conſidering his 
other great Qualities, will allow him to be, notwithſtand- 
ing what he tiles himſelf, 


I Act, in Thong ht 6 iti Stams. 
The Art of 9 a traitorous Correſpondence by 
Cyphers, was one of his great Excellencies: 
. Farewel, renown'd in Arts, farewel, ad Stanza. 
His Wiſdom, Vertue, and Godlike Zeal, zd Stanza, 


Were very eminent; but his Country's Juf Defence, is 
or, by any Fi- 


The next Stanza enters a little farther into the Hiſto- 
ry, wherein we are made to believe, that the obleft 
e | | Patriots 
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Patriots ſtood firm to the ſacred Cauſe of Tully 4 which 
is all invented purely for the ſake of the Biſhop; and 
thoſe noble Patriots who Rood firm to his ſacred Canſe. 
For alas! Tully met with no ſuch Friends; he was 


ſhamefully abandon'd by thoſe whom he had obliged in 


the higheſt manner, by Men who tended Love to 
their Country, and wo he had ſerv'd it; yet 
had not the honeſty to appear for him; and his Enemies 
gave him no opportunity of Aiſplaying the Force of Elo- 
quence and of Laws : He was not allow'd the Right of 
defending himſelf, but was accuſed and condemned in 
the ſame Sentence, without the leaſt Form of a Trial; 
which is a Circumſtance that exactly tallies with the 
Proceedings againſt our modern Cicero. 175 
The 5th Stanza labours under all the Inconſiſteneies 
and Contradiftions imaginable. e 


Thy mighty Ruin to eſſect, 
What Plots have been devis'd, Re. 
We are to remember he is ſpeaking of Tully, and th 
Plot to ruin him, was making a Law in a tumultuous 
manner, or ſomething under colour of a Law, (for his 
Baniſhment was altogether illegal.) No one Perſon 
was examin'd about it, no one perjur'd in his Defence 
or Ruin; for not a ſingle Witneſs was call'd on either 
fide. How this agrees with the Caſe of our Weſftmin- 


ſter Exile, we all know. 


The following Stanza is no leſs abſurd, and cannot 
be well apply'd to Tully, much leſs to the Biſhop :'T he 
dark Deceit of Tully's Enemies was framing a Law that 
he ſhould be baniſh'd; the nice Diſguiſe was an Innuer- 
do, that he had caus'd ſome Roman Citizens to be put 
to death without a Trial in the common Form. Thoſe 
worthy Citizens were Lentulus, Cethegus, &c. Men 
who had enter'd into Catiline's Conſpiracy to overturn 
the State, to deſtroy the Senate, to lay the City in 
Aſhes, to murder the Conſuls, and every other Man 
who refuſed to join them. There was no appearance 
of Treachery in theſe Proceedings againſt Tally, but 
every thing was carry'd by main Force, and open Vio- 
lence, From hence — Reader may obſerve, what 
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Nai Talent this reverend Author has at drawing 
alles. ; 311 torn: a 
Thus we plainly ſee how from a Self-Flattery, we ſet. 
a Luſtre on our own Actions, tho' never ſo infamous, by 
comparing ourſelves with the worthieft Patriots of Anti- 
quity. 2 y (from the ſublimeſt Sinner to the loweſt). has 

en call'd upon to patronize and give an Authority to 
thoſe Actions, which the Examples of our Newgate 
Gentry would have more ſuitably illuſtrated. 121 

But the moſt maſterly Stroke is yet to come: Here 


£2 a oat 


the Prelate throws off the Mask of Piety and Religion, 


bewails no longer his Misfortunes, and the Hardſhips he 
has undergone, looks upon Sorrow and Lamentations as 
trifling ; Revenge is the only Comfort to his troubled 
Mind; the means to gratify this Paſſion, however in. 
famous, muſt be ſought after: A Biſhop recommends 
Aſſaſſination, (that Sin of Bigots and of 5 bleſ- 
ſes the Hand that ſtrikes, and ſanRifies the Deed. Awake 


ve Tauk Britons, raiſe up ſome new RAvILLIACS 


and SyxEPHERDs, let not the Fear of human Laws in- 
timidate you, your Commiſſion comes from a divine Ori- 
ginal, and your Warrant from an unerring Hand. | 
Is this the Voice of the Preacher, or in what part of 
Holy Writ is this Doctrine to be found? Popes, Cardi- 


nals and Abbots have eſtabliſh'd the Orthodoxy of Aſ- 


ſaſſination to ſupport their own Authority: And no doubt 
but it is a great Support to them, when by this means 
they can get rid of an obſtinate heretical Prince, at ſo 
{ſmall an Expence as the Canonization of the Aſſaſſin. 

But ſurely, every free People muſt think with dete- 
Ration upon this murdering * * eſpecially when 
they reflect, that Liberty and Aſſaſſinations are incom- 
patible. While the Romans were a free People, it was 
not ſo much as heard of in Rome; but as ſoon as ever 
Tyranny was eftabliſh'd, ſcarce an Emperor, or a Man 
in great Power eſcap'd the Dagger of ſome Ruffian or 
other. Spain, Portugal and Italy, in the preſent Age, 
are the only Countries which are infected with this Vice; 
and its prevailing there, is, no doubt, owing to the in- 
ſufferable Oppreſſions of the Papal Juriſdiction. 

Before I conclude this Paper, I will tell this reverend 


Song Enditer what we Bzxitons think of him and his 


Perfor- 
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Performance. In the firſt place, we cannot fin i the leaſt 
reſemblance betwixt him and the Roman Orator,” In 
the ſecond place, that we will affaſlinate none of his Ene- 
mies, becauſe they are neceſſarily our Friends; and ne- 
ver diftinguiſh'd their Affection to us more, than by ſen- 
ding him from amongſt us. Thirdly, we do not value 
a ſingle half-penny the Fulminations and Anathema's of 
his Friends at Rome, ſo long as King GROR OR has af- 
ſur'd us of his Protection; and we firmly believe the Na- 
vy at Chatham is more than an equal Match for all the 
wonder-working Trinkets at Loretto. Fourthly, let him 
and his Friend the TRUE Bairon ſay what they will, 
we can never think, whilſt Stocks riſe and Credit flou- 
riſhes, we are in a worſe Condition fince, than before his 
Departure, And as to his Performance, we are ſo cha- 
ritable as to believe his bodily Indiſpoſitions have im- 
air'd his Underſtanding, and that he wrote better Ver- 
es at fixteen, than he does at fixty. > Si. 
But why do I talk of a Man who is no more, ſince I 
have this moment receiv'd Advice of, his Death, with 
the following Epitaph to be engraven on his Tomb-ſto 
in Weſtminſter Abbey ! | 15 
T he mighty Prieſt is turn d to Duſt; 
(As Popes and Cu rates one day muſt) 
Who, when alive, could plot, and pray, 
Or Song endite, or Roundelay; 
Or Treaſon in his Text could wenve in 
With any godly Biſhop breathing. 
Ah! then, how cruel is the Grave, 
T he Poet, nor the Prieſt to ſave! 
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Majores, eum qui ſocium fefelliſſer, in bonorum Virorum 
numero, non putarumt haberi oportere. | 
men Cicero. Orat. pro Roſ. Ameri. 
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PRofeflions of Friendſhip are ſo very common, that a 
Man has ere, as Sag # magmas Friends as he 
has common Acquaintance ; and it would be injurious 
to miſtruſt the Sincerity of a Perſon who aſſures he 
is upon all Occaſions ready to ſerve you: But whoever 
relies upon the Services of theſe profeſſing well-bred 
Gentlemen, will find too late, that all Occaſions, means 
10 Occaſion at all, if it interferes in the leaſt with their 
rivate Advantage: And why indeed ſhould we expect 
People will lay themſelves under Inconveniencies for us, 
who never obliged them, or went out of our own way, 
to promote their Intereſt ? Mankind are generally ſo 
honeſt, that while your Circumſtances will allow you to 
live upon the level with them, they are very much your 
humble Servant : But whoever runs out his Fortune, and 


N expects any aſſiſtance afterwards from theſe hackney'd 


Friends, may ſpend the remainder of his time in miſe- 
ry, and lead an uncomfortable Life, tailing at falſe 
Friends, and amazed that People ſhould mean nothing 
by the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances, and Profeſſions of Friend- 


ſhip. 
: Plileorio has a new Set of Friends, at leaſt once a 
Quarter; and generally before the Year is out, moſt of 
them are confin'd in Priſons, or travel to the Plantations 
for their Diverſion. Vulgario is no ways uneaſy at this, 
nor 
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firſt Diſguſt he takes; and you mult tha 


tizen, a good Lawyer, or a good 


the falent 5 of Timidius. ' Nay, he is often 
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nor feels any Concern for their Misfortunes; he collects 
together a new Set, and he is in the higheſt Favour, who 
can contribute moſt to his Diverſion. . Notwithſtanding 
theſe daily Warnings, Strangers to him {till believe Vul- 
gario has a Soul capable of Friendſhip ; and what is a- 
mazing, they know at the ſame time he would not 
with a ſingle Guinea to preſerve the Man he ſeems moſt 
fond of, from inevitable Ruin. 

Perſons of weak Underſtandings, or timorous Diſpo- 
ſitions, are diſqualify'd by Nature for the Offices of 
Friendſhip. Fannius has Pride as well as Folly, and 
over-values every little Service he does for his moſt inti- 
mate Friend; ſlight Obligations he thinks can never be 
repaid, and takes care to proclaim to all the World how 
much you are indebted to Fi Beſides, your Intimacy 
with Fannius, can never be of long continuance ; Fools 
always lie 1 * to the Aſſaults of Flattery, and the firſt 
infinuating, deſigning Paraſite, who can condeſcend to 
admire his Dulneſſes, and cry vp Na Underſtanding, ef- 
fectually ſupplants you. He looks upon a Man of Ho- 
neſty and Senſe as a Maſter over him, and thinks he can 
never appear to advantage, unleſs he has ſome one to 
act under him in a ſubordinate Character. Moreover, 
every Secret, every private Sentiment you entruſted him 
with as a Friend, will certainly be made publick, the 

nk yourſelf if 
your private Affairs become the publick Talk of Coffee- 
ouſes. | 

Timidius ſacrifices his Friend to his Fears, and Self- 
preſervation often induces him to play the Villain, con- 
trary to his Inclinations. A Man may make a good Ci- 

| hyſician, without 
Courage; but Reſolution and Fortitude are abſolutely 
neceſſary to form a Friend, A fearful Man is intimida- 
ted by Threats, and terrify'd into Confeſſions, which 
may be highly prejudical to the Perſon he ſincerely loves. 
A too great Pp — for Life, and a natural Averſion to 
Pain, makes him ſhrink in the hour of Danger: Timi- 
dius is obliged to hear his Friend calumniated with Pa- 
tience, and others entertain a bad Opinion of him, from 


\ 


forced to make one of the 20 and join in the Cry a- 


gainſt 
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ay himſelf under the Neceſſity of a Quarrel. 

Bigots, and Men of narrow Principles, partly by Con- 

ſtitution, and nr thro' the Prejudices of Education, 

of forming private Alliances or l gad 

| 'd 

to entertain with Pleaſure the Freedoms and enings 


of the Heart, which make the Converſation of Frien 


ſo deſirable. A free way of converſing naturally, gives 


them Uneaſineſs, and a free way of thinking they con- 


fider as Ws tpi I have known a Bigot diſcard his 
beſt Friend for the ſake of Jrenæus, and conceive an im- 

lacable Hatred againſt a Man for disbelieving the Ac- 
count of Oliver's Compact with the Devil. Let every 
Man, therefore, cautiouſly avoid commencing a Friend- 
ſhip with a ſuperſtitious Perſon, unleſs he is very ſecure 
of his own Orthodoxy ; for a different Belief in a Point 


of Faith, infallibly cancels all other Obligations. 


The People I have pointed out as unfit tor Friendſhip, 
rather merit our Pity than Averſion, fince a Soul that 
is unfurniſh'd with Principles of Friendſhip, and has no 


reſting- place for his Sorrows, is very little able in any 


Condition of Life, to weather out and endure with Ala- 


a” 


crity the thouſand Shocks that Mankind from his Make 


18 8 liable to: Since he is 3 of that ce- 


leſtial Pleaſure of communicating Eaſe and Benefit to 


others, which was the peculiar Virtue, and Summum 
Bonum of the heathen World. The Patriot and the 
Friend were the only diſtinguiſhing Characteriſticks a- 
mong them, and 25 th was as juſtly celebrated upon ac- 
count of his Friend{hip with Lelius, as for his moſt re- 
markable Victories, | - 

The Pleaſures of Friendſhip are, no doubt, inexpreſ- 
fible ; to have a Partner to condole with in Misfortunes, 


3 ry * 10 AE . - 
alleviates the Sorrow, and a Friend to rejoice with in 


Proſperity heightens our Joy ; to unboſom all our ſecret 
Thoughts with Security, to act over all the little Frail- 
ties (we conceal from the World) without reſerve, is 
the ſupreme Felicity we are capable of enjoying. This 
mutual Confidence in one another, raiſes us above the 
Kings and Rulers of the Earth ; they have no Equals, 


and conſequently no Friends, that dare deal fincerely 


with 


3 


with them. Princes muſt content themſelves with Pow- 
er and Grandeur; private Men alone enjoy the ineſti- 
mable Riches of Friendſhip. _ | =o 

But, whoever dares to take * him the ſacred Name 
of Friend, ſhould confider well the Task he undertakes, 
his Fortune, his Life is no longer at his own diſpoſal ; 
another has an equal Right to them with himſelf, for 
a ſtinted limited Friendſhip, is but another Name for a 
Betrayer. Manly has all = Qualities of a true Friend; 
he is open, free, and generous, and where he profeſſes 
himſelt a Friend, he maintains the Character with Sin- 
cerity and Honour, He knows himſelf to be honeſt, and 
cannot ſuſpect another; he has too much Virtue for the 
Age he lives in, which has led him into ſeveral Incon- 
veniences. Had he liv'd in the virtuous Times of Rome 
or Greece, he would have been enroll'd with the Plato's 
and the Dion's, the Scipio's and the Lælius s. Man 
has ventur'd his Life for Cowards, who have afterwar 
baſely deſerted him, and however others have behav- 
ed towards him ; no one can reproach him with the leaſt 
Failure in his Engagements of Briendſhi Ws 

And indeed no one but the moſt finiſh'd Villain can be 
falſe to, or prejudice the Man he calls his Friend; for 
we communicate thoſe Things to them, which we care- 
fully conceal from the reſt of the World, It is our own 


Fault if we ſuffer from any Advantages we give our Ene- 


mies; but no vertuous Man can or would be guarded a- 
gainſt his Friend, for whenever we come to act with Care 
and Circumſpection, the Name of Friendſhip may re- 


main, but the Friend, alas, is loſt. 


I would however give this one Piece of Adviceto all 
Mankind; whatever Rupture or — happens be- 
tween Friends, let them part fairly and let thoſe Secrets 
which were communicated to each other, (whilſt they 
lived as Friends) remain ſtill Secrets to the World. 
Tully complains of Mark Anthony in the moſt ſevere 
manner, for ex poſing the Letters to publick View, which 

aſſed between them when they were intimate; and 
Live no Man who had any Regard either to Honour 
or good Breeding, could have been guilty of {o infa- 


mous an Action. 
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T happen'd laſt Summer, at a Country-Retirement 

of Eugenio's, that Crater and Philander (his former 
Familiars at the Univerſity) made him a Viſit. Crater, 
having always liv'd within the Walls of a College, re- 
tained {till the ſame Aukwardneſs of Behaviour, and 
Moroſeneſs of Converſation, which he had when Ei. 


genio firſt knew him. Philander, tho he enter'd early 


into the World, tndu'd with an Underſtanding capable 
of making the greateſt Improvements, generous and 
frank-hearted, almoſt to a Fault ; yet he fo little con- 
fider'd, or perhaps ſo far deſpiſed the Decencies of Life, 


that it led him often into Inconveniencies, and render'd 


7 


his Company upon ſome Occaſions (though formed by 


Crater _ freely or humanely on no Subject; 
Philangder's Judgment was unbiaſs'd in few Things, ex- 


cept in Religion ; Crater was difagreeable to all, be- 


cauſe, without any jeal Knowledge, he arrogantly gave 
you to underſtand, that his Senſe of Things was the 
only Standard of judging rightly. Philander diſpleaſed 
none, except thoſe who were not enough acquainted 
with his Virtues, to forgive his little Failings, 1 

enio, with an Eafineſs of Carriage that always ac- 


companied him, receiv'd his two Friends, and _ 
at 


with an Air of Delight, to find out every thing t 
might be agreeable to them; He ſhew'd them his m_— 
| | | whic 
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which was adorn'd with well-choſen Pictures; he diſco- 
ver'd the ſame gogd Taſte in the diſpoſing his Gardens: 
for every thing ha was polite, and contributed to ren- 
der Life more chearful and eaſy, belonged to Eugenio. 
Crater, with an Air of Contempt, view'd his fine Paint- 
ings, and unwillingly attended the good natur'd Man, 
labouring to give (him all the Amuſements his Rural 
Villa would afford. At laſt Crater, unable to endure ſo 
much Politeneſs, broke out in this manner : 

I thought, Eugenio, you had been a Man of better 
* Underſtanding, than to have taken ſo much Pains, and 
* expended {o much Time and Money upon Things that 
* are mere Trifles, and tend to no manner of Service to 
Mankind: Religion nor the World is not better'd by 
© Painters, Poets, or fine Models of Gardening: Man- 
© kind is not the more learned or wiſe for their Know- 
© ledge in theſe things. Plato did well to baniſh Poets 
© and Muſicians out of his Republick 3 for, from the 
time they have been introduc'd, and gained Eſteem 
* amonglt us, ſolid Learning and Religion, which are 
the Stays and Supporters of Morality, are laid afide, to 
* make way for theſe Gentleman-like Amuſements. 


Philander, with his wonted Sincerity, was going to 
is'd of 


ſhew him, that Religion, as it had been practis 
late Days, did not ſo well conſiſt with Morality ; but 
1 interpos'd, and with gentle Reproofs re- 
ied: 
f * I own, Crater, theſe are Trifles, compar'd to ſome 
other Engagements of Life; but why may not theſe 
* 'Trifles, as you call them, laudably be the Amuſe- 
ments of Men of the firſt Characters? It has been al- 
* ways my Way of Thinking, that what contributed to 
my own Pleaſure, at the ſame time communicating 
* ſome Advantage, or, at leaſt, not Pain to others, was 
*a vertuous Way of ſpending Time. Though Poets, 
* Painters, and Muſicians, have not the good Fortune to 
* ſtand in the Rank of learned Men; yet they have 
* ſucceeded in ſoftening the moroſe, unſocial Spirits of 
Men, where dry Philoſoph has fail'd: They have 
* ſupply'd us with new Pleaſures, and the more Ways 
that are explor'd to give us Satisfaction, the more our 
* Natures are ennobled and remov'd from the Brute Cen- 
| | tion. 
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< tion. Religion and Learning I would by no means 
«© diſcourage, but they loſe half their Luſtre from the 
© 'Tempers of Men who generally profeſs them: A 
© well-bred, good-natur'd Man has more Merit with me, 
© than the Bigot or ſupercilious Scholar. Where is the 
* mighty Uſe of your boaſted Learning, if you want 
© that placid conciliating Manner to make Mankind at- 
© tentive to your Inſtructions ? Advice, from Experience, 
is ineffectual, when they diſapprove the Adviſer. The 
© Poets, and the more gentle Reformers of the World, 
© proceed in a Method more truly Philoſophical : They 
© take Mankind as they are; confider him as a Creature 
© made up of various and ſtrong Appetites ; by Leni- 
© tives they work their Cure, not forcibly endeavouring 
© to root up the whole Syſtem, but as Nurſes indulge 
© their Children, give ſomething into their Humour, and 
© point out and ſhew the Medicine in ſuch an alluring 
$ — that they delight in and enjoy the Remedy 
* from ſuch pleaſing Hands. 5 
enio was purſuing with Tranſport the Praiſes of 
Poetry, while Pyhilander liſten' d with Admiration to 
thoſe Encomiums, which in ſome meaſure regarded 
bimſelf; when Crater interrupted him with an unbe- 
coming Vehemence. | 
© Poetry, of all the Inventions of Mankind, is the 
* moſt prolifick in Miſchiefs; the Miſleader of our 
© Youth, unſettling their Minds in the Principles of 
© Religion, and placing Morality in its ſtead; filling 
* them with imaginary Ideas, and ever after depriving 
© them of the Means of arriving at Truth: for when 
once the Underſtanding is tainted with this Art of 
* Fallacy, in vain it may look back for honeſt ſimple 
* Truth; you are entangled in the Snare, and may re- 
* ſcue your ſelf if you can from Circe's Charms. You 
© may remember, Philanger, that Eugenio, when with 
© us, was a fincere Lover of Learning where he had im- 
bib'd uſeful! Knowledge; but the Converſation of the 
World has miſguided him in the Conduct of Life. 
Philander interrupted him with great Earneſtneſs, 
ſaying, * That he would exchange all his Acquiſitions of 
* Univeriity-Knowledge, to have been Matter of one 
Ode in Piudar: What we gain'd with you — he) 
* 1erves 
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© ſerves to no one purpoſe of Life, and is rather a Hin- 
« drance than a Recommendation, when we defire to be 
thought qualified for the Office of an active Life. 
When we firſt land (as it were) amongſt our Fellow- 
Citizens from your ſeemingly remote Colony, we appear 
© like Chineſe travelling in the European Countries: Our 
© Deportment, our Language, our Dreſs, is as different 
from the civiliz'd Eugenio and his Companions, as are 
| the Manners of thoſe who live twenty Degrees diſtant 
F from London. | = | 
| 8 Eugenio was pleaſed with Philander's Frankneſs; but 
| fearing his Friend might commit ſome Indecencies in en- 
larging too far upon a Topick he ſeem'd ſo fond of, 
took up the Diſcourſe, and anſwered Crater in the fol - 
lowing Manner. | 

I perceive, Crater, you are ſomewhat uneaſy at the 
Freedom Philander has taken, but you muſt impute 
* it to the Warmth of his Imagination, and not to any 
© Difregard he would ſhew to your Sentiments; how- 
ever, I cannot think the Poets are ſo very faulty as you 
* would make them; they have been rather Advocates 
« for, than Enemies to Religion, and you will find Mo- 
© rality carried to a higher Pitch by ſome of them, than 
© by the moſt ſevere Philoſophers. How, ſays Crater, 
* interrupting him, Poets Advocates for Religion! Yes, 
© replies Eugenio, What a Reverence for the Gods, and 
© and what a ſolemn Regard for Religion does there ap- 
© pear in the Writings of Pindar? Who has enforced 
the Obligation of Oaths, or the Reſpe& there ought 
to be paid to Truth, ina ſtronger manner? I have heard 
* you yourſelf commend the Chaſtneſs of Expreſſion and 
Sentiment ſo remarkable in Virgil; and would you 
* baniſh all Poets from amongſt us, for the Indiſcretions 
of a few, who ſcarce deſerve the Name? Confider what 
* a Relaxation and Unbending of the Mind we receive 
from the Aſſiſtance of Poetry. A too long Application 
to ſevere Stugies, is apt to make us grow heavy and ill- 
* hurhourd; An this Time of Diſtreſs, Poetry relieves us; 
* the Rower of Verſe diverts the melancholy Vapours, 
and gives us at the ſame time Pleaſure and Inſtruction, 
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2 TER with Uneaſineſs heard Eugenio attri- 
bute a Kind of Magick to the Powers of Poetry, 
that it help'd the Diſtreſſed, uprais'd the Heavy-hearted, 
communicating freſh Joys, when every Thing beſides 
was impotent, to cheer the drooping Soul: I perceive 
( ſaid he). Eugenio, from your Diſcourſe, that you 
make Pleaſure the main Bufineſs of Man's Life; that 
of 


when the Mind is afflicted, it may lawfully have re- 


© courſe to any Remedy, however unreaſonable, that is 
© moſt likely to relieve it 3 that our unruly Appetites 
© ſhould have a plenary Indulgence in every Thing they 
ſo irregularly deſire : This is the imperfect Way of 
Thinking, ſo faſhionable among Gentlemen of the 
World ; conſider, Man was born for other Purpoſes, 


to travel through this Lite with Penury and Pain, in 


o 

« 

c 

. 

* the Service of that Being, who was ſo indulgent to 
give him Exiſtence, that what promoted his Glory, 
* and the Service of our Fellow Creatures, however re- 
* pugnant to our Paſſions, (the depraved Part of our 
$ Compoſition). ought to be the Labour of our Lives; 
and Eugenio, I cannot help obſerving, that even At- 
* flictions, which you Gentlemen ſo indu{triouſly en- 
© deavour to remove, are to be eſteemed beneficial to 
* Mankind: It is then alone, we can be ſaid properly 
to flouriſh; for as they blunt the Edge of our Appe- 
 tites, and wean us from the Vanities of the World, 
9 


they further us in our Purſuits after more ſolid Ac- 
„ quire- 
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« quirements: I do not queſtion, Philanger, but you 
vill one day be ſenſible of the Benefit of AMiQion. 
Philanader could contain no longer, (impatient to hear 
a human Creature talk ſo unlike one of the Species) but 
anſwer'd with Warmth, That no Lunatick in his Ra- 
« vings, ever fram'd ſo wild a Notion of Things; that 
2 Creature, whoſe very Eſſence conſiſts in his Paſſions 
and Deſires, compos'd by an all- powerful and juſt Be- 
ing, who wanted nothing, nor could be made fuller in 
Power or Joy, by any thing he bad created ; to ima- 
gine then that the Duty of that Creature conſiſted in 
acting contrary to thoſe Powers which were given him, 
to gratify the Almighty, and advance his Glory, was 
impious and extravagant: To poſtpone our Appe- 
tites, to rebuke the Intimations of the Will, and let 
it know that God is not pleaſed it ſhould enjoy what 
he made it neceſſarily require; that Selt-denials, 
Sufferings, and thwarting our Defires, are the only 
Means of making our Addreſſes, and paying Obedi- 
ence to him: Is not this the higheſt Prophanation ? 
Impeaching the Goodneſs of our Maſter, as if his De- 
light could not conſiſt but in the Miſery of his Crea- 
tures. Suppoſe Crater, that you yourſelf could po. 
ſibly frame a Being, (tho I am far from ſup 
you any ways partake of Divinity) I amſure, Eugenio 
will agree with me, you would endue it with ſuch 
Powers and Modes of Acting, as ſhould contribute ro 
its own Felicity, conducive to the Good of others ; 
that in doing Service to its Fellow-Creatures, it pro- 
moted its own Happineſs ; that acting ſuitably to its 
Nature, was the higheſt Perfection that Being was ca- 
pable of, and, at the ſame time, paying the greateſt 
Deference to its Creator: Unlike the wretched Crea- 
tures you would induce us to believe Mankind are, 
tho' conſtituted by the moſt benevolent and intelligent 
Being : Whereas, according to you, our Duty to him 
is render'd from the Sweat of our Brow, and our Love 
to our Feilow-Creatures, with Pain to ourſelves. 
Thus Pyhilauder, who never knew the Art of conceal- 
ing his Notions, was purſuing his Subject with the 
Warmth of an honeſt Mind, when Eugenio diſcover'd ſome 
Uncafineſs, and often cadeavour'd to interrupt him, ob- 
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ſerving Crater was diſpleaſed; when immediately the 
Servant brought him word that Dinner was upon the 
Table: ſo Crater walked before them up the Baden, 
murmuring to himſelf at the Wickedneſs of the World, 
and lamenting the Want of an Inquifition in this Country. 
Eugenio was behind with Philander, * 1 to 
him a more complacent Behavour to thoſe who differ'd 
from him in Opinion; that his Treatment was too vio- 
< lent ever to make Converts to his Way of Thinking: 
« That there was a more gentle and availing Method of 
« expoſing the Abſurdities of another, without breaking, 
© in upon the Rules of Decency, which was the true Cha- 
« racteriftick of a Gentleman; that every Man, from the 
Laws of Society, of what Country or Profeſſion ſoever, 
though the Cut of his Habit or Underſtanding difter'd 
from you, had a Right of being inoffenſive ly treated. 
Jou will excuſe this Freedom, Philanger ; but having 
* known you often to commit theſe Irregularities, makes 
* me dwell the longer, to induce you to reform this Fail- 
ing. Our Hearts are linked together ſo cloſely in the 
Bonds of Friendſhip, that what Reproofs we give each 
* other are as kindly taken, as if they proce eded from 
our own RefleQions. | 

They now ſat down to an Entertainment, where all 
Things were order'd in the moſt elegant manner; but 
Crater could ill enjoy the Repaſt ; the Niſcompoſure of 


bis Mind gave every Thing he taſted a bad Reliſh; the 


Soops, the Ragouſts, nor the Wines, had their proper 
Flavour, though at other Times none ſo ſincerely loved 
them as this unſenſual Man. This Declaimer againſt the 
Pleaſures of the Senſes, ſcarcely felt any but +. FR were 
admitted through thoſe Inlets, and thoſe chiefly of the 
grofler Kind, the Pleaſures of the Palate, as lying eafily 
within his reach from the Place of his Education. Thus 
remained Crater inſenſible of the Delicacies on the Table, 


and undelighted with the Pleaſantry of Eugenio and his 


Friend Philander, when Eugenio's Lady asked him, 
with Civility, how he approv'd the Model of the Gar- 
den and the Wilderneſs, whether the natural Harmony 
of the Birds in tlie Woods, did not exceed the affected 
Warblings of the Ttaliaus. 


He 
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HA He reply, with a ſcornful Smile. That he under- 
| * flood no Harmony, but that which appeared in the 
general Syſtem of Nature; that the Creation, indeed, 
was diſpos'd ſo harmoniouſly, that no one Thing was 
© unſuitable to another; that if conſider'd in the whole, 
the many ſeeming-repugnant Phænomena's were recon- 
cil'd, and made up together an amicable Conformity. 
The Lady was ſtartled to hear the word Harmony, 
which ſhe had generally apply'd to the Nightingale, or 
Madam Cu2207:, ſignify ſuch a Jumble of Things which 
her Underſtanding had never been moleſted with before. 
Philander ſmil'd to ſee his Adverſary ſo prettily encoun- 
tered. She then deſir'd to know of him, whether he 
abandon'd all the Diverſions of the World, and ſought 
not ſometimes for Amuſements from external Objects. 
© External Objects, Madam! You have been under a 
very great Error, they are only the Ideas of the Mind, 
* what you apprehend, perhaps, to have been real Bodies. 
Have you all this while been ſo deceived, as to think 
© the Nightingale warbling ſo ſweetly in the Woods, was 
aan animated Piece of Matter? Sure (ſays ſhe) Eugenio 
is a Man, and Philander an external Object, if I can 
* 106. Mo . he) meer Fancy, all Ideal, though 
it ſerves to the ſame Purpoſe of Life, whether Eugenio 
is a Being diſtinſt from our Imaginations, or whether 
the elegant, the polite Eugenio, and his Friend Phi- 
ander, is only an Idea of the Mind. Nay, ſays Phi- 
ander, have I been then talking with ſo much Ear- 
* neſtneſs to a Phantom of my own Brain? Have I my ſelf 
* conceiv'd an Idea only of a Crater, who is no where ſub. 
*< fiſting but in my Imagination? That Crater, who is 
* only an Idea of my Mind, and I but a Notion of his, 
* that the ſame Ideal Crater ſhould ſtand up in Oppofi- 
tion to my own proper Ideas, is a Piece of more retin'd 
* Scepticiſm than was ever yet advanc'd either by Pyrrþo, 
or his Followers. 8 
Here Eugenio ſpoke like Neſtor of Old, ſoothing the 
Differences of the Grecian Chiefs Well Crater, Iper- 
* ceive you can employ too ſome Part of your Time con- 
* cerning 'Trifles, as well as myſelf; the Knowledge, 
or rather Conjecture of theſe Things, make up only 


the Amuſements of a Univerſity - Man, as Gar- 
5 : | dens, 


7 


8 _ BRITON . 
dens, Poetry, and Paintings, the Pleaſures of a Gen- 
* tleman,,. The Difference is, you would impoſe your- 
« ſelves upon the World for uſeful arid learned Men, up- 
© on account of your Knowledge in theſe Things; way; 
© indeed, the great Pomp of Learning you ITS with, 
has often engag'd great Part of the World in your 
« Favour, while we pretend to little more than to an in- 
© nocent agreeable Way of ſpending Time; I think you 
might enjoy your Ideas, and I my Gardens, without 
being reckon'd great Treſpaſſers upon the Good of 
Society; but your Thoughts are employ'd in thoſe 
© Things which the Underſtanding cannot fathom ; I 
© have the Advantage of you in this, never going out of 
my Depth, I can eaſily comprehend the Objects which 
l engage my Attention: You are plunging into the im- 
< meaſurable Abyſs of Space, there you mult ſoon call 
© out for Aſſiſtance Brea preſently perceive the Shortneſs 
of your Underſtanding, which might ſerve you as a 
© a Check, that our Views ought to be bounded by 
Things that encompaſs us in the Earth: Here we can 
© attain a full comprehenſive Knowledge of whatever 
* we ſtand in need * to render Life more commodious, 
and Mankind more uſeful to one another. Theſe Stu- 
* dies I conccive to be the proper Employments for our 
Minds; and now, Philanger, let me entreat you to 
moderate thoſe extravagant Sallies; believe me, that 
© the eſtabliſh'd Creed of a Country ought never to be 
* inveigh'd againſt ; it is a Species of Rebellion not to 
* acquieſce in what is authoriz'd by the Sanction of the 
Laws; to declare againſt the Religion of your Coun- 
* try, is the poor Reſource of the Abandon'd, and thoſe 
* who are thrown out from the Fellowſhip of Men. I 
© would _ to you, whether you would not efteem it 
* mean and ungenerous, if you were preſent at the Cere- 
* mony of a Moſque, to ridicule and diſturb thoſs People 
bat their Devotion; if ſo, how much greater Re- 
gard are you oblig'd to ſhew to that Religion which is 
* pure and reaſonable, and what your own Mother-Coun- 
© try has receiv'd? I could be pleas'd too, if Crater would 
© remit ſomething from his Severity, and you abate of your 
Licentiouſneſs; then adding to your ſelves what the other 


* throws off, it would reduce you both to reaſonable 7 | 
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Ecce iterum Cale PIN us! _ 
TRE BRITON, December 9. 1723. 


Wedneſday, December 11. 1723. 
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1 HIS is the ſecond Time I have been indebted to 
the TRUE BRITON for a Motto; and he ſeems in 
both Inſtances to have diſcover'd a plentiful Lack of 
Knowledge, as to the Meaning of his Author. In his 
laſt Monday's Entertainment, he would perſuade us, 
that CxISYIN us was a corrupt Stateſman, who amaſs'd 
together prodigious Wealth by plundering his Country 
when, in reality, he was nothing more than an aban- 
don'd, lewd, luxurious — one who was guilty 
of every Wickedneſs, without the leaſt Pretence to any 
kind of Virtue, to alleviate or varniſh over his Vices; a 
Man of no manner of Conſequence in the State, nor re- 
markable for any thing but Licentiouſnefs, and his ac- 
companying a lewd Emperor in his Debauches. This is 
the Character given of him by JuvkN AT, and ſome 
other People of tolerable Senſe for the Times they liv'd 
in; not that I would quote their Opinions as preferable 
to the conſummate — of the ingenious Author of 
the Tx us BRITTON, or oc his learned Correſpondent 
from Trinity- College in Cambriage: They think and 
write in a manner entirely different; no one can charge 
them with pilfering from the old unfaſkionabie Greeks 
or Romans; nay, their very Enemies will clear them 
from this Imputation, and allow them the Merit of be- 


ing truly Originals. 5 
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But a Fatality ſeems to attend theſe Journeymen of 
Slavery, that they ſeldom produce a vicious Character 
from e but it unfortunately reflects upon their 
old Patron and illuſtrious Benefattor. Would any Friend 
or Well-wiſher to the gallant Horst ur, have brought 
the Character of CR ISYIN us upon the publick Stage! 
but ſince the Character is introduc'd, we muſt examine 
it a little, and ſee to whom it belongs. 

Cx is IN us had broke his Conſtitution through a long 
Courſe of Intemperance; but, feeble as he was, his 
Inclinations for Lewdneſs ſurviv'd his Abilities, rich 
Soups, high-ſcaſon'd Ragouſts, and all manner of Pro- 
vocatives, muſt be ſought after to remedy this Misfor- 


tune, and to make up for the Deficiencies of Nature. 


Is there no Similitude (my dear TRUE BRITON) be- 
tween this debilitated Roman, and a moſt IIluſtrious of 
your Acquaintance ? 

" Criseinvs enter'd into a firict Acquaintance with a 
certain Reman Knight; and that he might fully diſ- 
charge the Duties of a Friend, the firſt Opportunity he 
had, he debauch'd his Wife : But Adultery with him 
was a venial Crime, a Sin in which he gloried, and would 
frequently boaſt how many Families he had made un- 
happy; br his Villanies were not circumſcrib'd or li- 
mited, the Veſtals themſelves could not be ſecure from 
his Violences, though it was Death by the Roman Law 
to attempt their Honour : However, in this lewd Part 
of his Character, the ancient CRISHIN us muſt ſubmit 
to the modern in one Particular; the Roman had no 
Taſte for ſuperannuated Matrons ; whereas the TRUE 
BRI TON has often valued himſelf upon account of a Fa- 
vour he once receiv'd from an hd toothleſs Almſ- 
woman. | 
As to their luxurious Way of Living and Extrava- 
gancies, it would be difficult to determine the Prehemi- 
nence; Cx 18 IN us, tis true, once gave a hundred and fiſty 
Pounds Sterling for a delicate Fiſh ; Horse ux would 
have done the ſame, could he have met with a Rarity 
that bore the like Price. CR ISIN us, indeed, enjoy'd 
one Advantage which our Hero earneſtly covets; a 


DomirziAan was upon the Throne to ſupport him in his 


Extraya- 


Ni: The BRITON: BY 


5 Extravagancies and Profuſeneſs; a Misfortune ( thank 


Heaven! ) we are tree from. | 3 N 
The diſorderly Pranks they play d were much of the 
ſame kind; they got drunk, frequented Bawdy-Houſes, 
ſcower'd the Watch, abuſed the Conſtable, broke Win- 
dows, and lay in the Round-houſe. They diſcover'd 
the ſame honeſt Diſpoſitions with regard to their Credi- 
tors; for whenever a Tradeſman demanded a legal 
Debt of CRIS IN us, he conſtantly paid them with, 
Do your worſt, you Dag, I inſiſt upon my Privilege. 
heir Capacities likewiſe were exactly of a Size 
CRISYSIN us bad a conſummate Aſſurance, and was ne- 
ver aſham'd to utter whatever came uppermoſt; by this 
Method he acquired the Reputation of a good Speaker, 
with all the inconſiderate idle young Fellows of Rome? 
but Perſons of Reflection diſcover'd the Cheat, and 
knew him to be nothing more than a rattle-brain'd im- 
or Pretender to Wit, without either Judgment or 
apacity. | 
het is one Circumſtance which alleviates the Vile- 
neſs of Criseinvs's Behaviour; he was born a Slave, 
and his brutiſh Actions could caſt no Reflections upon 
his Anceitors ; and the Suppoſition is very natural, that 


a Creature born and bred up to Bondage, ſhould be an 


Advocate for Slavery: Horsp ux has not this Plea' to 
make uſe of; he is defcended not only from a noble 
Family, but from an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Pa- 
triots, all Advocates for Freedom, and ſtrenuous AC 
ſerters of the Cauſe of Liberty. What a Figure muſt a 
Deſcendant from ſuch illuſtrious Predeceſſors make in 
the Eyes of all confiderate Men, pleading for Arbitra 
Power, diſturbing, as much as in Bin lies, the beſt Ad. 
miniſtration we were ever bleſs'd with; and abuſing, by 
a mean Irony, a King, from whom he has receivd the 
higheſt Obligations. The moſt charitable ConftruQion 
we can put upon ſuch Behaviour is, to conclude the Per- 
{on who behaves himſelf fo, to be ſtark mad. 
Now I have done with the Maſter-Drudge, I ſhall 
confider a little the Writings of his Underlings. Who 
this FERDINAND® is, I agree with the TRUE Briton, 
it is impoſſible to determine; I ſhould have ſuſpected 
he had deſign'd him as a Picture of the Prime Miniſter 
2 | at 
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at Alhano; but I am too well acquainted with the Love 
and Eſteem this Scribbler bears to that polite Court, to 
ſuſpect him of ridiculing either their Meaſures or their 
Miniſters : But whoever he is, it muſt be acknowledg'd 
he has an excellent Talent at Speechifying. That the 
Firſt Miniſter of the Court of Spain, ſhould tell the 
People that he az length diſtovers that he knows nothin 
of the Matter, is ſomewhat ſurprizing, and it is at lea 
a Confeſſion not very frequent among Politicians ; and I 
am apt to believe, if he had defign'd to bubble the Peo- 
ple out of AMillious, for this important Diſcovery, he 
would neyertheleſs, in common Prudence, have kept the 
Secret to himſelf. But let him be who he will, no Na- 
tion has any Reaſon to be jealous of his great Sagacity, 
or to fear the Loſs of their Liberties from the deep- 
_ concerted Schemes of ſo accompliſh'd a MaTcniaver. 

I find, Count Carxros is become a Top-Favourite 
with this Writer; but his chief Merit ſeems to conſiſt in 
the great Affection he bore towards the Biſhop of 
Tor ros A, whom, by the By, I take to have been a very 
haughty,ambitious, turbulent Prelate, and not very unlike 
Father Francis: If fo, I muſt own I cannot blame 
FER DIN AN po for rejoicing at his getting rid of him. 

That excellent well-penn'd Speech, copy'd from 
St. AnTrony's Oration to the Fiſhes, is likewiſe an - 
Original in its kind, both for Thought and Expreſſion; 
and People fifty Miles diſtant from London, will, no 
doubt, be ſurpriz'd to find there ever was a Stateſman, 
bleſs'd with ſo great Abilities as Ferdinando is there 
repreſented to have been Maſter of. But I think the 
Author ſhould have advertiſed for the Benefit of his un- 
learned Readers, that he talks there by way of Alle- 

ory 3 or a Perſon who is not converſant with this 

Writers Syſtem of Rhetorick, might, with Reaſon, 
have taken it for a genuine Oration, deliver'd upon 
ſome particular Occaſion, by the ingenious Mr. Penketh- 
man, to his dancing Animals. 1H 14>) 

Before I conclude this Paper, I will give one Piece of 
friendly Advice to my Antagoniſt. 
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| To the TR ux Bxz1TON. 
Bs = EEC 

H you have any Regard for your Safety or Sub- 
ſiſtence, burn your Spaniſh Manuſcript, and ſtick to 


HowWELL. 
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HEN EVER as Scribler is out of humour with 
the Adminiſtration, or has a mind to libel his 
Superiors, he naturally ranſacks Antiquity for a Lift of 
Patriots, and thinks by diſcovering the No-Reſemblance 
between the Conduct of an Antient and a Modern Mi- 
niſter, he ſufficiently expoſes the latter; and quotes the 
Actions of CvuaTivs, Baur us, and CI cERO, as Paſ- 
quinades upon the preſent Rulers ; when in Reality it 
would be Madneſs or Folly, to think of 1 the 
Policy of a People, who liv'd.in an Age entirely differ- 
ing 4 Ours, in their Cuſtoms, Manners, and Reli- 
ion. I | 
The ſtern unſociable Temper of the elder BzxvuTvs, 
might have been deſtructi ve to the Liberties of a ci- 
viliz'd People, where Freedom had been long eſta- 
bliſh'd ; although it was neceflary to confirm a new Sort 
of Government, and to deter ochers from attempting 
the Reſtoration of Tyranny. ' wg 
„„ — 3 Cux- 
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Corrivs, at this Time of Day, might poſſibly ac- 


quire the Reputation of a Patriot in a Catholic Conntry ; - 


but his Publick Spirit would appear mere Oui voti ſin to a 
Proteſtant People, who are uſed to credit their Senſes, and 
who would ſcarcely believe his plunging himſelf into a 
Gulph, Horſe and all, could be any powerful Antidote 
againſt the Infection of a Peſtilence. ET 

The Genius, the Diſpoſitions of a People, muſt be 


conſulted, in order to govern them ſucceſsfully ; and it 


would be as ridiculous to think of governing a British 
People by a Syſtem of Roman Laws, as it would be im- 

as. in us to quitour Artillery and Bayonets, for the 
44846 Armour and Javelins of the Romans, in expecta- 
tion, that uſing the ſame Arms, muit entitle us to the 
ſame Succeſſes, which attended C SAR who made 
Uſe of them. | 

Every Nation has different Views, different Intereſts, 
and different Patriots: It is of no Conſequence whether 
they reſemble one another ; they have an equal Pretence 
to the Character of Patriotiſm, if they uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to benefit their reſpective Communities. 

Self. Murder was a great Mark of Patriotiſm among 
the Romans, the Deaths of Caro and Brvrvs have 
aftorded a Subject for Panegyrick to the Poets and Ora- 
tors of old: We Britons think a Man can never be ſer- 
viccable to his Country, by throwing away a Lite, which, 
if preſerv'd, might have greatly contributed to its Wel- 
fare. 

In ſhort, if we conſider the true Genius of the Ro- 
aan People, they had no Notion of a Man's being truly 
great, and beneficial to his Country, unleſs he had en- 
larg'd their Dominions, or gain'd ſome confiderable Ad- 
vantage over their Enemies by War. They were igno- 
rant, and at that Time incapable of rendering them- 


ſelves powerful by Commerce; and conſequently, their 


Virtues muit be of a different Sort, from thoſe which 
are peculiar to a Mercantile Trading People: Their 


Laws, their publick Encouragements, their Places of 


Honour and Profit, were all framed to advance the Spi- 
rit of the Soldiery, and to confer Grandeur and Applauſe 
upon the moiſt valiant. The Soldiers were rewarded 
with the higheſt Dignities while alive, Triumphs, Ova- 


tions, 


e 
4 
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tions, and Statues, were the certain Conſequences of a 
ſucceſsful Campaign; and after they had enjoy'd the 
higheſt Felicities Mankind is capable of enjoying on 
Earth, they were tranſlated to the Skies, and upon their 
Deaths were enroll'd with the Gods, and ſacrific'd to as 
new Divinities, in conſideration of the great Atchieve- 
ments they had perform'd in War. Tu Lx is, I believe, 
the my Inſtance among the Romans, of one who rais'd 

himſelf to the moſt confiderable Offices in the State, 
that had never eminently fignaliz'd himſelf in the Mili- 
tary Way. | 
This Way of proceeding was, no doubt, right Policy, 
upon two r aver mm firſt, the Roman State con- 
ited originally of a very ſmall Tract of Land, fituated 

on the Continent. As it was an Aſylum tor all Crimi- 

nals, their Numbers grew too large for the Country 

they poſſeſſed: This put them upon plundering and ra- 
vaging their Neighbours : Succeſs attended their Inroads 

and Ravagements. As they grew more conſiderable, 

the Number of their Forces was augmented, and they 
judg'd it more for their Intereſt to employ this Army of 
Ruffians in Wars abroad, than to ſuffer them to remain 

in Idleneſs at home, where they might have prov'd 

dangerous as well as chargeable to the Commonwealth. 

Secondly, As they were Strangers to Commerce, War 

was the only Means they had of enriching themſelves; 
the Spoils of other Nations ſupply'd their Want of Trade, 
and they gratify'd their Officers, by allotting them a 

conquer'd Province to deſpoil and plunder, 

On the other hand, the Eugliſh Conſtitution ſubſiſts 
entirely upon a different Policy; for by reaſon of our 
Situation, we are the belt form'd to be a trading Nation 
of any in the World, enjoying a rich and fertile Coun- 
try, encompaſs'd by the Sea, and ſtor'd with various 
Commodities and Manufactures, that are wanted by 
other Nations. > es | 
From hence it is evident, that whoever is greatly in- 
ſtrumental in obtaining new Laws or Encouragements 
to promote and enlarge our 'Trade, and make our Peo- 
ple induſtrious, diſcovers that Species of Publick Spirit, 
which is chiefly laudable in an Zrngliſhman. IM 


Ga The 
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lar Happineſs to maintain a much ſmaller Number of 
Soldiers, than any one Prince in Europe, and yet, per- 
_ no one Prince is ſo much infeſted with inteſtine 
roils. TR | E 
Now let me beg Leave to demonſtrate to thoſe very | 
old Exgliſb Gentlemen, who are wonderfully defirous | 
of putting us upon the old Syſtem again z who ſay, that 
ſtanding Armies in an Iſland are altogether needleſs, that 
occaſional Soldiers, Men who held their Eftates by the 
a Tenure of fighting when their King ſtood in need of 
18 them, were the beſt ſtanding Army tor this Country. 
1 In the firſt Place, theſe Rover Politicians make no 
| Allowance for the Difference of Times; the Armies 
of other Countries in former Ages, were as rude and un- 
diſciplin'd as ours. | | 
' Secondly, it is impoſſible, that Men thus divided, 
and trained up in the Art of War by themſelves, ſhould, 
at this Time of Day, be either ſo formidable, or expert 
at their Buſineſs, as thoſe Troops who are in conſtant 
Exerciſe in aſſembled Bodies, and have their reſpective 
Officers to ſuperviſe and inſtru them. 
As we are Iſlanders, it would be ridiculous in us to 
maintain large Armies, with a View to conquer other 
Kingdoms, or in Hopes to enlarge our Dominiors ; for 
every foreign Acquiſition is detrimental, or at beſt 
chargeable toa trading People : and it would be equally 
ert to leave our ſolves ſo very defenceleſs, that, 
in Caſe of an Invaſion, we muſt be oblig'd to depend 
_ the County Militia againſt a Number of regular 
Orces. S 
I hope by conſidering after this Manner the different 
Policies of antient Rom and Great-Britain, the Read- 
er is convinc'd, that a Roman Patriot would appear in 
this Iſland no better than an Z#rg/ifþ Madman; and we 
ſhould conceive a very mean Opinion of that Prime 
Miniſter's Underſtanding, who ſhould leap into a Coal- 
Pit for the Service of his Country. So 7 


i | | 

419 The Neighbour Kingdoms that ſurround us, are as 

Wh f mm” powerful by Land as we are, keep great ſtanding Ar- | 
in mies, as knowing in the Art of War, (a Circumſtance ; 
ww very different from the Roman State of Affairs) which | 
8 obliges us to keep 'Troops in pay ; though it is our pecu- 


— — — — — 
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The Patriot valuable to an Engliſhman, is he who 
ſecures our 'Trade by making ſtrong and uſeful Alli- 
ances, enlarges our Commerce, defeats Conſpiracies, 
and takes Care that the Commonwealth incurs no Detri- 
ment. It requires, indeed, great Abilities to diſcharge 
theſe Duties, and more nn 16. in a free flouriſhing 
Country; every Neighbour beholds her Felicity with 
an envious Eye, and is cautious how he grants her any 
Terms which may render her more powerful. 

But an Eugliſb Miniſter is not to think it ſufficient if 
he guards againſt the Defigns of foreign Enemies; he 
is to conſider, his very Virtues will render him ob- 
noxious to his own Countrymen ; he muſt be content to 
fatigue himſelf for the Benefit of a People, and be re- 
proach'd by that very People, as if he were playing 
the Part of a Betrayer. 

A Patriot muſt likewiſe be Maſter of great Abilities, 
to be able to ſerve a free People; they are — 
jealous of their Liberties, and ſo apprehenſive of Power 
lodg'd in any Hands but their own, that they muſt be 
very ſenſible of his Integrity and Capacity, before they 
will venture to entruſt him, even with the Means of bei 
ſerviceable to themſelves : Nor are Wiſdom and Pe- 
netration alone ſufficient ; in vain are the beſt Deſigns 
concerted and ſettled in the Imagination, if the Faculty 
of communicating theſe Deſigns is wanting; Juſtneſs in 
ſpeaking enforces Conviction, and the clear Stating an 

gument often wins over the moſt violent Oppoſer : In 
ſhort, Reſolution and Integrity, Judgment and Elocu- 
tion, form a Britiſþ Patriot; Auſterity, Moroſeneſs, 
and Vain glory, will furniſh out an elder BAur us, or 
CR TIUsö. | 
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Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere Malorum. Lucret. 


—_— 


Wedneſday, December 25. 1723. 


Q 


1 is a true Catholic Virtue; every 
Liege-Man to his Holineſs, enjoys one Privilege 
more than the Hererodox Part of Mankind; Mental 
Reſervation is an Indulgencè granted to all true Sons of 
the Church, from the Metropolitan of Rome; with a 
1 Injunction to uſe it upon all, and every Occa- 

on, but more eſpecially if they ſhould happen to reſide 
in a Proteſtant Heretical Country. OR 

This Power is granted to their Miſſionaries generally, 
and without any Limitation or Circumſcription n 
ever; it is not ſufficient to deceive by a ſeeming Acqui- 
eſcence in Converſation, by a falſe Appearance of Sanc- 
tity and Religion: Oaths, the Protection, and Safeguard 
of Mankind againſt Deceivers, are diſpenſed with, by 
this Pontifical Indulgence. 7 Ih 

If this Jeſitical Policy ſhould prevail in the World, 
the Conſequences are very viſible ; what Prince can be 
ſecure of the Allegiance of his Subjects, or what Sub- 
ject of his Property ? The moſt harden'd Villains have, 
in all Ages, both under the Heathen and Chriſtian 
Diſpenſations, ſhewn the greateſt Regard to this moſt 
ſolemn Appeal to a ſupreme Being: Superſtition and 
Bigotry, were the firſt Sanctifiers of Perjury z and as 
the beſt Inſtitutions are liable to the greateſt Abuſes, 
this monſtrous Impiety is uſher'd into the World under 


the Colour and Sanction of Religion, and God himſelf is 


con ſti- 
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conſtituted the Patron of Prophanation : For, it is laid 
down as a ſelf-evident Propoſition, that Oaths are to be 


taken in the Senſe of the Receivers, without any Re- 


gard to the Intention of the [zpoſers. „ 
Another fundamental Doctrine, is, That Oaths, which 
the Receiver judges unlawful, may be taken to avoid 
the Penalties which are annexed to the Refuſal; but 
the Perſon incurs Damnation, who preſerves and keeps 
inviolable, the Promiſe he made to God and Man in the 


molt ſolemn Manner. Theſe are the Articles of Faith 


which compoſe the Creed of an Orthodox Papiſt. 

Moſt of the Rebellions, 'Treaſons, and Aſſaſſinations 
that have been committed ſince the earlieſt. Times of 
Chriſtianity, may be imputed to this diſpenſing Power. 
The Gates of Paradiſe ſtand open for the Aſſaſſine to 
enter, and the Succeſſor of PETER abſolves him from 
the Sin of Murder. | | 


Theſe Principles of Policy, may ſeem well adapted 


to ſupport the Power and Grandeur of the Romifh 
Church, to enable her to hin rhe Kings of the Earth iu 
Chains, and her Nobles in Links of Iron: But what can 
account for this Way of Thinking, in a People who call 
themſelves ag cg who acknowledge no T-fallible 
Guide, and who have no ſeeming Protection againſt the 
Juſt Wrath of God, and thoſe Judgments wherewith he 
has threatned Falſe. Swearers. 

But I am told, it is a received Maxim with all 


TRUE BRITORs, that Political Oaths are barely Mat- 


ters of Form ; that it is requiſite, indeed, to ſwear, in 


order to avoid double Taxes, (which, in all probability, 


would impoveriſh the Loyal Party, and conſequently 
leflen the Revenue of his Majeſty at Albano) but as the 


Oath is impoſed, there is no manner of Regard or Ob- 


ſervance to be paid to it; that it is no ways binding, 
and that your Word of Honour given upon a common Oc- 
cafion, ought to be more reſpected. 

If one was to confider what theſe Gentlemen propoſe, 
by juggling and playing Tricks with their Conſciences 
after this manner, it would amaze the meaneſt Capacity ; 
and, I believe, if they themſelves could behold the Gro- 
teſque Figure they make, they would be aſhamed of their 
own Picture. IV ſee a Proteſtant fighting for es a 

0 . c | ree- 
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Free-horn Engliſhman combating for Slavery, a Perſon 
allow'd the full Uſe of his Senſes, pleading for a blind 
Submiſſion of his Underſtanding to the Will of another 
would make a more ridiculous Piece, than ever Old 
HzMSEiRxKx dreamt of. | | 
But, as Mankind improves in Ingenuity every day, 
the Nonjurors of theſe Times ſeem to have hit upon an 
— rn to prevent the Regiſtring their Eſtates, per- 
fectly new, and which effectually prevents any — 
which might ariſe from a ſqueamiſh Conſcience : if they 
can be free from taking the Oaths, and avoid double 
Taxes, the Point is carried; to effect this, I am inform'd 
the following Method is made uſe of. | 
A Gentleman of publick Spirit, no Fortune, and 
great Intrepidity, can take the Oaths for half his Ac- 
uaintance, by going to the ſeveral Courts, and ſub- 
ribing by a fictitious Name. By this means, ſeveral 
of the moſt eminent Nonjurors may ſave the regiſtering 
their Eſtates, being ſuppos'd to have comply'd with the 
Law; when, in reality, they have ſwore only by 
Proxy; and the Government is no otherways ſecur'd of 
their Allegiance, than upon the Ward and Honour of a 
Knight of the Poſt. This, I think, is the moſt bare- 
tac'd Impudence, and the higheſt Indignity offer'd both 
to God and Man, that was ever yet put in Practice. I 
receiv'd the following Letter from an unknown Hand 
upon this Subject, which I ſhall- give my Reader in its 
natiye Eloquence. OY | 
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AS I was making my way through the Crowd in 
Weſtminſter-Hall, in order to take the Oaths enjoin'd 
us by a late Act of Parliament, I found the following 
Paper, which I beg you will publiſh, . 


Durs, &c. 
| Incognito. 


PSs. You may depend upon its being genuine, ac 
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| To Maiſoter Tavz BAITS. 


8 I know don art a Ranch Friend to our Cauſe, I vi 
1 tell you a braave Story, Foy. Here is 4e Matter 
now! home of my Acquaintanſy were in greaat Tribu- 
laation about diſb ſaame Act of Parlament, dat iſp laid 
upon dere Conſbiences Faith! But now to let you fee, 
Has, dat Neceyſhity is de Muder of ſuvanſbon, I vill. 
tell you how I did hae N of our Friends from 
downright Parjuration, for all dey have taaken de 
Oateſn, and upon ſoul dey have not taken dem neider. 
Vel now, you vil 2aake Stare upon dat? Arra, Ho- 
ney, here is e Caaſe, Devil a Shoul of dem waſh upon 
ae ſbeſbons in Parſon z but faith I did put all 4er 
Naames upon my noum ſhelf ; and ſo one after anoder 1 
did taake em ten timeſb over altogether, at all de 
ſowaaring DA there was in and about London, and 
Devil a once did I zaake dem for my nown fpelfs all de 
while, Joy. Now dear Honey, Munny is a little Kaarſb, 
and if Jow 2w0uldſt be ſo graateful as to deſeer our Marſp- 
rer upon de toder ſpite of de Vaater, to ſend me a Patent 
for dis ſhaame new pj 19, dat no Bodys but my 
elf ſhould raake ſawaar for his Friends upon Occaſbon, 
I vill be ſho kind as to ſhwaar 2 for dee for 

. 


 eoting : ſho diſh is all at preſpant 
Dear Honey, 
Your true Friend, 
and Sharvant, 
Parzricx Mac-OArx. 


I muſt own I never doubted of the Good-will which 
the Family of the Mac-Oaras bore to the Pretender; 
but let Mac ſay what he will, this Invansmon (as he 
calls it) could never be his own, this was the Product of 
a more refin'd Genius; and I'll venture Odds, the 
original Author of it is, at preſent, either Abroad be- 
yond Sea, or in the North of England. L 2 "OY 
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Qui que, ſui memo res, alios fecere merenado. Virg. 


3 


Wedneſday, January . . 


1 


—B — 


H E Acquifition of Power, is what moſt People 

1 look upon as the chief Good; and it is comply 
ſought after by Men of all Conditions, from the Prime 
Miniſter down to the Petty Conſtable, Authority is co- 
veted by all, becauſe it gives them a Superiority over 
Perſons of their own Rank, and hides (as they imagine) 
their Imperfections from the World. I have known an 
ignorant Conntry-Eſquire make great Intereſt to get in- 
to the Commiſſion of the Peace, that his Neighbours 
might entertain a good Opinion of his Underſtanding ; 
and a young Fellow of a timorous Diſpoſition, buy into 
the Army, to conceal his want of Courage. 

But it were endleſs to enquire into the different Mo- 
tives, which induce Men to purſue this imaginary Bene- 
fit with ſo great Intenſeneſs ; fince every Man, in all 

robability, proceeds upon a different Conſideration. 
. Titles, Grandeur, and Popularity, have, no 
doubt, their Followers and Admirers, and ſeveral affect 
Power and high Offices with no other view, than to en- 
large their Tables and Fquipages, and to increaſe their 
Number of Dependants. "Theſe, I allow, are mean 
and trifling Inducements ; but until we are bleſt with a 
Nation of Rzght Thinkers, theſe Trifles will have their 
prevailing Charms, and be confider'd by many, as Things 
really and ſubſtantially valuable. HU "OLI IE 7:5 | 


But 
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But I believe, whoever conſiders the Matter ſeriouſly, 
and reflects upon the Dangers, a” and Fa- 


tigues which muſt be undergone before we can attain to 
the Degree of Power we propoſe, will be convinced that 
there are two Conſiderations only, that can engage a wiſe 
Man in the Purſuit : Which are, the Power 015 


Theſe are, indeed, Praiſe-worthy and Humane Conſide- 
rations; and far be Envy or III-will, from the Patriot 
who affects Power, for ſuch great and beneficent Ends. 
The Deſire of ſerving our Country, is certainly the 
moſt laudable and glorious Ambition, which can pofleſs 
the Heart of Man; all other Views appear little, when 
compar'd with this ; and all Rewards, are inferior to the 
Merit of the Perſon, who acts upon this Principle. 

In this Ifland, indeed, a Notion has prevail'd, that 
Riches and Integrity in a Miniſter are incompatible ; as 
if Merit had no Title to Rewards, or that, in order to 
deſerve the Reputation of a Patriot, a Man muſt run 
out his private Fortune, and beggar his Family for the 
Service of his Coun 

It was never objected to the Roman Stateſman how 
great Wealth he poſſeſs' d, nor were the Number of his 
Country-Seats imputed to him for a Crime. The Se- 
nate return'd him publick Thanks for the Pains he had 
taken in defeating CaTILINE's Conſpiracy, and honour'd 
him with the glorious Title of Father of his Country, 
for the Services he did the Commonwealth. And it is 


both prudent and neceſſary in every State, to diſtinguiſh - 


thoſe in a particular manner, who, by their prudent 
Counſels, have protected the Community. It is a Point 
of Gratitude which ought to be diſcharg'd ; for ſurely 
publick Bodies, as well as private Perſons, ought to re- 
pay the Obligations they have receiv'd, and acknow- 
ledge with Thankfulneſs the Debt they owe to their 
Preſerver. | | | 
Moreover, it is not only juſt and equitable, but right 
Policy in every Community, to act in this manner; for 
who will be found to ſerve and aſſiſt them in the Times 
of Danger, it Obloquy and Reproach muſt be the Re- 
wards of Merit? And Suſpicions and Jealouſies the Con- 
ſequences of great and worthy Actions? A Conſciouſ- 


neſs 


ſerving - 
, our Country, and the Power of benefiting our Friends. 
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neſs of Virtue and Integrity, is, no doubt, a great and 
valuable Happineſs 3 but People will be content to excel 
in private Lite, when they find their Reputation called 
in queſtion, and their good Name taken away, for diſ- 
charging faithfully the Duties of a publick Character. 
Knight Errantry is grown unfaſhionable, and ſew Peo- 
ple, at this time of Day, look upon fine Words as a 
valuable Confideration for real Services. 

The Perſon who employs his Power for the Service 
of his "were? £ muſt be, as I obſerv'd before, the 
ſhining Character in all Governments ; he is the Hero, 
and ſtands confeſs'd the Bulwark of Society: But as 
ſmall Objects, wherewith we are daily converſant, af. 
fe us more ſenſibly than thoſe wonderful Works of 
Nature which are plac'd at a diſtance from us, and, 
—_— not ſubje to a ſtrict Examination; is 
Miniſters,who act in a Sphere remote from our Obſerva- 
tions, can never appear to us in ſo amiable a Light, as the 
Friend who is always endeavouring to oblige us by good 
Offices. The Benefit which a Community receives — 
a prudent Adminiſtration, is unknown to the Generality 

Mankind, every one muſt be ſenfible of the Fa- 
vours which are conferr'd upon him ; ſo that one may 
ſafely affirm, the publick-ſpirited Man is the more he. 
roick, the Friend is the more popular Character. 

Beſides, we may reaſonably conclude, that he who 
diſcovers the greateſt Concern and Affection for his 
Friends, will make it his Study to benefit Mankind. It 
is ridiculous to imagine, that a Man void of Affection to 
his Intimates, ſhould give himſelf any Uneaſineſs about 
the Welfare of People who are Strangers to him. An 
univerſal and general Love to Mankind, is nothing but 
an enlarg'd Friendſhip ; we habituate ourſelves by de- 

ees to entertain this extenſive Good-will, from con- 

dering ourſelves as Members of one Community, as 
Friends, and as Relations. 

This Confideration alone is ſufficient to endear the 
friendly Man to every honeſt Heart, and true Lover of 
his Country: But, alas! this Nobility of Diſpofition is 
now become the Subject of Re ane | HoR TENSE us, 
by his great Abilities, has raiſed himſelf to the higheſt 
Dignities ; but then tis viſible how groſly he m—_— the 
3 Power 
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Power truſted in his Hands. He has wickedly provided 
ſor his Friends, and choſe rather to promote them to 
Employments he knew they were qualify'd to diſcharge, 
than truſt them in the hands of Strangers, of whoſe 
Abilities he was entirely ignorant. This is an unpardona- 
ble Crime in Hos TENs1vs; and will be objected as a 
Crime to every Miniſter by the diſcontented Party in all 
ſucceeding Ages. 

What fort of a Miniſter would pleaſe theſe unſociable 
Creatures, is difficult to determine: Let us ſuppoſe 2” 

Man after their own hearts at the Head of Affairs, diſ- 

aſſionate, inflexible, and entirely free from Prejudices : 
if he accidentally ſerves his Country, it is merely upon 
his own Account, and for his own Intereſt : He can never 
think himſelf under any Obligation to hazard his Life 
or Fortune, for the Service of a People who are indiffe- 
rent to him. How can the Safety or the Danger of the 
Publick affect TI MON? Friends he has none, at leaſt, 
that he thinks worth ſaving : And it will be difficult to 
perſuade a reaſonable Man, that he who profeſſes to 
have no Regard for any one in particular, ſhould have a 
vaſt Love and Concern for the Species in general. The 
Truth of the Matter is, this is a fine and ſpacious Field 
for Declamation : Publick-Spirit, Diſintereſtedneſs, and 
Patriotiſm, are neceſſary cant Words, that ſound well, 
and ſerve rarely to tickle the Ears of an unthinking 
Populace, who are 3 to believe, that this fins 
pidure repreſents ſomet „ ee exiſts, when in re- 
ality they are worſhipping a Phantom. 


„ 1 Ne XXIII. 
The BRITON. 


— Ridentem Aicere verum 
Lud vetat ? 


PR" 


Medueſdday, January 8. 1724. 


M Y Lord Shaftsbury, in ſome of his Writings, 
has laid it down as a Maxim, that whatſoever is 
really juſt and good in its own nature, can never be a 
proper Subject for Ridicule ; and defies your Laughers, 
with all their Wit and Humour, to make Morality, or 
common Honeſty, appear- ridiculous. Now, according 
to this Doctrine, whoever betrays any Uneafineſs at the 
Raillery which is levell'd at him, owns there is a real 
Fourdation for the Ridicule, and diſcovers he has ſome 
rotten Part, which will not bear the Touch. 

J am inform'd the whole Generation of the Macs are 
in great Wrath, and threaten furiouſly upon account of 
the Letter I lately publiſh'd from my worthy Correſpon- 
dent Incognito; and feem to think, he oughr to be 
put to death for the Diſcovery he has made: But let 
them be never ſo angry, or inquiſitive, it is to no man- 
ner of purpoſe, for they will neither diſcover Incognito, 
nor terrifſy the BRITON. I indeed, at one time, was 
terrify'd with the Numbers that threaten'd me, and de- 
fion'd to have petition'd the Government for a Serjeant 
and twelve Men, by way of Garde de Corps; but I have 
fince thought of an Expedient, which will ſave the Go- 
vernment that Trouble, and as effectually ſecure our Per- 
ſon. Mr. James Fieg, from Thame in Oxfordſbire, has pro- 
miſled me his Protection againſt the whole Fraternity 
of the Long-Swerds; and has aſſur d me farther, 1 
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he will attend upon me, in all Places, and at a!l Hours of 
Danger, ready arm'd, with his broad Sword by his Side, 
and his Quarter-ſtaffin hand. I therefore, by theſe Pre- 
ſents, forewarn all Perſons whatſoever from threatning, or 
challenging the Bz1Ton, under Pain of Amputation; 
for I fight no Man my ſelf, 'till he has firſt diſabled my 
Champion: and I believe a great Number of the Meſt- 
Country Heroes, are too well acquainted with his Abili- 
ties, to engage in ſuch an Enterprize. : 
believe my Readers will judge the Precautions 1 
have taken, to Gow been abſolutely neceſſary, when they 
ſhall have read the two following Letters, which were 
left for me with the Publiſher. 


Jo the BRITON. 


DEE yon, Sir, what do you mean by abufin 

17 honeſt Gentlemen, and Men of Fortune? I ſuſpe 

you are ſome neceſſitous Scribbler, who have neither 
Land, nor Intereſt in Land : and if you have taken the 
Oaths, it proceeded more from Oſtentation and Vanity, 
than any Obligation you were under to take them. You 
are below my Sword; but however, I ſhall condeſcend 
to chaſtize you for your Inſolence, and defire you will 
appoint your Time and Place : If you fail to do this, 
the firſt time I can meet with you in a convenient Place, 
| ſhall ſlit your Noſe, and crop your Ears, that I may 


mark you for a Raſcal. 
T am, 


 FURIOSO. 


What Furioſo means by my _— honeſt Gentle- 
men, and Men of Fortune, is ſomewhat, I own, be- 
yond my Comprehenſion: There may be a great"deal 
of Gentility, but ſarely not much Honeſty, either in 
Perjury or Forgery. I ſhould think my Circumſtances 
were likewiſe out of the queſtion; but to ſatisfy 
my terrible Correſpondent's Curiofity, I am a Free- 
holder. I would adviſe my angry Friend to keep _ 
Hours, and grow cooler; but if he muſt fight, let him 


repair to Mr. Zames Figg's, at the Sign of the City of 
| * — 2 | Oxford, 
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Oxford, in Tyburn-Road, on Friday the 1cth Inſtant, 
between the Hours of Ten and Eleven in the Morning, 
and every thing ſhall be ready and in order, to give him 
Satisfaction. | 

My other Correſpondent is a down-right Teague, and, 
as I believe, a near Relation to my Friend Patrick. 


| To the BRITON. 
Y now! what baſe poor Treland it ſelfs done to you, 
dat you ſhould be after abuſing her po Do you 
think dat no Fngliſhimens made falſe Shwaars for deir 
Friends and Relaations? Arra now, letta me tell you, 
Honey, you be a very ſcrub Fellow, and upon my Showl, 
dean Joy, I foaal be after braaking your Paate, when I 
ſhaall know who you are; and I ſpaall manke ſtrict In- 
quifiſhion after you, and hither I found you or no, I 
will aal you give Shatisfacſhion to | 


Jamzs Fitz-TALLY. 


I have enquir'd after my Friend Tally, and find this 
Gentleman of nice Honour, to be nothing more or leſs 
than a disbanded Pharaoh Captain. Mr. Figg ſays it is 
beneath his Dignity to concern himſelf with ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Antagoniſts ; and therefore has deputed Vine- 
gar, who is Proveditor-General of Cudgels for the 
inferior Claſs of Combatants at the Bear-Garden, to give 
my Meſt- Country Friend the Satisfaction he deſires. 

But as ridiculous as this Letter appears, I think there 
is one Part of it which requires a ſerious Anſwer. 
Tally charges me with making national RefleQions, 
which is ſomewhat ſo ſcandalous and mean, that every 
Gentleman would avoid the Imputation. To abuſe a 

whole People for the Villanies of a few indigent Raſcals, 

is ſomething ſo immoral, as well as ill-bred, that a Man 

of common Honeſty muſt be ſhock'd at the very Men- 
— bees 

I declare I have known ſeveral Tri Gentlemen, who 

arc Men of as {tri&t Honour and Honeſty as any Nation 

can produce. The J in general, are a brave, hardy, 

gallant People; and I believe the Generality of them, 

| are 
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are as loyal Subjects to King Gzorce, as are to be 
found in any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions. The 
noble Defence they made at Londonderry in favour of the 
Revolution, and the great Unanimity they have diſeo- 
ver'd ſince his Majel! 's Acceſſion in ſupporting the 
Proteſtant Tntereſt, muſt entitle them to the Thanks of 
every Engliſhman, who has any Regard for Liberty, or 
Value for his Country. 1 

The diſſolute abandon'd Part of every Nation find 
it difficult to live at home: Induſtry they are Strangers 
to, Credit they have none, and conſequently their Neceſſi- 
ties force them to look out for ſome Place abroad, where 
they may ſupport themſelves, and their Extravagancies, 
without Labour or Pains-taking. A great many, no 
doubt, are of my Friend Tally's Opinion, that it is a 
more comfortable Life to get four or five hundred 
Pounds a Year by Sharping, than to earn Sixpence a 
day by carrying a brown Musket. But I believe in a 
little time, when Zy/ur- has clear'd the Town of the 
few Pharaoh Gentry yet remaining, we ſhall, through 
the Care of the Magiſtracy, be freed entirely from this 
Race of Vermin. 85 | 

It is a great Argument how flouriſhing a Nation is, 
when the Bandirti of other Countries flock to it; for 
this ſort of People can't ſubſiſt in a poor Country, and I 
believe there is no Inſtance of a Highwayman's leaving 
Hounſlow, in expectation of finding a Booty in the 
Highlands. A poor People muſt apply themſelves to 
Induſtry in their own Defence: there is no Alternative, 
ay they muſt either take pains for a Subſiſtence, or 

arve. | | 

A Number of Sharpers in a Nation, is like the In- 
creaſe of the Dead in the Bills of Mortality, a melan- 
choly Comfort : the one is an Argument how rich; the 
other how populous we are grown. It is neceflary, in 
order for a State to arrive at Grandeur, that its Citizens 
ſhould apply themſelves to Induſtry and Labour ; but 
Luxury is the certain Conſequence of Power. When 
the Romans had conquer'd half the World, their Dic- 
tators no more retir'd from their Offices to the Plow ; and 


when the Lacedæmonians had made themſelves Maſters 


H 3 of 


— 


. os 
OF — 
n 


| 
+ 
4 
: 
bu 
$ 
: 
* * 
8 [4 
165 
mY i 1 
8% 
- 
-_ 

+ bl 
re 14” # 
'K "5 
1B 
: 3s 
fF 1 1 
„ 
1 
df : > 
Fs: | h 
WET 
vs 2 = 
1 

1 
5 1 
1 
+6 L 
1 
1 
SS 
e 
1 
8 
7 
Wt 
* + 
AE TL *. 
EY 1 
OY 
» 19 
2 8 | 
Wee 7 
0 
1 
8 (REN Ss 
[5 * 
© - 
9 
Ks 
ne 
£2! 4 884 
e 
4 08 
* 
1 
4 
3: +38 
I 4 
: a 
7 
1 
e 
= | 
1 
+ 532.8 
41 
F 4 Pp 
1 74608 
* 4 4 
'% 1:4: 
4 „ 
147 1 
WHEN 
Very 
9; 27 4688 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
i: 
fill 
»5} . 
e 
N. 
1 
43754 
"| 1428 
G : NY 
+ 42308 
"234 + - 
1 
4 5 ' be. 
: {1 
N 
4 1 
* 1135880 
1 
ae 
15308 
5 Wo - 
198: 
1 
3 1 
+ 108 
* 1% 
vo 
3 1.748 
. 9 
3 
4 
- = 
— 
— 
4 
+224 
4F 
1 
, 
7. 25 
1 
- 
I 78 
4 
: = 
8 , 
*; 4M 
þ <A 
0 "1 
N 
5 4 
c 1 
N 
1081 9 
3 
2 
ned : 
s. 
* 
1 
Na . 
8 
t i 


102 The BRITON. Nez, 
of Aſia, they laid aſide their black Broth for the Deli- 
cacies of the Eaſt. | | 

What can be a greater Demonſtration how rich and 
powerful a People we are at preſent, than our Subſcrip- 
tions to the Opera and Maſquerades ? We abound bo 
much in Wealth, that Taly cannot maintain an Eu- 
nuch of any Conſequence at home; and I hope Madam 
CvzzoNi will be ſo juſt at her Return, as to give 
us the Character we deſerve, of an opulent good- 
natur'd Pcople. Theſe Elegancies were unknown to 
our Foreſathers; the rough, hardy BRITONs, in 
Times of Yore, had no Notion of Muſick, unleſs 
it ſery'd to inſpire them with Courage, and was ſer- 
viceable in War. The Beaux, indeed, and Pretty 
Fellows of thoſc Days, now and then diverted them- 
ſelves with a Tune upon the Harp; but that was 
look'd upon as an Indication of Softneſs and Effemi- 
nacy. But as 1 think Operas and Maſquerades are 
reaſonable Entertainments, I ſhall give a Caution to 
the Contriver of theſe elegant Amuſements, which 
may be ſerviceable to him To-morrow Night: I am in- 
form'd, that a certain Perſon, who deſigns to appear 
at the Maſquerade, dreſs'd up like SHAKESPEAR's 
Ghoſt, has an evil Deſign againſt Mr. HziptGGER ; 
this is to adviſe him to keep out of his way, for 
he is really a very dangerous Spectre. 
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Tuterdum Vulgus rectum videt, eſt ubi peccat. Hor. 
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| [| Shall endeavour to ſhow in this Paper, that the vulgar 
> Eſtimation of the Expence that has ariſen to the Peo- 
ple of England from their taking the Oaths of Allegi- 

ance, is very abſurd, and diſtant from the Truth. _ 
Some are ſo very candid as to aſſert, that the whole 
Charges could not amount to leſs then Z Millions, 
others One, and the moſt moderate in their Conjectures, 
have ſettled it at Five hundred thouſand Pounds, as a 
very reaſonable Computation. | 
In order to ſet this Matter in a clear Light, it will be 
neceſſary to know the Number of People which Eng- 
land and Wales at preſent contain. Sir WILLIAM 
PETTY, who wrote above forty Years ago, at that Time 
computed them at S Millions; but we learn from the 
Obſervations made from the 'Town and Country Regi- 
{ters of Births and Burials, that the People of England 
in general double their Number, in about 7wwo hundred 
and ſeventy or eighty Tears, unleſs. an univerſal Sickneſs 
ſhould viſit them, which we have been free from theſe 
laſt forry Tears. Therefore we may reaſonably ſuppole, 
that the People of England have encreaſed fince Sir 
William Petty's Time in that Proportion, vig. near a 
Million: There having been likewiſe no viſible Decay of 
Trade or Husbandry, to force the Hands abroad into 
other Countries for Subſiſtance, but moſt evidently the 
contrary appearing, (eſpecially the Encreaſe of Hus- 
bandry Work is notorious to "wy one) we may then fai 7 
” | 7 
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ly compute the Number of People at preſent in Eng- 
land and Wales (not to embaraſs my Readers with the 
Niceties of Arithmetick) in round Numbers to amount 
to Seven Millions. | * nahten 2 

We have now pretty accurately aſcertain'd the Num- 
ber of Souls (as theſe Students in Mortality call them) 
exiſting in England; in the next place, let us conſider 
what Proportion of the Whole are living under the Age 
of Eighteen 5 which, according to Dr. Halley, in his 
Table of the Pills of Brefaw, amount to ſomething 
more than one Third; (Breflaw is a City in Sileſia, very 
near the ſame Latitude with London, and ſituate far 
from the Sea-Coaſt) though, to put it in the moſt fa. 
vourable Manner for our Adverſaries, we will ſuppoſe no 
more than one Third to be under the Age of E7ghteen ; 
then conſequently, out of ſeven Millions, zwwo Thirds 
only, are liable to the Expence of taking the Oarhs ; 
which in round Numbers we will call four Millions ſeven 
hundred Thouſand ; of which Number it muſt be grant- 
ed, (agreeable to the foremention'd Calculators) that 
very near one Half conſiſts of Women, vis. Zwvo ]. 
lions three hunared T houſand. 

Then to proceed according to Sir William Petty's 
Computation, no more than one Teuth of the whole 
People ſubſiſt without Labour, _ their Eſtates, Pro- 
Fefſlons, Dignities, and Offices : But there not being ſo 
many Ways for the Employment of Womankind, whe- 
ther in Husbandry, Trade, or Traffick ; we will ſup- 

oſe that one Fifth of them ſubſiſt without bodily La- 
d viz. four hundred and ſivty Thouſand ; yet not in 
ſuch a Manner as will ſubject a greater Number of them 
to take the Oaths enjoyn'd by the late Act of Parlia- 
zent; for the moſt Part of them live with their Friends, 
or upon Allowances from them, or upon ſome perſonal 
Eſtate of their own. „„ 

For, it is manifeſt from the foregoing Suppoſition, 
that the People of Eſtates, and Profeſſions, make but 
one Tenth ; that a Number not exceeding teeo hundred 
Thouſand Men can be ſuppoied to have ſuch Eſtates as 
will enable them to make Jointures, i. e. to make Wo- 
men liable to take the Oaths. But then it is objected 


to me, that many Women unmarry'd have real O_o, 
| | and 


\ 


and ſeveral who cannot maintain themſelves without 
Labour, have yet ſo much as will oblige them to take 
the Oaths; add to theſe, an Army of I/1dows. 

In order to ſolve theſe Objections, be pleas'd to oh- 
ſerve, that Sir William Petty includes People of all 
Profeſſions and Offices, who have not real Eftates, in his 
unworking Tenth of the Nation; beſides, not above 
one Third of thoſe exceeding the Age of Eighteen, 
who are * of making Jointures, are at the ſame 
Time in Wedlock: and, generally ſpeaking, the For- 
tunes cf unmarry' d Women conſiſt in ſuch Eflects as will 
not oblige the Proprietors to take the Oaths. 

Which Conſiderations, IJ believe, will compenſate for 
that Number of Women (excluſiye of the jointured) 
who poſſeſs Eftates and Qualifications which ſubject 
them to take the Oaths. So at a round Sum, I will fix 
the Number of {wearing Women, above the Age of 
Eigteen, at tuo hundred J houſand, which I am certain 
is a very large Allowance. And becauſe the tender 
Creatures ſhould not be ſuſpected of walking on foot, I 
will lump them in an Average with the neceſſa 
Charges of the Oath at n Shzllings and fix Pence per 
Head, which will amount to 7zwenty jive thouſand 
Pounas. 

I am convinc'd that I have over-rated the Expence, 
conſidering that many uſe their own Coaches, others go 
with two or three in Company in the ſame Vehicle, and 
the Country Nymphs mount their Palfreys at a very rea- 
ſonable Rate. 

Let us now return to the Male Part of the Nation, 
which, above the Years of Eighteen, conſiſts of 77wo Mil- 
| lions, four hundred Thouſand 5; and endeavour to de- 
monſtrate the Number of them, who are liable to take 
the Oaths, from their holding of Eftates. 

Agreeing to Sir William Petty, we will ſuppoſe the 
unworking Part, viz. one 7enth of the Males, who have 
compleated the Age of Eighteen, to exceed 7200 hne 
thouſand Souls; but e that a much greater Num- 
ber of Men inherit and poſſeſs Lands than of Women, 
(their Fortunes being generally bequeath'd to them in 
Money) whereas great Multitudes of Men inherit little 
Parcels of Land which are not ſufficient to maintain 

| them 
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them without Labour, conſequently we will allow the 
Number of Men liable to take the Oarhs according to 
the late Act of Parliament, to exceed the unworking 
part of the Nation 2hree fifths, or to bear the Propor- 

tion of near one fourth to the whole Body of Males 
above Eighteen Years old, vis. to amount to five Hun- 
fared thouſand Males ; which all Mankind will allow 
from the foregoing Calculations, to be a very extraordi- 
nary Allowance. | | 


* 


At the ſame Time, when they conſider, that Sir Mil- 
liam Petty eſtimated the Rents of the Lands and 
Houſes (the Perſonals of the Nation belong not to this 
Enquiry) at eight Millions; and granting, that in the 
Progreſs of forty Years they are encreas'd one fourth, 
which will make ten Millions, in the whole of ſuch 
Eſtates as ſubject Men to the late Act, which will 
make an Allotment to each Man of 7heſ? five hundred 
thouſand, but twenty Poumds per Aunum, exclufive of, 
Women and Children, who poſſeſs (as has been before. 
ſhewn) a Part of theſe ten Millions; which is a very 
moderate Diſtribution, at an Average among thoſe who 
poſſeſs Lands. l | 
However, not to appear litigious, I will ſet the Num- 
ber of ſwearing Males at five hundred thenſnnd ; which, 
at tee Shillings and fix Pence per Head, amounts to ſixty 
two thouſand five hundred Pounds: which, added to 
the foregoing Calculation 72verty foe thonſrrd Poumds, 
make in the whole erghty ſever thouſand five hnndred 
Ponnds : The total Charge of ſwearing to the People of 
England. | * FM” 
The ObjeRions that ſeem ta be rais'd up againſt me, 
are theſe : | 
There are a great Number of People who have ſub- 
icrib'd to the Oaths, that were not oblig'd to take them, 
upon account of the Eſtates they poſſeſs'd : That the 
Nation was in ſuch a Panick, that almoſt the Poor of the 
Pariſh went in Tribes to the Regiſtry. I agree, that 
no doubt, a great Number gave themſelves an unne- 
ceſſary Trouble; but then can you ſuppoſe that the 
whole Number above-mention'd, who were capable, 
ſubſcrib'd to the Oaths ? Are there not many Thouſands 
of Papiſts and Nonjurors, (ſome of them you will deem 
| | con- 
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conſcientious) and many People who had taken the 
Oaths already, and thereby apprehended it unneceſſary 
to retake them? I fancy that theſe Sort of People would 
pretty near counterballance the Number that have taken 
them needleſly. The Difference is, the one Party are 
filent, the other are enrag'd, and having ſecur'd them- 
ſelves by taking the Oaths, are in no danger of ſuffering 
from their licentious manner of Talking: Befides, as 
the People in general expreſs'd an Uneaſineſs under the 
Act, their Paſſions made them encreaſe thoſe Clamours 
which were in disfavour of the Government. | 

Another Conſideration, there is nothing we compute 
more imperſectly, than the Number of People, who 
aſſemble together in a great Hurry and Air of Buſineſs. 
Parties at Elections we always double in Imagination, 
and the Numbers of a hoſtile Army our Fears encreaſe 
marvellouſly: In the preſent Debate, Malice and ill 
Intentions to the Adminiſtration, work up an imaginary 
Phantom, till you believe it ſomewhat real. 

Another Objection I had almoſt forgot, which is, that 
ſeveral People took the Oazhs for one and the ſame 
Eftate, as Mortgagers and Mortgagees, Truſtees and the 
Perſons whoſe Eſtates are in Truſt, &c. I allow it; but 
the Number of theſe People is very inconſiderable: 
and it very rarely happens, that a Perſon's whole Eſtate 
is mortgag'd, or „ Perſon to whom you are Truſtee, 
has no other Eſtate which obliges him to take the Oaths. 

But I have made ſo very large an Allowance in my 
Computation, that they will ſwallow up all theſe Ob- 
jections; befides, many tomy own 8 paid only 
hre Pence for the Oath, without a Certificate. And in 
the whole, if any impartial Man will conſider the great 
Swarm of indigent People, of unprovided Gentlemen, 
 Lacqueys, Pimps, Sharpers, and common Whores, who 
ate an houſeleſs Crew; he will judge ſo favourably of 
my Computations, as to think I have given ample Al- 
lowance for all the People who are capable of taking 
the Oaths in Zygland and Wales. 


Tie 
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— Populus numerabilis, utpote parvus, 

Et frugi, caſtuſque, verecunduſque coibat. 

Poſtquam cæpit agros extendere Victor, & Urbent 
Latior amplecti Murus, vinoque di uro 

Placari Genius feſtis inmpune diebus; 
Acceſſit numeriſque Modiſque Licentia major. Hor. 
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Wedneſday, January 22. 1724. 


To the BRITON. 


SIR, ö 
Was a Spectator, the firſt Night, at the Repreſenta- 
tion of the laſt new Play, called Tax CAPTIVES; 
when I was Witneſs to a Ceremony, which I can never 
judge to be either beneficial to the Author, or contri- 
bute much to the Entertainment of the Town. There 
were large Quantities of Brandy diſtributed amonglt 
the Foctmen in the Boxes, and that in ſo plentiful a 
manner, that ſeveral of them were carried out of the 
Houſe dead drunk. This, it ſeems, is call'd, Chriſten- 
ing a Play; but I think it is ſuch a Chriſtening as ought 
not to be ſuffer'd in a civiliz'd Country, unleſs it were 
at the Performance of a Lacquey-Poet. I will aflure 
ou, I have no Prejudice to the Author, but heartily 
wiſh him, and every other Gentleman, who takes pains 
to divert the Town, all the Succeſs they can propoſe to 
themſelves : But I am afraid, if this Hottentot Guſtom 


prevails, it will be far from proving a Support to polite 
Writing; tor the ſame Expedient may, with greater 
Probability of Succeſs, be made uſe of to the Detri- 

ment, 
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ment, than Advantage of an Author I beg you will give 
the Town your Sentiments upon this Subject; which, I 
make no queſtion, will give general Satisfaction, and 
oblige particularly, Sir, 2 

| Your conſtant Reader, 


Jan. 18. 1724. | Un BAN Us. 


I think the Requeſt my Correſpondent URBAN uS 
makes, is ſo very reaſonable, that I ſhall make no 
Scruple of complying with it. 

Taciturnity ts the greateſt Compliment the. Gentle- 
men of the upper Region can pay to any Author; if 
they will fit quietly, without interrupting the Per- 
formance, either by their noiſy Approbations, or clamo- 
rous Diſlikes, they perform their Duty. Now, I ap- 
peal to any one, if ſtrong Liquors were ever preſcrib 
as an Antidote againſt Vociferation ? Or ever occaſion'd 
Silence, without taking away the Faculty of Speech? 
Beſides, I have one Argument to prove, that theſe Gen- 
tlemen cannot lawfully be impannell'd upon the Jury, 
much leſs are they quality'd to fit as Judges. Every 
Englifpman has a Right, by our Conſtitution, to be 
try'd per Pares; and J hope there is ſome Difference 
betwixt a Poet and a Liveryman. 

Let us next examine upon what account theſe Gen- 
tlemen are admitted into the Boxes at all; why, to 
keep Places for their Maiters and Ladies: And who can 
anſwer for them, but in their drunken Fit, they may 

_ inſult thoſe very Maſters and Ladies who maintain them? 
Or at leaſt ſome other Gentlemen and Ladies, who 
Mall have the Misfortune to fit next them? For the 
meaneſt Mortal, when in Liquor, knows no Superior. 

It is, indeed, an uncommon Piece of Gallantry, to 
entertain Ladies with the Fumes of Brandy; but I 
think (to have compleated the Politeneſs) the menial 
Gentry ſhould likewiſe have been furniſh'd with Dutch 
Pipes, and S1.v's beſt Tobacco. 

Now, I would tain know for whoſe Benefit this 
Largeſs was beſtow'd? It could give no great Entertain- 

ment to the Audience, and the Perſons treated, muſt 
neceſſarily be Sufferers, Drinking ſuch large Quanti- 
| f | ties 
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ties of coarſe Spirits, muſt, in all probability endamage 


their Health ; and they whoſe Conſtitutions were rang 


enough to weather the Debauch, were, my likely, diſ- 
charg d from their Services; and the only equitable 
Reparation their Benefactors can make them for their 


Loſſes, is, to receive this disbanded Regiment of Lac- 


queys into their own keeping. | 

But, as my Correſpondent Urbanus obſerves, ſhould 
this Bounty be diftributed with an ill-natur'd Deſign, 
what then would be the Conſequence ? What Play, tho' 
wrote with the greateſt Judgment and Propriety, can 


withſtand the Clamours of a Number of drunken Foot- 


men? Nay, it is in the power of one malicious Perſon 
to damn the beſt Theatrical Pertormance that ever ap- 
pear'd upon a Stage, at the Expence of forty Shil- 
lings. ; | 
tire home as ſoon as their Maſters and Ladies were 
ſeated, and return when the Play is done to wait of them 
home, I am certain it would render Theatrical Diver- 
ſions more polite than they are at preſent : But as they 
plead a preſcriptive Right to ice the Play, Sobriety is 
the only Means to make them behave there with that 
Decency and Good-Manners, which they owe both to 
their Maſters and the Audience. | 


To the BRITON. 
STR, 

A Great many People have taken pains to give a juſt 

Definition of Vit, and no wonder they have all 
fail'd in the Attempt 5 for the Thing is naturally im- 
poſſible. Mit is entirely Local or Temporal ; and what 
paſſes for Wit in one Place, is downright Stupidity in 
arother. The like may be ſaid of different Times and 
Ages: The Nit which paſs' d current a Century ago, is 
now out of faſhion; and poſſibly in another Century, it 
may revive and come into play again. To convince you 


of this Truth, let us examine how many Species of Mit 


there are at preſent in this Iſland. 
Mit in our Univerſities conſiſts. chiefly in Pum and 
Conumdramm; with the Generality of Country "Squires, 
in 


But, to conclude this Subject, if Footmen were to re- 
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in . Obedience and hard drinking; in Lombard. 
freet there is infinite Wit in making a ſhrewd Bargain; 
and at ¶ Hite's there is a vaſt deal of Humony in a Scptie-- 
va. About Covent-Garden, formerly, Poetry and Po- 
lite Writing paſs' d for Vit; but of late, the Juſtices 
have put the Act againſt Vagrants in execution, and 
drove them out by Beadle and Conſtablèe; and the chief 
Widt of the Place now runs upon Tothill-Fields, Clerken- 
cell, Neregate, and the Gatehouſe. I can't ſay about 
the Temple there is much TLau-Mit ſtirring; but in 
WWeſtminſter- Hail a five Guinea Fee is ſtill an excellent 
cke. The True Briton had once a great deal of Iro- 
nical Mit; but he has laid that aſide, and has of late 
been vaſtly witty in tranſcribing. In Lincoln's: Inn 
Fields Play-houſe there has been much Vit diſcover'd 
in a huge Dragon and a Winamill: And the Scene of 
the Heathen Gods and Goddeſſes, at the Theatre-Royal 
in Drury-Lane, is allow'd to be very facetious. Opera's 
and Maſquerades are univerſally acknowledg'd to be 
mighty wv:z7ty Entertainments; and Mr. Heidegger, no 
doubt, is pleas'd with the Zoke. 

There are many other Species of Vit in this Town, 
if I had leiſure at preſent to reckon them up; but the 
Collection I here ſend you, will demonſtrate, that a 
Man may as well go abqur to fix Quick: ſilver, or find 
out the Philoſopher's Stone, as to define Mit. Not to 
mention that every individual Perſon (who has any Vit 
at all) has a Wit differing from every other Perſon ; 
which I take to be the Caſe particularly of, a 


Jan. 15. Tour humble Servant, 
1723-44. | | | 
Peter Whim. 
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OETRY, in former Ages, had as many Patrons, as 
the Commonwealth had Patriots. Every worthy 
Man was deſirous to have his Actions tranſmitted to 
Poſterity, and thought Poetry the moſt certain Way to 


perpetuate his Memory. Poets, in thoſe golden Days, 


were the Companions of Princes, and admitted into the 
Fellowſhip of Kings. Virgil places them in the 
moſt delightful Part of Elyſium, conſorting with the 
departed Heroes and Worthies ; and who can accuſe 
him of Vanity for ſo doing, who remembers how ſtrict 
an Intimacy he always liv'd in with Ar guſtus ? 
The Græcians ſhew'd a greater Regard (if poſſible) 
to Poetry than the Romans. Pindar, when alle 
courted by all the Kings who were Conquerors in the 
Olympian Games, to celebrate their Victories: And af- 
ter his Death, at the Sack of Thebes, Alexander 
gave expreſs Orders to his Soldiers, that no Violence 


ſhould be offer d to any of the Family of Pindar. 


Plutarch records another Inſtance of the great Reſpect 
the Græciaus bore to Poets. After the Defeat of 
Nicias in Sicily, the Athenians were condemn'd to 
Slavery, only thoſe who could repeat any of the Verſes 
of Euripides were ſet free, and ſupply'd with Neceſſa- 
ries. Many of thoſe who were preſerv'd, upon their 
Return home, went and paid their Acknowledgments 
to Euripides, telling him, how that ſome of as 96 

; cen 
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been releas'd from their Slavery, by teaching what they 
could remember of his Poems.z and others, when ſtrag- 
ling after the Fight, had been reliev'd with Meat and 
Drink for repeating ſome of his Lines. But, ſays Plu- 
tarch, what Wonder is this? When *tis reported, that 
a Ship of Caunus flying into a Sicilian Harbour for Pro- 
teclion againſt ſome Pirates who purſued them, was not 
receiv'd, but torc'd back ; till one ask'd if they had 
any of Enripid's's Verſes, who ſaying hey had, they 
were admitted, and their Ship brought ſate into Har- 
bour. 

It will not be improper in this Place, to inſert a Paſ- 
ſage of La Fevre, in his Treatiſe upon the ancient 
Greek Poets, relating to theſe Honours paid to Eu- 
ripides. Continues he, Euripides, no doubt, was 
greatly elevated, that the Glory he had attained, con- 
* tributed ſo much to the Benefit of his Countrymen, as 
daily to behold ſeveral of theſe unfortunate Men ren- 
* dring their Acknowledgments to him, as their Saviour; 
© tefling him, that the repeating his Verſes had ſoften' 
the Rigour of their Enemies, and been of greater ad- 
* vantage to them, than a Paſſport fign'd by the Hands 
* of the five Ephori, or the two TLacedæmonian Kings. 
It muſt be acknowledg'd, that Euripides was a great 
* and glorious Poet: But what Praiſes ſhall we beſtow 
* on the Sicilians in that Age? Did not they diſcover 
© the Taſte of a polite and humane People? But the 
_ © Misfortune is, that ſo few of ſucceeding Ages have 
© follow'd this illuſtrious Cn that theſe Accounts 
* at preſent would be ſo diſregarded in Spain and 
* France, that they would only be received as the Fa- 
* bles of ancient Greece. | | 

Such was the State of Poetry in theſe early Ages : 
thus honour'd and eſteem'd, and made up a neceſſary 
Accompliſhment or Recreation to the Princes, Soldiers, 
and great Rulers of the Earth. But now we may ſay, 
as the Oracle of Delphcs anſwer d to Arguſtus Ceſar, 
Our Oracles are no more, a greater God preſiaes in our 
ſtead. Gain, ſordid Avarice any. its Place, and is 
the prevailing Paſſion of the preſent Times. Few Pa- 
trons, and fewer inſpir'd Writers, have dawn'd out in 
theſe latter Days; and in _ would a diſtreſſed Party 

| now 


now expect Relief, from 1. any Parts of our 


modern Tragedies; but like Cinna the Poet, in Shake- 
ſpear, would run the Hazard of being torn to pieces 
or their bad Verſes. Few Inſtances of late can be 


produced of that marvellous Efficacy of Poetry; not 
one Man, as I have yet met with in the Annals of our 


Times, has ſaved his Life by Poetry, but many have 
loſt their Fortunes. And ſuch Diſrepute does "Roy at 
Ir labour under, that a Man who poſſeſſes ſuch 


ualifications, (as of old were eſteemed divine) is re- 


garded as profligate, abandon'd, and incapable of ſup- 
porting himſelf in any uſeful Part of Life: He is one 
who {quanders away his Hours in trifling Amuſements, 
and is look'd upon in the ſame Light among the buſy 


enterprizing Part of Mankind, as William VWhiſton is 


among the Churchmen. « 


Hic niger eſt, hunc tu, Romane, caveto. 


But let us not find fault with the Taſte of the Age, 


before we have examin'd the Merit of the modern 
Writers. The introducing into Engliſs Compoſitions the 
Syſtem of the Heathen Mythology, can impart no Plea- 
ſure to a meer Eugliſ Reader: They muſt be deeply 
verſed, and (as it were) enchanted with the ancient 
Literature and Religion, before they are in any ſort 
qualify'd to reliſh ſuch Performances. Not that the 
greateſt Error of theſe Gentlemen I ſpeak of, conſiſts 
in tranſlating the Roman Gods and Goddeſſes into the 


Britiſh Iſle, but that theſe Machineries are the only 
Traces they diſcover, of having known the Antients. 
That Propriety of Stile and Sentiment, ſo remarkable 


among thoſe elder Bards, is rarely diſcoverable among 
theſe. modern Retailers of Poetry. What, therefore, I 


would recommend, as a Means to, cultivate a right 


Taſte, is, to read more generally and accurately the 
Claſſicks, which Part of Learning is almoſt loſt amongſt 


us; this would enable us to dil . the few good 


> Ab 


Writers we enjoy, from the Multitade of bad ones. 
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Zo the Br1TtoN. 
STR, . | 
AS I am a great Admirer of Poetry, and have 
always endeavour'd, as far as I am able, to en- 
courage the few good Writers we have, I have ſent 
you the following Copy of Verſes, addrefled to Mr. Wzr- 
STED 3 Which, if hey ſhould contribute any thing to 
the Service of that Gentleman, will entirely anſwer the 


End propoſed by, 
%. 


„ Your Humble Servant, 
Jan. 25. 1723-4, ANrTI-LAvvus. 


To Mr. WEL STZ ED. 


7 EN Prieſts uſurf'd the Offices of State, 
And mean Subjection was our. Menarch's Fate; 
Then fabled Tales by Britiſh Bards were ſung ; 
With roaring Lions every Foreſt rung: | 
Dragons, and balefr!l Monſters, hannt the Plain, 
On Virgins feaſt, nor ſhare the trembling Swain. 
In Towers of Adamant, Urganda's Charms : 
Detain the Princeſs from her Hero's Arms. 

Till ſome adventurous Knight, in Proweſs bold, 
By Fate conducted to the Magick Hold, 

Deſtroys the hideous Giant, frees the Fair; 

And raiſes mourning Beauty from Deſpair. 


With Superſtition theſe Chimeras fled, 
And ancient Learning rear'd its 4rooping Head. 
Old Homer's Gods in Britain's Ie are ſeen, 
. While Pans and Satyrs frisk it der the Green. 


But you, my Friend, judiciouſly decline 
The Aids of Magick, or the Fabled Nine. 
| Let no ambitions Ornaments appear, LN 
Be juſt in T hought, and in Expreſſion clear; 
Let Fools «1th lofty Nonſenſe catch the Crowd, © 
And of unreputable Praiſe be proud. | 
Thus Paint and Patches charm the rural *Squire, 


While Naturg unadorn'd the few admire. 
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Tf &er your buskin'd Hero tread the Stage, 


| Like Vanoc, let the fierce Old Briton rage. 


T he fiery Moor in Sun-burnt Climates born, 

By ſtrong Deſires, and Storms of Paſſion torn, 
Unskil”d in Wiles, unpriuci pled in Art, 

T brows out with Warmth the Tranſports of his Heart, 
The Talents of each Sem regard with Care; 

No Male-Perfefions let the Fair-One ſhare. 

The Stoick Marcia kindles no Deſire z © | 
But with Monimia's Plants all Hearts conſpire. 

T he Grecian Bards will beſt your Labours guide; 
But let their Grecian Gods in Greece reſide. 


T hro' Claſſick Land, let airy Laurus rove, 
With Paphian Venus, and Olympian Jove. 
The Fair One's Waſte is with a Ceſtos bound 3 
And Nectar in the flowing Bowl goes round. 
Let Craflus marry, with united Voice © 


Due Gods afſembled fhall approve his Choice. 


Sce Evan ! ſee Apollo's beauteous Face, 

Satyrs, Fauns, Naids, all the Marriage grace. 

T he gay Coquet has Cytherea's Charms, 

The Prude (no doubt, averſe to Love's Alarms) 8 
J chaſte as Pallas, Virgiu- Queen of Arms. 


While theſe, my Friend, ſuch Idol. Worſpip bring 
Fair as the Morning, ſweet as opening Spring, 
Zelinda ſiniles; an artleſs Beauty ſhows ; 

T he Roſe in June not half ſo fragrant blows. 


No Goddeſs born, nor of Idalian Race, 


Nor kindred Deities, her Lineage grace. | 


Earth-born, on Nature's Charms the Nymph relies, 


Nor draws fiftitions Graces from the Skies : 
Pleas'd with her beauteous Form, where er ſhe moves, 
All Eyes admire, and each Beholder loves, | 
Vain Amoret and Myra quit the Field 
Alone to Thule, hall Zelinda yield. 
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STI r NG ARMIES have furniſh'd the Facobite 

Malecontents with a Topick for declamatory Ribal- 
dry, from the Revolution to theſe Times ; when in 
reality, there has been no Inſtance of a STAN DING 
AR Mx in Great Britain, from the Year Eighty Eight, 
to this day. 

All Perſons who know what a STANDING ARMY is, 
muſt be convinced of this 'Truth, When the Prince 
keeps a Number of armed Men in Pay, without the 
Conſent of the People, in order to oppreſs them ; that 
I call a STANDING ARMY; and is ſomewhat ſo de- 
ſtructive to the Liberties of the Subject, that I look 
upon it as the Duty of every honeſt Man, to remon- 
rate againſt it: But ſhall therefore a ſmall and neceſ- 
ſary Number of Men, appointed by Parliament, for 
the Defence of the Nation, and to ſupply our Guards 
and Garriſons, be eſteemed dangerous? Or are the Li- 
berties of the Subject, incompatible with the Safety of 
his preſent Majeſty, and the Proteſtant Succeflion ? 

After the Peace of Reſwick, KING WILEIAM was 
obliged, by the frequent Remonſtrances of a diſcontented 
Parliament, to disband his Forces: The Conſequences 
of which are known to every one; the Jacobites carry d 
their Point, and involved us ih a twenty Years War, be- 
gun by France, in favour of the PRETEN DER. After 
the Expence of ſeveral — of Money, the * 
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of ſeveral thouſand Lives, (although bleſs'd with an un- 
e e Series of Succeſſes) theſe Pacifick Politi- 
cians clapp'd y a ſcandalous diſhonourable Peace, and 
left us in a worſe Condition than we were in at the be. 
ginning of the War. Theſe were the Effects of dif. 
anding Counſels. | 
At the latter Part of the Cueen's Reign, the Num- 
ber of Forces then in Pay, gave no Uneafineſs to 
our preſent Patriots: The enliſted Men were for 
the moſt part 7r;/þ Papiſts, the Officers cloſetted, and 
the General at the Head of them has fince appear'd in 
Arms as Leader of the Pretender's Forces. | 
The principal and only ſceming-reaſorable Objection 
to the N umber of Troops we maintain at preſe t, is, 
the following one: Ve are Iſanders, and conſequently 
onr Fleet is ſufficient to defend us againſt all Foreign In- 
vaſions; ſince whoever makes ſuch an Attempt, muſt be 
obliged rp tranſport their Forces, which they can never 
land, unleſi the Strength of their Maritime Powers be 
ſuperior to ours. To ſhew the Fallacy of this Way of 
Reaſoning, I appeal to a Matter of Fact. Did not the 
Pretender land in Scotland in deſpight of our Fleet? 
Are there not many Creeks and ſhallow Harbours, where 
it is impoſſible for Men of War to follow 'Tranſports and 
light Ships? What had been the Conſequences, had we 
depended entirely upon our Fleet, at the Battles of 
Dumbliin and Preſton ? Not to mention, that in Caſe 
of Domeſtick Commotions, our Fleet can be no ways 
ſerviceable. 5 | 1 8 0 
One would imagine, from the Clamours which are 
raiſed every Seſſion of Parliament, againſt the Num- 
ber of our Forces; that the Military Strength of our 
neighbouring States was trifling, when compared with 
the formidable Army we maintain. Sixteen thouſand, 
is, I think, the Complement of Men (Guards included) 
appointed by Parliament for the Service of Great Bri- 
tain, and to ſupply our Garriſons. I will not here men- 
tion the Number of Forces which are conſtantly in Arms 
in the Countries of Abſolute Princes; but the Dutch (who 
are allow'd to be no extravagant People) maintain at. 


this Time double the Number of Regular Troops. 
| l e 3 HP 9 LQFOTE The 
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The Tranquillity' of the preſent Times is urg'd, as a 
Reaſon, why ſo conſiderable a Body of Regular Forces 
as Sixteen Thouſand is unneceſſary, expenſive, and dan - 
gerous. But let us examine a little, to what this pre- 
ent Tranquillity is owing, and we ſhall find the Wiſdom 
of our Miniſters, and the Dread of our Arms, have pro- 
cur'd us this invaluable Bleſſing. It is ridiculous to 
imagine that Foreign Princes would long ſuffer us to en- 
Joy our preſent 'Happineſs, if they did not fear to moleſt 
us. The beſt Laws are ineffectual, without a Power 
to enforce the Execution of them; and it is in vain to 
talk of the Excellency of a Conſtitution, where a ſuffi- 
cient Force is wanting to protect that Conſtitution. The 
Soldier muſt be a Safeguard to the Legiſlator, though 
ſubje& to the Laws. | | 
Dragooning, Plundering, and the Inſolencies of Sol- 
diers, are very popular Cant Words without Meaning. 
I would fain know what Inſtance can be given ſince his 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, of a fingle Perſon's being injur'd in 
his Property, through the Inſolencies of the Soldiers: 
They behav'd themſelves, I muſt own, ſomewhat un- 
covilly at the Battle of Preſton, which has gain'd them 
ſo much III-will, and occafion'd of late ſo many vio- 
| lent Harangues againſt Fictions, Chimeras, and 8 AN D- 
ING ARMIES. 8 1 EET 
There is one unanfwerable Reaſon to be given for 
continuing the ſame Number of Forces we have at pre- 
ſent. 'The Pretender and his Emiflaries exclaim a- 
gainſt it, and we may reaſonably conclude, whatever 
they oppoſe, it is our Intereſt to promote; the Pre- 
tender, as I am inform'd, not being included in the 
Quadrupis Alliance. The Courage of our Engliſh Sol- 
diers he has beheld at a diſtance, and fled from; and 
can entertain but ſmall Hopes of Succeſs, unleſs he 
could procure an Act of Parliament to disband his 
Conquerors. I have no great Opinion of his Courage, 
hut 1 believe, with ſome Reluctance, and much Per- 
— — he might be prevaii'd upon to face the County: 
of ilitia, or City Train d- Bands. 2 egen i 
I0o conſider it in the whole: I believe. it will ap- 
pear to be one of the abſurdeſt Propofitiens that was 
ever propoſed, to disband Number of Men which - 
"BAY "" "mY 10 
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ſo great a Tract of Land do not amount to fixteen Thou- 
ſand ; when a dangerous Conſpiracy is but very lately 
quell'd, when the Inclinations of the People appear 
upon every popular Commotion, and when tis evident 
we enjoy that dead Calm and Tranquillity of Affairs 
(which has been ſo often inſiſted upon by the adverſe 
Party) upon no other Reaſon, but that their Meaſures 


ha ve been ſo lately detected, their Schemes diſconcerted, 


and ſome of their Principals have experienc'd the Puniſh- 
ments they merited. For it is hardly poſſible to con- 

ceive that a new Deſign ſhould ſo ſoon ſpring up and 
form it ſelf out of the Aſhes of the old one, when it is 
notorious, the Government is appriz'd, and has punctual 
Intelligence of all their Machinations; and to their Vigi- 
lancy alone, this preſent Calm and boaſted Tranquillity 
are owing. Our Enemies have better Memories than to 
forget, in the Space of fix Months, that the Miniſters are 
watchful over all their Ways, and ready to impoſe 
Penalties on thoſe who prejudice the Publick. 

To ſuppoſe that it is neceſſary for the Safety of the 
People of England to disband the preſent Troops, is to 
ſuppoſe that People ſpirited up with the Enthufiaſm of 
Party-Zeal, whom we have lately beheld proſecuting 
their Schemes with the utmoſt Rancour and 9 
inſomuch, that all Ties of Blood and former Obligations 
were diſſolved, that this Spirit, by the Artifice of our 
Enemies generally diffuſed among the People, and they 

urſuing the Schemes of Politicks more vehemently than 
they would the Principles of their Religion; I ſay, it is 
to ſuppoſe that all this frenzy, this mad in atuated Rout, 
ſhould recover their Senſes, and be reduced in fix Months 
Time to a perfect Sanity and 'Tranquillity of Mind. 

Is not the bare propoſing it ſufficient to expoſe the 
Abſurdity of theſe Well-wiſhers to their Country, and 
their Inveteracy to Standing Forces? Or ſhall we imagine 
with them, that the Diſaffected will immediately lay 
aſide their evil Intentions againſt the Government as ſoon 
as the Army is disbanded, (when with leſs Danger they 
— 2 enter into Combinations) who could not be terri- 

d from engaging in Conſpiracies, when a Body of 
Men were ready to oppoſe them. | 
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The BRITON. 


Tu tibi liber Homo — Juven. 
Urgent impavidi te Salaminius 

 TEuCERQUE, £5 STHENEL Us ſciens 
Pugnge. Hor. | 


 Weaneſday; February 12. 1723: 


| To the BR1TON. 
INCE there is 2 that ſeems more repug- 
nant to Human Nature, than Jyranny of any Kind, 
or under what Shape ſoever; it is Matter of juſt Won- 
der to ſee the Promoters of it, and their. Intereſts, 
eſpouſed by any rational Creatures : And yet, ſuch is 


the mis led Zeal, or abject Timidity, of infinitely the 


greateſt Number of Men; that through the one, or the 
other, or both, an Abſolute and Deſpotic Sway is main- 
tain'd by Princes, or Prelates, or their Emiſſaries, over 
vaſtly the greateſt Part of Mankind. | 

Both the Civil and Religious Rights of Men are bro- 
ken in upon, or rather, wholly taken away, by the giddy 


Pride, and lawleſs Will, of Arbitrary Monarchs; or, 


by the Craft, Ignorance, and unaccountable Doctrines 
ot falſe Religioniſts. Theſe behave in ſuch a Manner, 
as if they thought, or would perſuade us, that all other 
Men live only to gratify their Ambition and Caprice 
that is, that they were all born Slaves or Ideots. | 
Britain is, after many a ſevere Struggle, the moſt 
happy Inſtance of the contrary ; and her Inhabitants en- 
Joy, under their excellent King, and his prudent Coun- 
ſellors, a Felicity unknown to numberleſs Diviſions of 


the 


Ne. XXVIII. 


122 The BRITON. Ne 28. 
the World, and but faintly reliſh'd even by thoſe People 
who call themſelves. free. It is in vain to enumerate 

articular Inſtances ; every impartial Man owns, and 
every Enemy to the preſent Eſtabliſhment knows, that 
there is not on Earth, ſo free a Nation, as that of 2Br:- 
tain. . 5 

Since, therefore, by our Conſtitution, we are all Free- 
men, I would have no BRT TON ſtoop ro ſo much Mean- 
neſs, as either to ſubmit to, or to act the Part of a Tyrant: 
For, as every Prince is a Tyrant, who oppreſſes and tram- 
ples upon thoſe over whom he preſides; fo, every Man is 
a Tyrant, who treats thoſe, whom Fortune has placed in a 
Rank of Life inferior to him, in an haughty and inſo- 
lent Manner. | 

This is a Species of Tyranny which no Laws can pro- 
vide againſt, and may be exercis'd by the meaneſt Me- 
chanick. A Taylor who behaves himſelf towards his 

Journeymen with Pride and Haughtineſs, is to all In- 
| rents and Purpoſes as very a Tyrant as a Turkiſh Baſhaw 
who lords it over whole Provinces. Can a Gentleman 
pride himſelf upon a Privilege, which the meaneſt of 
the People ſhare with him? Or value himſelf for en- 
ying a ſuperior Station in Life, purely becauſe it ena- 

les him to do ill Offices to his Fellow Citizens ? Theſe 
are mean inglorious Sentiments, befitting little African 

Tyrants, unbecoming Free-born Engliſhmen. | 
We are all in a reaſonable Subordination to the Legi- 
flative Power. This Man is ſubordinate to that, and 
that to another, in the various Accidents and Engage- 
ments of Life. There muſt of Courſe be ſome ſort of 
Dependency of one upon another; by which like as in 
the Frame of a Body-Narutal a Body-Politick does and 
muſt ſubſiſt. | #1 | 

For any Man therefore to oppreſs, inſult, or tyran- 
nize over another, is not only doing a Violence to the 
Laws, and the Deſign of a reaſonable Society, but is 
even offering an Affront to that Providence, by whoſe 
wiſe Diſtribution, Men are differently ſituated in the 
World. It were heren likewiſe vain to deſcend to Parti- 
culars: Every obſerving Man muſt have remark'd fo 
many Inſtances; which will juſtify this Way of Think- 

ing; as to know that itgwould be almoſt impoſſible to 
1 | | enu- 
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enumerate them. 'They abound in all Places, and among 
all Claſſes of Men, : 5 „ 1 


From him who lords it in the SANHEDRIM, 
To bim who drives the Camels. MARIAMNE. 


Ren the outward Profeſſors of the greateſt Humili- 
ty, furniſh as large a Share (to ſay no more) as the reſt 
of Mankind. e 
There is ſuch a Swell and Inſolence in moſt of thoſe 
who can maintain any Degree of Maſtery, and they 
treat thoſe below them with ſuch Diſdain and Contempt, 
that each petty Ruler in his little Province, and to the 
Stretch of his poor Capacity, is as great a Tyrant as 
ever Aſia bred. And accordingly, all Men who act after 
this Manner, ſhare the Tyrant's Fate. They are hated 
by thoſe over whom they domineer ; they are ſerv'd 
with ſecret Curſes and Abhorrence ; and are the Con- 
2 and Deriſion of all Men of Humanity and good 
Senſe. | | ED 
There are undoubtedly decent Regards to be had, 
and Devoirs to be paid by one Man to another, as the 
one ſtands in this or that Point of Light ſuperior to to 
other; and all Men have their Share in this Conceſ- 
fion, as there is no Man, but, at one time or other, has 
a reaſonable Title to ſome ſort of Deference : But to ſee 
this ſort of Deterence inſiſted upon with Inſolence and 
Pride, or receiv'd with Scorn and Diſdain, has ſome- 
thing in it ſhocking to a generous Mind ; and renders 
the Perſon, acting A 14 ſuch a Manner, utterly unwor- 
thy of any Diſtinction. And if, notwithſtanding this, 
here are Men, who, upon the Foot of abſolute Depen- 
encies, muſt ſubmit to ſuch Arrogance, they do it 
with Unwillingneſs and Regret ; and all their Words 
and Actions proceed from no other Motive, than that 
of an unavoidable Neceſlity. 
| Whereas, on the other hand, the Man of Compla- 
cency and Benevolence is ſerv'd with Pleaſure and Ala- 
crity : He has the good Word, the good Will, and the 
je Wiſhes of his Inferiors; and is look'd upon as a ten- 
der Father, a Friend, and a Protector; he hears nothing 
byt Bleſſings, and ſees nothing but unfeigned —* 
N | 8 the 
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the pleaſing Returns of his Kindneſs and Affabili- 
"thy Intention by all this, is to put every Man upen 
confidering how he has treated others, and how he 
would be treated himſelf If his Actions have ſavour'd 
of the Tyranny here exploded, and by all Men in 
Words condemn'd, he will ſurely quit his former Behavi- 
our, and endeavour to deſerve the ſo amiable Character 
I juſt now deſcrib'd. If he has already obtain'd it, he 
will reflect with Pleaſure upon that Value which all 
valuable Men have for him, and upon the Aſſurance of 
being lov'd, efteem'd, and honour'd by all about him. 


Jam Sir, | 
Feb. 6. 1723-4. Your humble Servant, 


FREEMAN. 


I imagine this Letter was ſent me by a Gentleman, 
who has lately experienc'd the Inſolence of ſome People, 
whoſe Rank and Office oblig'd him to de e under 
the ill Treatment. In the Caſe of Dependencies, Inju- 
ries of this kind muſt, in common Prudence, be over- 
look'd ; for it would be ridiculous for a Man to ſacrifice 
his Fortune to his Enemy, without having the Power to 
annoy him. But in all other Caſes, (as we are a free Peo- 
ple, and live under a free Government) the Quality 6f 
no Perſon whatſoever can give him any Right to inſult. 
the meaneſt Subject in his Majeſty's Dominions ; and 
whoever is guilty of ſo Brutal an Action, by offering the 
Affront, ſers himſelf upon the Level with, if not below 
his Adverſary. _ 


The 


Ne XXIX. 
The BRIT ON. 


All human Things are ſubject to decay, 
And when Fate jummons, Monarchs muſt obey 3 

This Fleckno found ——— | 
| | Dryden's Mac-Fleckno. 


— 
5 


Wedneſday, February 19. 1724. 


—— Www. 


A® it is a Debt due to the Memory of illuſtrious Per- 
ſonages, to have the great Actions of their Li es 
Pointed out to the World ; I ſhall in this Paper, as far 
as my Abili:ies will ſuffer me, 8 to the Cha- 
racter of theſe three memorable Perſons, whom we have 
lately loft, vis. Mrs. SALLY SAL1sBURY ; Mr. ELxA- 
NAH SETTLE, the City Poet; and the TRUE BRITON. 
I ſhall be very brief as to the firlt, conſidering the 
Adventures, and many Chances of her Life, are under- 
taken by a much abler Pen ; who, no doubt, is better 
furniſh'd with Materials, to communicate to the World 
with advantage, the ſurprizing Riſe and Decline of this 
wonderful Woman. I ſhould impoſe upon my Readers, 
were I to attempt ſo much as to give any Account of her 
Genealogy. Whether ſhe could boaſt a Lineage enno- 
bled by illuſtrious Anceſtors, or whether ſhe was an 
Honour to her obſcure Predeceſſors, is a Point not yet 
determin'd by Hiitorians. The Place of her Nativity, like 
the immortal HoMER's of old, is a Matter in diſpute, 
But be theſe Things as they may, thus much Iwill venture 
to affirm, had not a long Fit of Sickneſs confin'd her to 
her Apartment, and weaken'd her Conſtitution, this 
great Genius might have brought to a greater Perfection 
ſome Aſſemblies of this Town, and added a Luſtre to 
| | | Mr. 
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Mr. Heidegger's Entertainment. She was a remarkable 
Inſtance, to what a Height of Reputation the free Uſe 
of natural Parts will carry People ; for it is confidently 
aſſerted by ſome, ſhe never made any great Improve- 
ments by Reading; it is generally agreed likewiſe, ſhe 
was not over-{crupulouſly vertuous. As to her Princi- 
les in Politicks, 'tis thought ſhe moſtly favour'd the 
Pretender, and his Adherehts, and had concerted ſeve- 
ral Schemes which might have endanger'd the Conſtitu- 
tion, had not her ill State of Health, and long Confine- 
ment, fruſtrated her Deſigns. Some have ſaid, (tho' I be- 
lieve falſly) that the hard Fate the late Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter met with, ſhorten'd her Days. She was a great De- 


| - vn of Wealth, but ſeldom kept company with the 


oor ; Which was one Reaſon why the Intimacy between 
the TRUE BRITON and her did not continue to their 
Lives-end. To comprize her Character in ſhort : She 
was not proud, but atfable, and eaſy of Acceſs; a Well- 
wiſher to the Church, but not oſtentatious of Religion, 


a great Encourager of the Liberal Sciences, a Lover of 


Mankind, and Champagne: She died in the tenth Year 
of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty KING Grorgs. 
As to Mr. Elkanah Settle, he was a Man of a tall 
Stature, red Face, ſhort black Hair, liv'd in the City, 
and had a numerous Poetical Iſſue; but ſhar'd the Miſ- 
fortune of ſeveral other Gentlemen, to ſurvive them all. 
A Third remains behind, greater than the former Two. 
We are left very much in the dark, whether there were 
any Progidies ſeen at the Birth of the TRUE Briton, 
to denote his future Greatneſs. No doubt, if we could 
procure right Intelligence, at his firſt Fntrance into the 
World, Nature uſher'd him in like Ceſar, Hannibal, 
and other great Men, with flying Dragons, flaming 
Torches, and other Signals of a tranſcendent Genius. 


But ſince we have not ſufficient Evidence to confirm the 


Truth of theſe Appearances, we will ſuppoſe him to be 
born like other Men. His firſt Years, then, we will 
ſuppoſe to be ſpent like thoſe of common Children 3 
that he ſuck'd, play'd Truant, was whipp'd at School, - 
and told Lyes: But he does not ſeem to have deſerv d 
an Hiſtorian's Notice, till he arriv'd to his ſeventeenth 
Year; then his great Endowments began to dawn, tho“ 
1 nothing 
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nothing he did was remarkable that Year, but breaking, | 


his Father's Heart, 


In his Eighteenth Year, he was generally ſuſpected 


to lack common Senſe; notwithſtanding which, he that 


Year made ſeveral Matches, and had tolerable Succeſs 


in Horſe-Racing. | 
In the beginning of his Nineteenth Year, he made a 


Pilgrimage to the Knight of the Holy Croſs, play'd at 


Tennis with the Chevalier, had new Honours conferr'd 
upon him, and Aſſurances of great Preferment, and ob- 
tain'd ſeveral reverſionary Grants, for ſo laudably de- 
ſerting the Principles of his Father. 3 
In his Twentieth Year, he run from his Governor, 
receiv'd Favours from Mademoiſelle „took Phy- 
fick, pa's'd for a great Wit at Sr. Germains, and bor- 
row'd two thouſand Pounds of a Banker at Paris, 


which (if common Fame ſays true) has not been repaid 


to the Day of his Death. 

In his 1 and twentieth Year, he return'd to Eng- 
land an accompliſh'd Cavalier, learn'd to ſmoak To- 
bacco, and ſtudy'd Oratory. | | 

In his Two and twentieth Year, he drank Viper- 
Broth, won three Matches at New- Market, was chaſtiz'd 
by an Officer for his Inſolence, and beat a noted Coward 
to retrieve his Reputaticn for Courage. 

In his Three and twentieth Year, he made preat Ad- 


vances in Oratory, harangued vehemently againſt the 


South-Sen, and was this Year five ſeveral times for and 
againſt the Intereſt of his Majeſty KINO GEOROE. 
In his Four and twentieth Year, he ſold his running 


Horſes, and order'd a fine Ball for the Ladies at the 


Bath ; but came away for London betore it began, to 
e Affairs of great Importance. 
n 


his Five and twentieth Year, he revolted again 


from the Court, and diſcoyer'd a Mine in Torkſarre. 


In his Six and twentieth Year, he ſold great Part of 


his Eſtate, commenced Author, abuſed his Benefactors, 
by the kelp of a Spaniſh Manuſcript, diſmiſs'd his Equi- 

page, paid a Viſit to his Wife, and left the Care of his 
dear Country to very able Hands. LY 


36 


In the beginning of his Seven and twentieth Tedr, be 
was made a Liveryman of the City of London, chal-' 
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leng'd a Gentleman at the Maſquerade, retracted that 
Challenge, and died the Week after. 2 
Thus fell this great and glorious young Man; fer 
Equals has he left behind him; who, like Cæſer, crowd- 
cd his numerous Adventures and Exploits in a ſhort 
Span of Life ; too impatient to let his Parts grow ruſty 
for want of Exerciſe. And I hope, this feeble At- 
tempt of mine, to render his Name IIluſtrious, may 
raiſe up an abler Hand to paint out the Serics of his 
Actions in their true Colours, that future Generations 
may be ſenſible, how ue a Happineſs this Age en- 
joy'd, which was bleſs'd with ſo valuable and upright 


a Patriot. Indeed, an impartial Hiſtorian muſt acknow- 


ledge, that he ſhared, with other mortal Men, ſome 
ImperfeCtions ; but thoſe I have touched but tenderly, 
knowing it to be a mean and ungenerous Part, to diſco- 
lour the meritorious Needs of great Men, with Infirmi- 
ties that are unavoidably inherent in our Nature: And 
having had the Honour to be acquainted with this ex- 


' traordinary Perſon, when living; I am aſſured, that his 


Inconſtancy, his Infidelity, and Timidity, which per- 
haps in ſome Parts of his Life were diſcoverable, pro- 
ceeded from a Viciouſneſs of Nature, which few great 
Souls are totally free from. 

But it would be ill-natur'd to purſue this any farther, 
therefore I deſiſt. Thus he lived, and thus he died; 
and may. the World be as well convinc'd of his true 
Character as I am, and which in this Paper I have en- 


deavour'd to illuſtrate ; then ſhall I think my ſelf am- 


ply recompenc'd for all my Trouble. 


PF. Having ſeen the TR uE Briron depart this 
Life beſore me, I deſign to die my ſelf next J/edneſday. 
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Ceſtus, Artemque repono. Virg, 
Wedneſday, February 25. 1724. 
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'THE Tavt Briton, at his ee left the 
Publick, as a Legacy, a Treatiſe upon Treaſons 
againſt the People ; and in order to compleat that cu- 
rious Piece, I ſhall in this, mention ſome other Species 
of Treaſon againſt the People, which he, out of his 
conſummate Wiſdom, thought proper to omit. 

Every Species of Treaſon mention'd in the 25th of 
EDpwarD the Third, or elſewhere, is (if accurately 
conſider d) a Treaſon againſt the People, and upon that 
account ſubjected to ſeverer Penalties ; becauſe an At- 
tack made upon the King or Legiſlature, muſt be at 
tended with more pernicious Conſequences to the Pub- 
lick, than can poſſibly happen from a Violence offer'd to 
any Perſon in a private Station or Capacity. 

Dar not to confider this Affair in ſo abſtracted a Man- 
ner : 'The reviling the King and his Adminiſtration, the 
leflening the Capacity -of his Miniſters, infinuating to 
the Populace that they are corrupt, and diſhoneſt, and 
traducing his Actions, by a mean, ſenſeleſs Irony, are not 
theſe as notorious Inſtances of Treaſon againſt the People, 
as can be collected from the Villanies of the Gavesrons, 
the DvuDrLzvs, and SEI AN uS's? Whoever credits theſe 
ſenſeleſs Inſinuations, muſt neceſſarily think their Li- 
berties precarious under the preſent Adminiftration, and 
are taught, the only Method to ſecure them, is, by in- 
. troducing the Pretender. I appeal to every Freeholder 
in Great Britain, and to _— Liveryman in the City, 

j 


poſing the Intereſt of his Majeſty 
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if this is not one Species of Treaſon againiſt the 


People? 
The Tax BRITox has likewiſe, in his laſt Paper, 
preſented us with a Lift of deceaſed Patriots. 1 much 


wonder how one, whoſe Memory is valuable to every 


true Lover of his Country, unfortunately chanced to 
eſcape his Notice; I mean, the late Marquiſ of Whar-. 
ton. Surely,” no Subject ever afforded a nobler, or more 


[ns Field for Panegyrick. If we conſider this 


reat Man, either as a Defender of Liberty in general, 
or as an Advocate for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in par- 
ticular, we may place him in the foremoſt Rank of Pa- 
triots. There is no Inſtance to be produced of his op- 
2 GEORGE, or 
giving a ſingle Vote in favour of the Pretender, or his 
Adherents. But, as the TRUE BRITON obſerves, , 
hereafter, in ſome degenerate Me, Men ſhould ariſe cn- 
Pable of ſuch Miſchiefs, their Forefathers Glory will il- 
luſtrate their C 7107. n 
But the Writer of this 1 ſeems to diſcover an In- 
veteracy to this Noble Family, or ſurely he could never 
have paſſed over in filence, the diſtinguiſhed Merit, 
and Spirit of Patriotiſm, which are ſo conſpicuous in his 
Illuſtrious Deſcendant, his preſent Grace, the Duke of 
Wharton ; who, in all the Actions of his Life, has 
ſtrictly imitated the Virtues of his worthy Father. Who 
can reflect on the unvariable Adherence of the late Mar- 
quiſs of I harton to the preſent Eftabliſhment, but im- 
mediately calls to mird his Grace's Conduct? Who can 
recolle& his ſingular Firmneſs and Intrepidity in Times 
of Danger, and not be ſenſi ble how remarkably thoſe 
Virtues revive and flouriſh in his Heir ? But as I know 
the bare Recital of theſe Perfections muſt give Offence 
to the Modeſty of this Great and Good young Man, 1 


| Jhall purſue this Subject no farther. 


As it is a Debt expected by the Publick from every 
Author, I ſhall proceed to give the Town the Moti ves 
which induc'd me to write this Paper, and the Reaſons 
for my laying it down at this Jundtur ee. 

ITpbe Reaſons that firſt induc'd me to undertake this Pa- 
per, were, to behold the People fo groſly miſled by mali- 
cious Infinuations, and groundleſs Calumnies, publiſn'd by 
q a. 
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8 4 p erſon, who could never claim the Privi of being 


believ'd in any thing he related, had not their Preju- 
dices and Miſconſtructions of Things prepar'd their 
Minds to receive the Infatuation. I intended therefore, 
to the beſt of my Abilities, to revive in them. thoſe 
Notions which alone can produce a durable Happineſs 
to Engliſbmen; to convince them, that a Proteſtant Peg- 
ple can never be happy under the Government of a Po- 
piſn Prince; to invalidate the Teſtimony of this partial 

Relator to detect his ſpecious Pretences to Publick- 
- Spirit, and to undeceive thoſe miſguided People, who 
look'd upon the preſent Miniſters as Enemies to their 
Rights and Liberties, upon the bare Word of this ſuper- _ 
ficial Declaimer: When, in reality, the Crimes of the 
_ preſent Miniſters are, That they have advanc'd Publick 

Credit, prevented Conſpiracies, which might have en- 

danger d our Conſtitution, and puniſh'd the Enemies of 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, for attempting its Sub- 
verſion. | | 

For theſe, and ſuch like Demerits, antient and 
modern Hiſtory is ranſack'd for parallel Inſtances of 
Traytors, Sycophants, and Publick Plunderers. His 
Majeſty's Reign has more than once been compar'd to 
DomiTiAan's; the Bench of Biſhops likened to a Par- 
cel of Curs leaping over Sticks at the Word of Com- 
mand ; and the whole Body of the Legiſlature ſhame- 
fully abus'd by way.of Allegory and Irony. 

In anſwer to eſs ſenſeleſs Imputations, I endeavour'd 
(an eaſy Task) to defend the beſt Adminiſtration we 
were ever bleſs'd with: How my Endeavours have ſuc- 
ceeded, I muſt ſubmit to the World. All the Merit I 
can lay claim to, is, that my Intentions were good, and 
that I have diſcharg'd, as far I was able, the Duty of a 
Briton. | 

I lay this Paper down at a Time, when the Enemies 
of the preſent Adminiſtration (I mean thoſe who have 
any Share of Modeſty left) muſt bluſh to find fault with, 
or calumniate our Legiſlators. Such is the preſent happy 
Situation and Tranquillity of Affairs! The Penſioner 


of Sedition is retir d, curſing the Wiſdom of our Rulers, 
and inwardly repining at our preſent Happineſs : But let 
him appear again, when, and in what Shape he Ponies 
| F . this 
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this 8 nec eſſarily revive; ſor he cannot take ſo 
much pleaſure in reviling, as the BRI TON does in de- 
fending the beſt- conſtituted Government in the World. 
In the mean time, I congratulate my Countrymen 
upon our preſent Felicity; and hope, that it will not 
only continue during our Lives, but that our Childrens 
Children may be ſenſible (from a Continuation of this 
Happineſs down to their Days) how much they were in. 
debted to the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
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